In the time it takes you
to read this ad
you could have loaded
20 samples onto your
electrofocusing gel

That’s how easy it is with LKB’s Multiphor® unit. And duration
of the runs is also short: the precisely engineered all-glass cooling
stage means that you can apply higher power for faster runs—
higher field strengths for sharper resolution. With the Multiphor
unit and LKB’s power supply you can do up to 48 samples in less
than two hours!

Besides being the system of choice for analytical and prepara-
tive electrofocusing, the Multiphor unit is excellent for elec-
trophoresis as well. Simply add the required kit and you’re ready
to work with SDS-polyacrylamide gels, agarose gels — even
immunoelectrophoretic methods.

For safety the Multiphor unit is also unique. There is no metal
in the cooling stage to invite short circuits, the electrode design
makes it almost impossible to come into contact with high volt-
age, and the power supply has a safety interlock so you can con-
nect it to your own equipment without additional risk. ’

If you think that a system which offers so much in speed, repro-
ducibility, versatility and safety has to be costly, think again. The
Multiphor system is one of the least expensive flat bed instru-
ments available. Send for details today. (And be sure to ask for
pertinent LKB Application Notes, a free subscription to Acta
Ampholinae and information about forthcoming electrofocusing
seminars and workshops.)

LKB Instruments Inc.
12221 Parklawn Drive Rockville, MD 20852
301: 881-2510
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LETTERS
TCDD in Coal Fly Ash

Scientists at the Dow Chemical Com-
pany are naturally interested in the re-
port by B. J. Kimble and M. L. Gross (4
Jan., p 59) ‘‘Tetrachlorodibenzo-p-diox-
in [TCDD] quantitation in stack-collect-
ed coal fly ash,’’ in which the authors ex-
trapolate one data point to show that
2,3,7,8-TCDD was not present in fly ash
from a ‘‘modern power plant.”’ They
then extrapolate this result to support a
statement that a conclusion reached by
Dow scientists in an earlier report (/)
was ‘‘invalid.”” To resolve the apparent
differences we asked the authors to col-
laborate with us in sampling and analyz-
ing fly ash from the same power plant.
We were told that they were not free to
disclose the name or location of the pow-
erhouse. We then attempted to obtain
the information using the Freedom of In-
formation Act through the Department
of Energy (DOE), which operates the
Laboratory for Energy-Related Health
Research (ERHR) at the University of
California, Davis. The reply from DOE
states that they checked with the direc-
tor of ERHR at Davis and conclude that
‘‘we have no document or record of any
kind which gives the location of the
‘commercial coal combustion facility’
and I [David A. Smith] do not know its
location.”” Regardless of the quality of
the work, the integrity of the report is
thus placed in jeopardy, since the source
of the sample cannot be identified, and
confirmation of the result cannot be
made.

WARREN B. CRUMMETT
Analytical Laboratories, Michigan
Division, Dow Chemical, U.S.A.,
Midland 48640
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Time and Effort Reporting: Déja Vu?

On 6 March 1979, the Office of Man-
agement and Budget (OMB) issued a re-
vision of circular A-21. It is the govern-
ment’s theory that it reimburses univer-
sities for costs incurred for research only
if it agrees that the costs are allowable.
Circular A-21 describes criteria for al-
lowability of such costs at educational
institutions. The new version requires ef-
fort reports, accounting for the time, or
““‘workload,”” or ‘‘effort”” of faculty
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