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The AAAS Sections The AAAS Sections 
The AAAS has been organized into 

disciplinary sections since its beginning. 
But what exactly are the sections, and 
what do they do? 

The number and diversity of dis- 
ciplines and interests represented by the 
section groupings have grown from the 
two sections established at the first 
AAAS meeting in September 1848- 
"Natural History and Geology" and 
"General Physics"-to the current total 
of 21 with the formation, in 1973, of Sec- 
tion X (General). 

Sections range in size from Section P 
(Industrial Science) with 637 members 
and Section U (Statistics) with 717 mem- 
bers, to Section G (Biological Sciences) 
with 23,266 members and Section N 
(Medical Sciences) with 20,770 members. 
Of the Association's approximately 
130,000 individual members, some 80 
percent are enrolled in one or more sec- 
tions. 

All 283 affiliated societies and academ- 
ies of science are required to enroll in 
one or more section. Again, the range of 
these groups gives an impression of the 
scope of interests represented by the 
AAAS. Seventy-seven affiliate groups 
are enrolled in Section X (General), 66 in 
Section G (Biological Sciences), 51 in 
Section N (Medical Sciences), 36 in Sec- 
tion M (Engineering), and 33 each in Sec- 
tions K and Q (Social and Economic Sci- 
ences and Education). Other sections 
have as few as four or five affiliate so- 
cieties enrolled. 

William D. Carey, AAAS executive 
officer, says the sections are able to act, 
on a somewhat limited basis, as re- 
sources for the Association. 

He cites several instances where he 
has called upon sections for their exper- 
tise. Section T (Information, Computing, 
and Communication) provided input for 
the White House Conference on Library 
and Information Services, and Section N 
(Medical Sciences) has reviewed pro- 
posed health standards. Members of 
Section P (Industrial Science) have made 
a special effort to stimulate interest in 
AAAS in industry. Section Q (Educa- 
tion) is planning a special conference on 
the learning process, to be cosponsored 
by the AAAS and the Academy of Inde- 

1 AUGUST 1980 

The AAAS has been organized into 
disciplinary sections since its beginning. 
But what exactly are the sections, and 
what do they do? 

The number and diversity of dis- 
ciplines and interests represented by the 
section groupings have grown from the 
two sections established at the first 
AAAS meeting in September 1848- 
"Natural History and Geology" and 
"General Physics"-to the current total 
of 21 with the formation, in 1973, of Sec- 
tion X (General). 

Sections range in size from Section P 
(Industrial Science) with 637 members 
and Section U (Statistics) with 717 mem- 
bers, to Section G (Biological Sciences) 
with 23,266 members and Section N 
(Medical Sciences) with 20,770 members. 
Of the Association's approximately 
130,000 individual members, some 80 
percent are enrolled in one or more sec- 
tions. 

All 283 affiliated societies and academ- 
ies of science are required to enroll in 
one or more section. Again, the range of 
these groups gives an impression of the 
scope of interests represented by the 
AAAS. Seventy-seven affiliate groups 
are enrolled in Section X (General), 66 in 
Section G (Biological Sciences), 51 in 
Section N (Medical Sciences), 36 in Sec- 
tion M (Engineering), and 33 each in Sec- 
tions K and Q (Social and Economic Sci- 
ences and Education). Other sections 
have as few as four or five affiliate so- 
cieties enrolled. 

William D. Carey, AAAS executive 
officer, says the sections are able to act, 
on a somewhat limited basis, as re- 
sources for the Association. 

He cites several instances where he 
has called upon sections for their exper- 
tise. Section T (Information, Computing, 
and Communication) provided input for 
the White House Conference on Library 
and Information Services, and Section N 
(Medical Sciences) has reviewed pro- 
posed health standards. Members of 
Section P (Industrial Science) have made 
a special effort to stimulate interest in 
AAAS in industry. Section Q (Educa- 
tion) is planning a special conference on 
the learning process, to be cosponsored 
by the AAAS and the Academy of Inde- 

1 AUGUST 1980 

pendent Scholars. The project is being 
directed by section chairperson Joseph 
D. Novak (Cornell University) and Ken- 
neth E. Boulding, AAAS Board chair- 
person and co-president of the Academy 
of Independent Scholars. 

The yearly business meetings of the 
sections (held during the annual meeting) 
provide good feedback, Carey states, 
concerning many areas of governance of 
the AAAS. 

"The one thing which I have asked the 
sections to do, and which has not been 
done," asserts Carey, "is to feed ideas 
into Science and Science 80." I would 
like to see the sections, with their knowl- 
edge of what is going on in the various 
disciplines, make suggestions to the edi- 
tors of both AAAS magazines." 

The business of the sections is man- 
aged by a section committee comprised 
of the section officers (retiring chairper- 
son, chairperson, chairperson-elect, 
and secretary), four members-at-large, 
Council delegate(s), and one representa- 
tive of each affiliate enrolled in the sec- 
tion. 

The sections are involved, through 
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their Council representation, with the 
legislative decision-making process of 
the Association. They also are charged 
with nominating their outstanding mem- 
bers for AAAS Fellowship status. But 
the principal activity of the sections has 
been, since their inception, the arranging 
of annual meeting symposia. 

According to the Association's Consti- 
tution ". .. Under the direction of the 
Section Secretary, and within the con- 
text of overall plans for scientific meet- 
ings of the Association, each Section 
Committee may arrange such Section 
contributions to those meetings as it 
deems desirable." 

Section involvement in the planning of 
the annual meeting has become more so- 
phisticated in recent years. Many sec- 
tions have specific goals in mind as they 
put together their meeting symposia. 

Robert A. Wiley (Department of Phar- 
macy, University of Kansas), secretary 
of Section S (Pharmaceutical Sciences), 
says his section, "wants to catalyze 
cross-disciplinary interchange among 
section members and present some of 
the more important drug-related issues 
for consideration by the AAAS member- 
ship at large. The section has tried to 
present two symposia at each meeting. 
One would relate to public policy issues, 
the other would be an interdisciplinary 
'hard' science presentation." 
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Plans Begin for 1980-81 
Regional Energy Seminar Series 

Planning will begin this month for the 1980-81 AAAS Regional Energy Semi- 
nars funded by a grant from the U.S. Department of Energy. Four seminars 
will be held in various locations around the country. The aim is to bring togeth- 
er people who are concerned with and knowledgeable in the fields of science 
and engineering related to energy and those who make public policy decisions. 
One of the seminars will deal with Native American energy concerns. 

The structure of the seminars will be determined by subject matter and local 
considerations. The seminars are usually I to 2 days in length. Typical cospon- 
sors are groups such as Sigma Xi, The Scientific Research Society; universi- 
ties; and scientific, public interest, and governmental entities. 

Topics from the 1979-80 seminars included initiatives in energy research pol- 
icy, solar technologies, energy in rural America, and energy resource develop- 
ment on Native American lands. Future potential topics should involve some 
phase of the scientific, technical, social, and/or economic aspects of energy 
policy for the nation. 

Groups interested in co-sponsoring a seminar should contact Patricia S. Cur- 
lin, regional energy seminar coordinator, at the AAAS address, telephone (202) 
467-4310. Information concerning criteria used by AAAS in site evaluation will 
be furnished upon request. 
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