AAAS Popularization of
Science Delegation
Visits China

A popularization of science delegation
toured China 15-30 May 1980, as a con-
tinuation of the informal agreement
reached by the AAAS Board of Direc-
tors with the China Association for Sci-
ence and Technology (CAST) during the
Board’s visit to the People’s Republic of
China (PRC) in 1978 (Science 203, 505-
515, 9 February 1979). The exchange
was at the request of CAST, which sent a
return delegation to tour the United
States last month (15-30 June).

The AAAS delegation was headed by
Jeffrey Kirsch, director of the Science
Center, KPBS, San Diego, and a mem-
ber of the AAAS Committee on the Pub-
lic Understanding of Science. The other
members of the delegation were Alexan-
der Morin, director of the Office of Sci-
ence and Society, the National Science
Foundation; Alan Ternes, editor of Nat-
ural History, the American Museum of
Natural History; and Kathryn Wolff,
managing editor, AAAS Publications Of-
fice.

The delegation had three principal
areas of interest to explore in the PRC.
These were popular science pub-
lications; broadcast media; and muse-
ums, exhibits, and any other means of
reaching the vast population of China
with information about modern scientific
developments. On arriving, the delega-
tion found that CAST had prepared a
substantial itinerary. The first week was
spent in Beijing, where a tight schedule
permitted the delegation to get at least
some information about each of its prin-
cipal concerns.

Tours and discussions were arranged
which took the delegation to the Beijing
Nature Museum, the Planetarium, and
the Palace Museum; to the Beijing Man
site at Zhou Kou Dian and to a major
seismological observatory; to the Beijing
Children’s Palace, the Xinhua Book-
store, and the China Central Television
Station; and to the Beijing Worker’s
Technological Exchange Center.

The second week was spent in
Shanghai, Hangshou, and Guangshou. In
these cities also the delegation visited
centers operated by city and district divi-
sions of CAST; visited museums and bo-
tanical gardens; TV and radio stations;
‘‘sparetime’’ universities; and children’s
palaces —facilities which provide after
school and vacation time educational
and cultural activities—including one at
Chong Ming, an island commune in the
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Yangtze River; bookstores; a printing
plant; other production facilities; and
street exhibits and art exhibits dealing
with scientific themes.

Numerous discussions were held with
editors and writers associated with popu-
lar science publications aimed at readers
of all ages and degrees of interest and
knowledge of science; with science tele-
vision producers; with directors, science
teachers, and other staff at spare-time
educational institutions for both children
and adults; and with national and local
officials of CAST, its science popular-
ization department, and its department
of international affairs.

The pace was brisk and the informa-
tion provided rapidly assumed flood-lev-
el proportions. The overall impression of
the delegation was one of tremendous in-
terest in science and technology at all
levels in China, coupled with an aware-
ness of deficits and a determination to
catch up on all fronts. The primary rea-
sons given were the substantial need to
develop a technologically sophisticated
population to accomplish the national
goal of the Four Modernizations (agricul-
ture, industry, defense, and science and
technology) and the pressing need to
make up in the shortest possible time for
the science deficit incurred in the years
of the Cultural Revolution when the
higher educational system was in dis-
array. Special concern was expressed in
nearly every meeting for the ‘‘lost gener-
ation”’ of those years. The hope was also
expressed during some of the dis-
cussions that by spreading science infor-
mation as widely as possible some of the
social difficulties resulting from the de-

Marine Technology
Meeting Planned

The AAAS will be a participating
organization in the annual meeting
of the Marine Technology Society.

““The Decade of the Oceans’’ will
be the theme for the conference and
exhibit 6-8 October 1980 at the
Shoreham Hotel in Washington,
D.C. Program topics will include
subjects such as coastal zone man-
agement, marine biology, ocean en-
ergy, geology and geophysics, un-
dersea physics, and sea-floor engi-
neering.

For further details write to Marine
Technology 80, MTS, Suite 412,
1730 M Street, NW, Washington,
D.C. 20036.

veloping rural/urban differentiation and
the technological division of labor could
be reduced.

The delegation was warmly received
in each of the cities visited and left the
PRC with the feeling that, although both
trained personnel and money—particu-
larly foreign exchange funds—are in
very short supply, there is much enthusi-
asm and a firm commitment to raising the
level of scientific knowledge throughout
China. Continuing scientific exchanges
were cited as an essential factor in
achieving that goal.

