
Grants Offered to Foreign Graduate Students 
to Attend R&D Colloquium 

Self-sponsored foreign graduate students studying in the United States are 
invited to apply for grants of up to $200 toward travel expenses for attending 
the fifth Annual R&D Public Policy Colloquium, to be held in Washington, 
D.C., 19-20 June. Registration expenses for successful applicants will be paid 
by AAAS. 

Applicants should submit (i) a curriculum vitae; (ii) a budget (round-trip 
transportation to Washington, D.C., and living expenses); and (iii) a short 
statement (250 to 300 words) describing focus of current research, career plans 
(how training is expected to be applied on return to home country), and interest 
in attending the R&D Colloquium. Materials should be sent to Denise Weiner, 
Office of International Science, at the AAAS address. Applications must be 
received no later than 9 May 1980. 
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dancers, in grass skirts, strings of dogs' 
teeth and shells and beaded arm and leg 
bands, waved bundles of croton leaves 
as they danced to ancestral feast tattoos 
sounded on six garamuts (slit drums). 
Barnabas Kombil, premier of the Manus 
Provincial Government, and Catherine 
Bateson cut the ribbon for the official 
opening of the Margaret Mead Commu- 
nity Center. 

Mead, who had built a haus miting 
(meetinghouse) of native materials for 
the village, would have applauded the 
more permanent building that was re- 
placing it now that the old building was 
gone. She would have been pleased that 
a small group of her friends, including 
John Kilepak, had made a substantial 
contribution to the completion of the 
Center. 

Her friends and associates are car- 
rying on studies in Pere, made possible 
largely by Mead's generosity in sharing 
her records. Schwartz has completed a 
25-year study which will be published as 
a dictionary and grammar in Titan, the 
language of the people of Pere and other 
Manus people. It will preserve their hith- 
erto unwritten language, which might 
otherwise be forgotten in a generation or 
two. 

As a longtime associate, I am, with 
the aid of Mead's field notes and cen- 
suses, constructing genealogies for each 
family in Pere. 

The people of Pere and Margaret 
Mead shared their vivid and cherished 
memories of the past, their sense that the 
present is but a bridge between past and 
future, and their concern for the continu- 
ities which make a tapestry of past, 
present, and future. With her sense of 
the strength that comes from relatedness 
of generations and ties that bind together 
nuclear and extended families, Margaret 
Mead was at home and congenial with 
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her friends in Pere. They poured out 
their grief in the most important of an- 
cient ceremonies. For them she had 
made the passage from life among the 
living to life among the ancestors who al- 
ways seemed near and concerned for 
those who remained behind. For her 
friends in Pere, Margaret was now an an- 
cestor, who was with the ancestors who 
had accepted her in Pere 50 years before. 

BARBARA HONEYMAN ROLL 

Carmel, California 

Chile Hosts 
Arid Lands Congress 

The third International Congress on 
Studies in Arid and Semi-arid Zones was 
held 15-19 January in La Serena, Chile. 

Some 300 participants attended ses- 
sions on a variety of topics, including 
problems of desertification, soil re- 
sources, climate, production of primary 
forage, animal production, energy, and 
arid land crops. 

Thirty invited representatives of Ar- 
gentina, Bolivia, Chile, Israel, Mexico, 
Peru, and the United States drafted a po- 
sition paper on policies and technologies 
for development in Latin-American arid 
zones. Priscilla Reining, of the AAAS 
Office of International Science and staff 
representative of the Committee on Arid 
Lands, participated in the congress and 
helped draft the position paper. 

The paper calls for a reinforcement of 
national programs and institutions and 
considers the possibility of a permanent 
secretary. It further recommends that 
education in arid areas be devised in the 
context of agriculture, mining, and irri- 
gation on the one hand and migration, 
social groupings, and urbanization on the 
other. Conferees suggested special atten- 
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tion be placed on developing extension 
programs for rural residents. 

The congress was held under the aus- 
pices of the University of Chile's Re- 
search Program in Arid and Semi-arid 
Zones; the Organization for American 
States; the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific, and Cultural Organization; 
and the regional government in La Se- 
rena. 

Fifth Annual R&D 
Public Policy Colloquium 

For the fifth year, the AAAS will hold 
a colloquium in Washington, D.C., at 
which leaders from government, indus- 
try, and the scientific and technical com- 
munity will discuss issues of current con- 
cern relating to research and develop- 
ment (R&D) and public policy. 

The R&D Public Policy Colloquium 
will be held 19-20 June 1980 at the 
Shoreham Americana Hotel in Washing- 
ton, D.C. In keeping with AAAS policy, 
the meeting will be accessible to handi- 
capped participants. 

In addition to topics related to federal 
R&D, the FY 1981 budget, industrial 
R&D and the economy, and internation- 
al aspects of R&D, the program will in- 
clude state and local interests in R&D. 

