
symbolic sevens. In one recent appeal to 
his flock, he revealed that God told him 
to make an imprint of his right hand on 
swatches of cloth, which he would send 
free to partners. Roberts promised "spe- 
cial miracles" to partners who touched 
the cloth, but he also' asked for some- 
thing special in return. Specifically, he 
urged partners to enter into a "Blessing- 
Pact Covenant" with God by purchasing 
a portion of the City of Faith-at $38 a 
square foot. 

I asked, "When do I start construc- 
tion, Lord?" 

He said, "I told you there would be a 
breakthrough from heaven in '77. There- 
fore, you are to start in the fall of 1977." 

Despite God's wishes, things got off to 
a slow start and the groundbreaking had 
to be delayed until 24 January 1978-Or- 
al's 60th birthday. In any case, 1977 was 
a bad year. Roberts' oldest daughter, 
Rebecca, and her husband died that Feb- 
ruary in a plane crash. The tragedy 
shook Roberts, who had been looking for 
a "breakthrough from heaven in '77." It 
was in response to "the devil trying to 
mock" him with the deaths that he went 
to the desert and had his vision. 

I asked the Lord, "How much of the 
City of Faith, consisting of the clinic and 
diagnostic center, the research center, 
and the 777-bed medical center, shall I 
start constructing now?" 

He said, "Starting now you are to 
build all of it at the same time, the whole 
of it, leaving nothing out that I have told 
you. 

This divine order has also been cut to 
fit, and the hospital is now slated for 294 
beds. The reason is quite down-to-earth. 
Under the 1974 National Health Planning 
and Resource Development Act, an ef- 
fort by Congress to cut down on ex- 
pensive and redundant medical facilities, 
state and regional planners must certify 
that new health-care centers are needed. 
The certifier in Oklahoma is the three- 
member Oklahoma Health Planning 
Commission (OHPC), with the 30-mem- 
ber Oklahoma Health Systems Agency 
serving as an advisory panel. 

In early 1978, the agency advised 
against certification on the grounds that 
Tulsa already had too many unused hos- 
pital beds. "After all the devil has done 
to stop us," said Roberts at the time, 
"we are still on the firing line and we will 
never quit." 

Picking up the beat, the Roberts forces 
asked the OHPC to certify only a 294- 
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versity would still build the whole 30-sto- 
ry building, but equip less than half the 
shell. Thereafter it would add about 80 
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The Strategic Petroleum Reserve 
Program (Science, 10 August 1979) 
continues to occupy a paradoxical po- 
sition on the national agenda. On the 
one hand, Carter Administration offi- 
cials still speak of establishing a large 
oil reserve in Gulf Coast salt domes 
as being "critical" to national security. 
On the other hand, filling the reserve 
continues to be deferred from one 
year to the next. 

On 3 April, Ruth M. Davis, the as- 
sistant secretary of energy for re- 
source applications, explained to a 
Senate appropriations subcommittee 
that the Administration has now de- 
cided, as part of President Carter's 
budget-balancing and anti-inflation 
strategy, to defer putting more oil into 
the reserve until June 1981. But at 
the same time Davis told the sub- 
committee that if past appropriations 
for the purchase of oil-appropria- 
tions now totaling $4.1 billion-were 
allowed to expire, the Administration's 
oil-acquisition strategy would be "se- 
verely constrained." She noted that 
"changes of policy have not been in- 
frequent," and observed that "it's ex- 
tremely important" to have on hand 
the necessary storage facilities and 
funds for resuming filling operations. 

Senator Ted Stevens (R-Alaska), 
who was chairing the hearing, had 
nothing good to say about the Admin- 
istration's position. "Sometimes I feel 
constrained by the subcommittee's 
policy against political rhetoric," he 
observed at one point. "I think it's 
been demonstrated that there is not a 
national commitment to the Strategic 
Petroleum Reserve." 

Stevens said he will recommend 
that money previously appropriated 
for oil purchases be reappropriated for 
other purposes. But he wants devel- 
opment of oil storage capacity in the 
Louisiana and east Texas salt domes 
to continue against the chance that 
filling the reserve eventually will be re- 
sumed. 

The goal is to have at least 750 mil- 
lion barrels in the reserve, enough for 
delivery of 4 to 5 million barrels a day 
to refineries (via pipelines and coastal 
tankers) for a period of a half-year or 
longer. At the moment, only 91.7 mil- 
lion barrels are in storage, and no oil 
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has been purchased for the reserve 
since late 1978. The capacity of the 
reserve is now about 248 million bar- 
rels, and, with leaching of the domes 
continuing, it should increase to 550 
million barrels by the end of 1986. 

Unconfirmed news reports last year 
indicated that Saudi Arabia, not want- 
ing to see its influence over world oil 
prices diminished by a large U.S. oil 
reserve, had exacted a commitment 
from Secretary of Energy Charles 
Duncan that filling of the reserve 
would not be resumed. In reply to 
questions from Senator Stevens, Da- 
vis said that Duncan had made no 
commitments to the Saudis and had 
been asked for none. But she said 
producing as well as consuming na- 
tions would have to be consulted be- 
fore the United States again began 
buying oil for the reserve. 
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Ethics and Drug Ads- 
A Slip Up in Bangladesh 
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Any pharmaceutical company with 
scores of subsidiaries operating 
around the world will necessarily have 
to take special pains if all of the 
people acting in its name are to ob- 
serve proper ethical standards in mar- 
keting company products. Bristol- 
Myers, Inc., of New York now knows, 
from an embarrassing episode in Ban- 
gladesh, that its past efforts in this re- 
gard have not gone far enough. 