If the resources can be found to match
the enthusiasm of the science popular-
izers which the AAAS delegation met,
China will certainly make rapid progress
toward producing a substantial group of
individuals with enough training to par-
ticipate in the modernization of industry
and agriculture. Whether it will succeed
in achieving scientific literacy in that
quarter of the world’s population that
calls the PRC home remains, in the
minds of the delegation at least, an open
question.

KATHRYN WOLFF
Publications Office

1980 Annual
SWARM Meeting Held
In Las Vegas

The Southwestern and Rocky Moun-
tain Division (SWARM) of the AAAS
held its 56th annual meeting in Las
Vegas, Nevada, 9-12 April. Henry J.
Shine, Texas Tech University, presided
and delivered the presidential address,
‘‘Reflections on Research.”

A feature of the meeting was the sym-
posium on ‘‘Origin and Evolution of
North American Deserts,’’ sponsored by
the Committee on Desert and Arid Zone
Research (CODAZR). ‘‘Climate Fore-
casting, Consequences, and Responsibil-
ities,”” was the subject of the 47th John
Wesley Powell Annual Memorial Lec-
ture, presented by Michael H. Glantz,
National Center for Atmospheric Re-
search.

Approximately 65 student papers were
presented, with $50 awards being made
for the best in each of the seven sections
of the program. Poster sessions, ar-
ranged by Lora Shields, Navajo Commu-
nity College, were an integral part of the
meeting. The SWARM meeting was held
jointly with the Arizona-Nevada Acad-
emy of Science.

Max Dunford, New Mexico State Uni-
versity, Las Cruces, was chosen presi-
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dent-elect of the Division for next year.
Sam Shushan, University of Colorado,
Boulder, succeeds Shine as president.
Michelle Balcomb, Colorado Mountain
College, will continue as executive offi-
cer. Future SWARM meetings are
scheduled for: 1981 —University of
Northern Colorado, Greeley, 22-25
April; and 1982—New Mexico High-
lands University, Las Vegas, New Mexi-
co, 21-24 April.
J. A. SCHUFLE
New Mexico Highlands University
Secretary, SWARM

Chautauqua

Short Courses for
Nonacademic Scientists
and Engineers

Ten Chautauqua Short Courses will be
open to audiences of undergraduate fac-
ulty and nonacademic professionals in
science and engineering during the 1980-
81 academic year. Course topics are
wide-ranging and include:

e alternative fuels from an engineering

perspective;

e risk-benefit analysis;

e biological and social implications of
recent advances in genetics and fetal
development;

e frontiers of neurosciences;

e immunobiology: evolutionary, de-
velopmental, and molecular per-
spectives;

e remote sensing of the earth;

e chemical oceanography; and

e advances in coherent optical science
and engineering.

Seven courses will be held at the Poly-
technic Institute of New York and five at
the Oregon Graduate Center for Study
and Research.

These short courses differ from the
regular series in that they are open to
nonacademic science and engineering
professionals. The Chautauqua Short
Courses for College Teachers, which will
offer ten subjects in the 1980-81 academ-
ic year, are open only to college faculty
(see Science, page 489, 2 May 1980).

Brochures describing the Chautauqua
Short Courses for Nonacademic Scien-
tists and Engineers, and the short courses
for college teachers, giving schedules
and an application form, will be available
mid-summer from the Office of Science
Education at the AAAS address.

The program, developed annually by
the AAAS, is funded by the National
Science Foundation.
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Obituaries

Andrew D. Althouse of Oxford, Mich-
igan, member of Section M (Engineer-
ing) since 1962, 3 January 1980.

Raymond Thayer Birge, of Berkeley,
California, member of Section B (Phys-
ics) since 1916, 22 March 1980.

Kenneth B. Brown of Columbia, Mis-
souri, member of Section J (Psychology)
since 1962, 12 January 1980.

Rachel F. Brown of Albany, New
York, member of Section N (Medical
Sciences) since 1935, 14 January 1980.

Lee Christie of Los Angeles, Califor-
nia, member of Section J (Psychology)
since 1963, 3 February 1980.

William Gemmell Cochran, professor
of statistics, emeritus, Harvard Univer-
sity, member of Section U (Statistics)
since 1955, 29 March 1980.