Research and Development: AAAS 
Report V will be available in book form 
in time for the June 1980 Colloquium. 

In another part of the R&D and Public 
Policy project, AAAS and 15 other sci- 
entific, engineering, and higher educa- 
tion organizations collaborated in the 
preparation of the third annual inter- 
society report on R&D in the federal 
budget. The document, Intersociety Pre- 
liminary Analyses of R&D in the FY 1981 
Budget, is designed to provide indepen- 
dent examinations of the administration's 
proposals for support of R&D soon 
enough after release of President Car- 
ter's budget to serve as a resource for 
members of the participating organiza- 
tions and other persons in govern- 
ment, industry, and academia who are 
involved in the congressional budget 
process. The report was published on 
29 February. 

The intersociety project began in 1978 
when seven groups cooperated in the 
preparation of a report on support for 
R&D in the President's FY 1979 budget 
and of a follow-up report in the fall sum- 
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disciplinary summaries of R&D in the 
social and behavioral sciences, physics, 
chemistry, chemical engineering, biol- 
ogy, the mathematical and computer sci- 
ences, electrotechnology, and the atmo- 
spheric and oceanographic sciences 
were included. 

A limited supply of single copies is 
available from the Office of Public Sector 
Programs at the AAAS address. 

AAAS Begins 
Nutrition Fellowship 

Political decision-makers increasingly 
have to concern themselves with food 
safety, human nutrition, and related 
health issues. To promote a more ef- 
fective liaison between policy-makers and 
nutritionists, AAAS recently announced 
the establishment of a Nutrition Re- 
search and Food Safety Fellowship. 

One postdoctoral nutritionist will be 
selected to spend 1 year, beginning 1 
September 1980, working as an analyst 
with the Science Policy Division of the 
Congressional Research Service, a part 
of the U.S. Library of Congress. Poten- 
tial assignments may include researching 
and writing reports on general issues as- 
sociated with nutrition and cancer, hu- 
man nutrition and food safety, problems 
specifically related to nutrition for the el- 
derly, and food additive issues of legisla- 
tive interest. 

Prospective candidates, in addition to 
exceptional competence in their field, 
should demonstrate an ability to work in- 
dependently and write clearly. Payment 
for the year, which is fully taxable, will 
range as high as $25,000. 

Deadline for receipt of applications is 
30 April 1980. For application materials, 
write Nutrition Research and Food 
Safety Fellowship Program at the AAAS 
address. 

Science in Sri Lanka 
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Science in Sri Lanka 
The 35th annual meeting of the Sri 

Lanka Association for the Advancement 
of Science (SLAAS) was held at the Co- 
lombo campus of the University of Sri 
Lanka, 15-19 December 1979. AAAS 
was represented by Frances M. Dyro, 
chief, Neurophysiology Laboratory, 
Veterans Administration, West Rox- 
bury, Massachusetts. 

The theme of the meeting was "Plan- 
ning for Health," and the chief guest was 
V. T. Herath Gunaratne, regional direc- 
tor of the Southeast Region of the World 
Health Organization. The inaugural ad- 
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dress was given by the Honorable Ga- 
mini Jayasuruja, minister of health of Sri 
Lanka. The general president of the 
SLAAS, Professor S. R. Kottegoda, 
dean of the faculty of medicine, dis- 
cussed planning for health in his opening 
address. The organization has evolved a 
health plan for the Mahaweli region of 
Sri Lanka. 

The subsequent 4 days were divided 
into presentations by foreign delegates 
and by presidents of the six major divi- 
sions of the Association. Many of the 
sessions dealt with economic and agri- 
cultural problems in a developing coun- 
try. 

Popular science lectures were present- 
ed to the general public by foreign dele- 
gates and translated into Sinhala, one of 
the languages of Sri Lanka, by local 
members. Topics ranged from dis- 
cussions of the effects of shift work on 
circadian rhythms to reports on scientific 
measurements of yogis. 

Dyro gave a lecture on modern and an- 
cient methods of treating pain. 

Social events were held at the new 
,headquarters building, designed by 
SLAAS member Justin Samareskera and 
opened in time for the meeting. The Sri 
Lanka Association was represented at 
the AAAS annual meeting in San Fran- 
cisco by H. S. D. Soysa. Soysa is cur- 
rently pursuing postdoctoral research in 
chemistry at the University of Califor- 
nia, Davis. 

Obituaries 
The obituary column has been reinsti- 

tuted to inform readers about the deaths 
of AAAS members. It will appear quar- 
terly. 

Frederick L. Browne of Madison, Wis- 
consin, member of Section C (Chemis- 
try) since 1921, 20 November 1979. 

Charlene M. Burrell of St. Petersburg, 
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