The company's subsidiary in Dacca 
published in the 31 January issue of 
the Bangladesh Times an advertise- 
ment which refers to "our life-sav- 
ing anti-cancer drug 'CeeNu Cap- 
sules.'.. ." Nowhere does the ad ac- 
knowledge that, like other cancer 
drugs, this one is useful only for treat- 
ment of a few specific cancers (brain 
tumors and Hodgkin's disease) and 
does not offer an unfailing cure. 

Jerry Parrott, director of public rela- 
tions for Bristol-Myers, told Science 
that, beside the fact the ad was mis- 
leading, "it is strictly against company 
policy to advertise pharmaceutical 
products in public media in any coun- 
try, even when permitted by law." He 
said that Flavio Tomassini, president 
of the company's international divi- 
sion, has recently dispatched to all of 
Bristol-Myers' overseas subsidiaries a 
message to that effect. 
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"~~~~~~~~~- ~~Briefing "~~~~~~~~~- ~~Briefing "~~~~~~~~~- ~~Briefing 
The ad came to the attention of 

company officials in early March after 
an article-bearing the headline "Bris- 
tol-Myers' Third World Cancer 
Cure"-appeared in the Multinational 
Monitor, a periodical published by the 
Corporate Accountability Research 
Group in Washington. 

The explanation given by the Ban- 
gladesh subsidiary was that some 
drug retailers had marked up drug 
prices to unconscionably high levels 
and that the purpose of the ad was to 
inform the public of the maximum 
price of "CeeNu" (a drug now being 
sold in Bangladesh for the first time) 
fixed by the government. 

Parrott knows of no other instance 
of such an ad being published by a 
Bristol-Myers subsidiary. But he con- 
cedes that plans for promotional cam- 
paigns by overseas subsidiaries are 
not cleared by the New York office. 
Moreover, company policy manuals 
distributed to subsidiaries have not 
explicitly stated that ads for Bristol- 
Myers products shall not appear in 
newspapers or other publications of 
general circulation. 

The Bangladesh embassy in Wash- 
ington alerted the health ministry in 
Dacca to the ad after learning of it 
from the Multinational Monitor. Bris- 
tol-Myers has as yet heard nothing 
from Dacca about the incident. 
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Environmental leaders got some 
bad news the other day when briefed 
by the Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB) on plans to balance the 
budget and reduce inflation. 

They had been urging OMB to look 
hard at projects such as the Red River 
and Tennessee-Tombigbee water- 
ways, which they regard as congres- 
sional pork. At the same time, they 
had urged that the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund for purchase of 
federal and state parkland not be cut. 

What they learned from OMB was 
that Conservation Fund cuts had been 
made totaling nearly $600 million, or 
well over half of all of the money in the 
fund for fiscal 1980 and 1981. But cuts 
made in the fiscal 1981 water projects 
budget of $3.8 billion totaled only 
$165 million. 
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OMB said that all cuts were worked 
out with congressional leaders. To the 
environmentalists, this told a lot; the 
congressional leadership, especially 
in the House, has resisted efforts at 
water policy reform. 
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Status of the Leopard 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
is now proposing to remove the leop- 
ard of sub-Saharan Africa from "en- 
dangered" status and allow sports 
hunters to import leopard trophies into 
the United States. The proposal will 
be opposed by some but not all wild- 
life protection groups. How these 
groups view the proposal turns both 
on differences of philosophy about 
hunting and of perception about the 
practicalities of African wildlife man- 
agement. 

The Fish and Wildlife Service, 
which will not take final action on its 
proposal before the end of June, has 
concluded that leopard populations in 
all parts of sub-Saharan Africa except 
Somalia are large enough to justify 
reclassifying this species from endan- 
gered to "threatened." This would 
mean that the leopard is no longer 
considered endangered in this part of 
its range but is not out of trouble be- 
cause of factors such as habitat de- 
struction, poaching, and poisoning by 
African ranchers alarmed at their kill- 
ing of livestock. From reports by field 
researchers the Service puts the total 
leopard population of sub-Saharan Af- 
rica at anywhere from 230,000 to well 
over a million. 

The reclassification would leave in 
place the ban on importation of leop- 
ard skins by furriers, which in the late 
1960's was running as high as 9000 
skins a year. The rationale for alloW- 
ing the importation of sports trophies, 
as requested by the Safari Club Inter- 
national, is that sports hunting can be 
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the Defenders, says "a live leopard 
can be of more economic value to a 
country than a dead one by virtue of 
the tourist trade it could encourage as 
well as its contribution to a healthy 
ecosystem." Leopards are secretive 
and nocturnal, but are in fact some- 
times seen by tourists who visit game 
parks. 

Lewis Regenstein, executive vice 
president of the Fund for Animals, 
says, "The African rancher doesn't 
understand why he should leave the 
stock-killing leopard alone so that 
some white hunter can shoot it and 
put it on his wall. It is a very elitist 
argument." 

The World Wildlife Fund, U.S.A., 
and the African Wildlife Leadership 
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Foundation are not opposed to hunt- 
ing. While these organizations have 
not taken a position yet on the Ser- 
vice's proposal, they seem likely to 
go along with it. 

Russell E. Train, president of the 
Wildlife Fund, says that as one who 
has adamantly opposed the luxury 
trade in leopard skins for fur coats, he 
finds it awkward to draw a distinction 
in favor of importation of leopard 
trophies. But he does not think trophy 
hunting will endanger the leopard. 
Moreover, he does not feel comfort- 
able second-guessing African officials 
who may wish to encourage such 
hunting in their countries; sports hunt- 
ing is permitted, he points out, under 
the Convention on International Trade 
in Endangered Species which he 
helped to negotiate. 

On the other hand, Train agrees 
with Regenstein and Lyster that tour- 
ism and wildlife viewing and photo- 
graphic safaris hold the greatest eco- 
nomic promise for the African coun- 
tries. 
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