Seek peaks at 206 nm
and get up to 200x

the sensitivity of
monitoring at 280 nm...

..with the new Uvicord S
UV monitor

Sensitivity is increased up to 200x for proteins when you
monitor at 206 nm with LKB’s new Uvicord® S UV-monitor.
This unique instrument will detect non-aromatic peptides,
polysaccharides, nucleotides, lipids and steroids as well as
proteins. And, naturally, you can also monitor at 254 or

280 nm.

Enhanced versatility has required no compromise in stabil-
ity. Quite the contrary. Sophisticated optics and solid state
circuitry provide outstanding linearity. And you can monitor
simultaneously at high and low sensitivities.

Unlike others, the new Uvicord S UV-monitor is contained
in a single small case which mounts easily on a fraction col-
lector or ring stand. And its low price matches its small size.

Contact LKB today for full details.
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LETTERS
New Recombinant DNA Guidelines

The statement that *‘ All gene splicing
experiments with E. coli K12 may
now be conducted in minimal (P1)
containment’” (News and Comment,
15 Feb., p. 745) is not correct. The re-
vised National Institutes of Health
(NIH) Guidelines for Recombinant DNA
Research, as promulgated on 29 January
1980, continue to prohibit certain experi-
ments using E. coli K-12 and continue to
exempt others from the guidelines. Still
other experiments are permitted at Pl
containment, but only when an EKI1
host-vector system is used, *‘(i.e., (a) the
host shall not contain conjunction-pro-
ficient plasmids or generalized trans-
ducing phages, and (b) lambda or lamb-
doid bacteriophages or non-conjugative
plasmids shall be used as vectors).”’ The
September 1979 proposal of the NIH Re-
combinant DNA Advisory Committee
was not accepted in toto. The NIH Di-
rector rejected an exempt status for such
experiments and required a more con-
servative review procedure for ‘‘any ex-
periment in which there is a deliberate
attempt to have the E. coli K-12 effi-
ciently express any gene coding for a eu-
karyotic protein.”’

BERNARD TALBOT
Office of the Director,
National Institutes of Health,
Bethesda, Maryland 20205

Caffeine Study

Michael Jacobson (Letters, 18 Jan., p.
258) quotes a paper by our team in sup-
port of his assertion that caffeine is te-
ratogenic (/). This statement is somewhat
overstretching our conclusions.

Our study compared the frequency of
various environmental, including diet-
ary, factors in a group of 202 mothers
(cases) of newborn children with birth
defects and in a group of 175 mothers
(control) of normal children. Average
coffee intake, during pregnancy, as re-
ported by the mothers after delivery,
was one factor that showed a statisti-
cally significant (P < .05) difference be-
tween the two groups. This difference
was particularly marked for heavy coffee
consumption, defined as 8 cups or more
per day. Heavy coffee drinkers were rep-
resented by 22 percent of the case group
versus 12 percent in the control group.

While we considered this observation
worth publishing, our conclusions were
deliberately cautious: ‘‘The data pre-
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