to know. The request (/) by the National
Institutes of Health to the Department of
Health, Education, and Welfare Ethics
Advisory Board for a review of a pro-
posed additional exemption to the Free-
dom of Information Act (FOI) for epide-
miological and clinical research data
raises a topic of concern that should be
brought to the attention of the broader
scientific community and the public
beyond the researchers and the govern-
ment agencies immediately affected. In
the proposed FOI exemption for prelimi-
nary research data, the traditional rights
of scientists to analyze incomplete data
outside the arena of public review are
recognized. This would minimize the
premature release of misleading and in-
complete research findings. Researchers
and the government also have a respon-
sibility, however, to make available for
review and criticism evidence supporting
scientific claims used in formulating pub-
lic policies. The ‘‘timing”’ of access to
preliminary research data may place this
right and responsibility in conflict.

The AAAS Committee on Scientific
Freedom and Responsibility has identi-
fied this issue of proposed FOI exemp-
tions for research data as an important
topic for future discussion. The com-
mittee invites individuals from the scien-
tific community and the public to express
opinions on the proposed exemptions in
correspondence to the committee office
at the AAAS address. These opinions
will be used as a basis for future exami-
nation of this issue and will be forwarded
to appropriate government offices when
and if the proposed exemption is drafted.

JoHN T. EDpsALL
AAAS Committee on Scientific
Freedom and Responsibility,
1515 Massachusetts Avenue, NW,
Washington, D.C. 20005
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Automotive Research

In view of the ‘‘progress’’ in American
automotive research (Letters, 9 May, p.
550) the Cooperative Automotive Re-
search Program (CARP) might be re-
named the Program for Automotive Re-
search Cooperation.

RETO ENGLER
1329 F Street, NW,
Washington, D.C. 20002

Erratum: The title of the report by K. Robie-Suh
et al. (30 May, p. 1031) was incorrectly printed.
It should have been ‘‘Aryl hydrocarbon hydrox-
ylase from humans is inhibited by antibody to rat
liver cytochrome P-450.""
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Science Centennial T-Shirt

Now, for only $5.00 (includes postage and handling),

you too can own an attractive limited-edition
Science Centennial T-Shirt, created especially
for our 100th anniversary. T-Shirts are light blue

50% cotton/50% polyester, with navy trim

and lettering. Available in Adult’s Small,
B Medium, Large and Extra Large.
& AAAS members receive a

10% discount on prepaid orders.

4 Send orderto: ¢
AAAS Sales Dept.
Box TS-3-80
1515 Mass. Ave.,N.W.
Washington, D.C. 2000

All orders under $10.00 must be
prepaid. Please allow 6-8 weeks
for delivery.
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