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LETTERS
AAAS Elections and Equal Rights

In studying the outcome of the 1979
AAAS annual elections (24 Aug. 1979, p.
783; 7 Dec. 1979, p. 1170), we were
struck by an apparent inequity in the
electorate’s treatment of the sexes. In 73
elections involving 2 to 16 candidates,
we counted 224 candidates for 112 of-
fices. We classified them as male (M) or
female (F) and as elected (E) or not elect-
ed (N). Thus for all candidates:

Sex E N Total
M 84 100 184
F 28 12 40
Total 112 112 224

If we eliminate from the classification all
those contests involving only male can-
didates (there were no all-female c::n-
tests), the discrepancy is even more
striking.

Sex E N Total
M 28 44 72
F 28 12 40
Total 56 56 112

We see that in elections where both sex-
es were represented, 39 percent of the
male candidates won, while in contrast
70 percent of the female candidates won.
If we reject as untenable the theory
that the electorate is swayed by such an
irrelevant characteristic as sex, this sug-
gests that the nominating committees are
applying more exacting standards to fe-
male candidates.
Or vice versa.
STEPHEN M. STIGLER
VIRGINIA L. STIGLER
5816 South Blackstone Avenue,
Chicago, Illinois 60637

Is the Paranormal ‘‘Normal’’?

Nicholas Wade (News and Comment,
4 Jan., p. 41) writes of Wagner and
Monnett’s conclusion that American col-
lege professors have much more positive
attitudes toward extrasensory percep-
tion (ESP) than does the American popu-
lation in general. They report that 15 per-
cent think ESP is scientifically estab-
lished and 50 percent think it is a likely
possibility. It is more likely, however,
that college professors are simply typical
Americans. In a representative survey of
the American population, conducted in
1973, Greeley (/) found that 58 percent
of the population believed they had per-

sonally experienced at least one form of
ESP (mind-to-mind contact with some-
one at a distance). Greeley further found
that people who believe they have per-
sonally experienced ESP are significant-
ly better educated and more liberal than
those who do not believe they have per-
sonally experienced ESP. For those who
believe that the characteristics of the ma-
jority or the more educated determine
what is ‘‘normal,”” one may draw the in-
teresting conclusion that people who do
not think they have had a psychic experi-
ence are ‘‘abnormal!”’

CHARLES T. TART
Department of Psychology, University
of California, Davis 95616
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Social Science: Ethics of Research

I am writing to correct some of the
more blatant errors in Constance Hol-
den’s article ‘‘Ethics in social science re-
search”” (News and Comment, 2 Nov.
1979, p. 537) and to raise an issue or two
for your readers.

Many items in the first two paragraphs
of Holden’s article are not accurate. In
addition to those mentioned in the letter
from Horowitz (30 Nov. 1979, p. 1022)
and in the erratum in the same issue, I
note the following errors. My research
on impersonal sex acts in public rest-
rooms was conducted not ‘‘in 1969’ but
from 1965 to 1968. Observations of these
acts were made in dozens of public rest
facilities rather than ‘‘in a public bath-
room.”” My study was not ‘‘designed to
cast light on society’s treatment of ho-
mosexuals,”” noble as such a purpose
might be, but to investigate a covert and
highly stigmatized form of behavior en-
gaged in by men who claim a range of
sexual orientations and life-styles.

I did fill the role of a ‘‘watchqueen’’ to
alert the participants to approaching in-
truders, although the purpose of per-
forming those duties was to facilitate ob-
serving sexual behavior in a natural set-
ting in the least obtrusive way possible.
Rather than ‘‘lying’’ to the Department
of Motor Vehicles (as the article’s in-
dictment reads) in order to trace license
numbers of potential respondents, I mis-
represented myself to the local campus
police as engaging in ‘‘market research®
for the purpose of protecting my re-
spondents. The implication that I ‘‘then
joined a public health survey team’’ in
order to deceive my ‘‘subjects’’ is a dis-
tortion.
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Holden may be correct in noting that
Tearoom Trade ‘*has become a classic in
the fast-growing field of ethics in social
science research, where it is commonly

cited as a crass violation of subjects’

rights.”” What she does not report, how-
ever, is that the book won the C. Wright
Mills Award of the Society for the Study
of Social Problems in 1970 as ‘‘the out-
standing work on a social issue.”’

