
to know. The request (1) by the National 
Institutes of Health to the Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare Ethics 
Advisory Board for a review of a pro- 
posed additional exemption to the Free- 
dom of Information Act (FOI) for epide- 
miological and clinical research data 
raises a topic of concern that should be 
brought to the attention of the broader 
scientific community and the public 
beyond the researchers and the govern- 
ment agencies immediately affected. In 
the proposed FOI exemption for prelimi- 
nary research data, the traditional rights 
of scientists to analyze incomplete data 
outside the arena of public review are 
recognized. This would minimize the 
premature release of misleading and in- 
complete research findings. Researchers 
and the government also have a respon- 
sibility, however, to make available for 
review and criticism evidence supporting 
scientific claims used in formulating pub- 
lic policies. The "timing" of access to 
preliminary research data may place this 
right and responsibility in conflict. 

The AAAS Committee on Scientific 
Freedom and Responsibility has identi- 
fied this issue of proposed FOI exemp- 
tions for research data as an important 
topic for future discussion. The com- 
mittee invites individuals from the scien- 
tific community and the public to express 
opinions on the proposed exemptions in 
correspondence to the committee office 
at the AAAS address. These opinions 
will be used as a basis for future exami- 
nation of this issue and will be forwarded 
to appropriate government offices when 
and if the proposed exemption is drafted. 

JOHN T. EDSALL 
AAAS Committee on Scientific 
Freedom and Responsibility, 
1515 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
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chemical and pharmaceutical group ( involved in industrial biotechnology since the time of Pasteur ) 
we have deliberately created an independent organization to develop creative interrelationships within 
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Do you want a challenging career ? 

We are looking for additional specialists with proven ability in using recombinant DNA techniques 
( several years of successful experience ) to initiate and participate in our recombinant DNA 
program. 
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