survival, a finding which came as a sur-

prise at a time when transfusion was con-

sidered a contraindication for kidney

graft candidates.

Are we not forgetting the pioneers?

MARILENA FoTINO

New York Blood Center, 310 East 67

Street, and Cornell University

Medical College, New York 10021
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With respect to Marx’s article of 8 Au-
gust, it should be noted that there is still
isolated disagreement as to the beneficial
effect of transfusion before transplant on
survival of kidney grafts from cadaver
donors. An analysis (/) of the transfusion
effect on 514 transplants performed at
seven centers in Illinois demonstrates
that recipients who were given trans-
fusions before transplant experienced
fewer early graft failures than those who
were not. However, the Illinois study
also demonstrated an increase in late
graft failure in recipients who were given
such transfusions, leading to a 2- to 7-
year cumulative graft survival that was
not different in recipients who received
transfusions before transplant and those
who did not.

In our own small transplant series
from cadaver donors (82), we have not
been able to discern any beneficial effect
of transfusion before transplant after 1 or
4 years of follow-up (among recipients
who were given such transfusions, graft
survival after 1 year was 75 percent and
after 4 years, 53 percent; among recip-
ients who were not, it was 70 percent
and 50 percent, respectively). We cer-
tainly do not find the data in favor
of transfusion before transplant ‘‘over-
whelming.”” We electively give trans-
fusions to all patients during transplant
operations but find no justification for
deliberately giving transfusions before
a transplant.

P. R. McCCONNACHIE
Memorial Medical Center,
Springfield, Illinois 62702
A. G. BIRTCH
Southern Illinois University
School of Medicine, Springfield 62708
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Erratum: In the report by R. Ganapathy (22 Aug.,
p. 921), Pd should have been 2 instead of 20 on line
2 in the middle column of p. 922, and Au should
have been 3 X 102 instead of 3 X 10~! on line 6 in
the same column.

Erratum: In the article by R. Hekinian et al. (28
Mar., p. 1433), in line 3 of the caption for Fig. 7 (p.
1440), ** Fe-rich clay-like material’’ should have read
*‘Fe-bearing opaline material.”

24 OCTOBER 1980

Our compact MM-33
micromanipulator
drives by hund or
motorized

‘joy stick’ | " /4/»/

Ideal for working at magnifications
up to 250X, the MM-33 provides coarse
movements in 3 planes (XYZ) plus fine
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Also available in a motorized version
(MM-33M), with ‘Joy Stick' remote unit for
vibration-free control of speed and
direction. For literature, write: Brinkmann
Instruments, Cantiague Rd., Westbury,

N.Y. 11590.
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