Barton J. Dozier of Davis, California,
member of Section G (Biological Sci-
ences) since 1975, 3 December 1979.

James C. Drye of Louisville, Ken-
tucky, member of Section N (Medical
Sciences) since 1956, 5 March 1980.

Lawrence P. Eblin of Athens, Ohio,
member of Section C (Chemistry) since
1961, 9 March 1980.

Milton H. Erickson of Phoenix, Ari-
zona, member of Section N (Medical
Sciences) since 1958, 25 March 1980.

Robert Kendall Fahnestock, professor
of geology, State University of New
York at Freedonia, member of Section E
(Geology and Geography) since 1961, 20
April 1980.

Peter Farb of Amherst, Massachu-
setts, member of Section H (Anthropolo-
gy) since 1958, 8 April 1980.

Donald F. Flick of Arlington, Virginia,
member of Section N (Medical Sciences)
since 1966, 15 February 1980.

James W. Gaither of Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, member of Section J (Psy-
chology) since 1968, 30 March 1980.

Sheldon Glueck, Harvard University
School of Law, member of Section K
(Social and Economic Sciences) since
1969, 10 March 1980.

George F. Grannis of Columbus, Ohio,
member of Section N (Medical Sciences)
since 1963, 14 January 1980.

O. M. Helff of Delray Beach, Florida,
member of Section G (Biological Sci-
ences) since 1924, 14 February 1980.

Franz J. Ingelfinger, Department of
Medicine, Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, member of Section N (Med-
ical Sciences) since 1945, 26 March 1980.

Kenneth H. Jehn, Atmospheric Sci-
ence Group, University of Texas, Aus-
tin, member of Section W (Atmospheric
and Hydrospheric Sciences) since 1948,
5 February 1980.

Charles E. Kellogg of Hyattsville,
Maryland, member of Section O (Agri-
culture) since 1931, and vice president of
the Section in 1952, 9 March 1980.

Richard D. Meyer of Greenville, South
Carolina, member of Section M (Engi-
neering) since 1979, 7 February 1980.

Edward J. Morrison of Columbus,
Ohio, member of Section J (Psychology)
since 1969, 23 February 1980.

Lyle W. Phillips of Chevy Chase,
Maryland, member of Section B (Phys-
ics) since 1971, 31 March 1980.

Richard B. Roberts of Washington,
D.C., member of Section G (Biological
Sciences) since 1938, 4 April 1980.

William Robertson of Sudbury, On-
tario, member of Section B (Physics)
since 1966, 3 March 1980.

Arlene M. Robinson of Columbia, Mis-
souri, member of Section N (Medical
Sciences) since 1959, 17 January 1980.

Alexis L. Romanoff, Cornell Universi-
ty, member of Section G (Biological Sci-
ences) since 1931, 24 January 1980.

Frank D. Schwarz of Somerset, New
Jersey, member of Section M (Engineer-
ing) since 1960, 11 February 1980.

George W. Spangler of Lookout
Mountain, Tennessee, member of Sec-
tion B (Physics) since 1966, 4 February
1980. '

William H. Stein, Rockefeller Insti-
tute, New York, New York, member of
Section N (Medical Sciences) since 1940,
2 February 1980.

.Newton A. Teixeira of Boston, Massa-
chusetts, member of Section M (Engi-
neering) since 1949, 31 December 1979.

Raymond C. Truex of Narberth, Penn-
sylvania, member of Section N (Medical
Sciences) since 1941, 6 February 1980.

Leo J. Vollmayer, Xavier University,
member of Section B (Physics) since
1928, 7 April 1980.

Richard D. Wakely of Hereford, Tex-
as, member since 1976, 18 March 1980.

Harriet Cutler Waterman of Westerly,
Rhode Island, member of Section G (Bi-
ological Sciences) since 1929, 19 March
1980.

Sherwin F. Wood of Thousand Oaks,
California, member of Section G (Biolog-
ical Sciences) since 1935, 8 February
1980.

Ralph J. Zecca of Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania, member of Section N (Medical
Sciences) since 1967, 8 February 1980.

For more information about the ac-
tivities and publications described in
AAAS News, write to the appropriate
office, AAAS, 1776 Massachusetts
Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20036,
unless otherwise indicated.
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