It is disturbing to learn for the first
time, from a journal article, of a 2-day
conference that apparently featured dis-
cussion of my work. Are the distortions
of fact perhaps the result of mis-
representations made in materials pre-
sented at that conference, to which I had
no access?

Innumerable commentators have ar-
raigned my dissertation research on
charges comparable to those cited by
Holden. Who, on the other hand, has
mentioned the following points about the
tearoom study?

1) Not one of my 100 respondents has
ever reported suffering harm as a result
of my research.

2) Many of my respondents (both
those who were fully informed about the
research and other, ‘‘deceived’” men
who later read the book), not to mention
hundreds of other °‘‘tearoom partici-
pants,”’ have expressed appreciation for
ways they have benefited from the study.

3) The moral entrepreneurs fail to
note that, in the mid-1960’s, the sociolo-
gists had no Code of Ethics mentioning
the need for ‘‘informed consent.’’ The is-
sue was never raised in my graduate
studies, and I had never thought about
that as a matter of concern. As Holden
grants, I ‘‘was scrupulous about guard-
ing the confidentiality’’ of my respon-
dents. That was all anyone knew about
the ethics of research in those days.

4) In the revised (1975) edition of Tea-
room Trade, 1 added a 57-page ‘‘Retro-
spect”” on ethical issues, including a
complete reprinting of the major critical
publications available at that time.

Do my critics offer me a comparable
platform? Have those affluent founda-
tions that foster the work and careers of
the Ayatollahs of Research Ethics ever
considered the possibility of allowing
those of us assumed to be guilty to enter
into dialogue with our accusers?

LAuD HUMPHREYS
Department of Sociology, Pitzer
College, Claremont Colleges,
Claremont, California 91711

The letter from Horowitz, aside from
its self-serving bromides, objects to the
fact that an author who was ‘‘mentioned
repeatedly’’ at a social science confer-
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ence was not invited to attend. Well,
who was to know in advance that the au-
thor would be mentioned repeatedly?
Nowhere does this well-known gate-
keeper-editor, Horowitz, commend Hol-
den for her brilliant article, which makes
clear what is generally obscured by the
social science jargon of our time.
BEN Russak
Crane, Russak & Company, Inc.,
3 East 44 Street, New York 10017

Power-Line Radiation

Thorne and Tsurutani (Reports, 25 May
1979, p. 839) address some important
questions regarding power-line radiation
(PLR) in the magnetosphere, a subject
that has become a topic of intense re-
search in recent years (/-3). Although
Thorne and Tsurutani accept the exis-
tence of PLR in the magnetosphere, they
conclude that it is unimportant in com-
parison to naturally occurring waves.
We believe that their conclusion, based
on analysis of a limited amount of data,
is premature and that it is important to
further investigate this man-made per-
turbation of the space environment out
to a distance many times the radius of
the earth.

It has been clearly demonstrated that
PLR can trigger emissions that strongly
interact with trapped energetic particles
in the magnetosphere (2). However be-
cause of limitations in signal detection
and processing techniques that have
been employed to date, it is not always
possible to determine conclusively
whether a given emission is triggered or
is generated spontaneously. For this rea-
son, it is not possible at present to make
a quantitative comparison between PLR
effects and natural effects.

The main argument of Thorne and
Tsurutani is based on the fact that their
data on ELF (extremely low frequency)
chorus collected by the Orbiting Geo-
physical Observatory (OGO) do not
show significant variations at different
longitudes that could be attributed to
PLR. This is contrary to earlier results
based on ELF and very low frequency
data collected by OGO-3 (3). This dis-
crepancy is not too surprising in view of
the fact that the two relatively small data
sets were acquired by different instru-
ments covering different frequency
ranges and were analyzed differently.
Without getting into detailed technical
arguments, we simply wish to make a
fundamental point concerning their data
—that the absence of evidence should
not be used as evidence for absence.

15 FEBRUARY 1980

There are undoubtedly waves of en-
tirely natural origin that are important
for magnetospheric dynamics. However,
their importance cannot be used as evi-
dence against the importance of PLR un-
less it is supported by a quantitative
comparison. Such a comparison will re-
quire improved techniques for identi-
fying PLR and PLR-trlggereq emissions.
Fortunately progress can be aad is being
made in that direction. Fg; example,
since the report by Thorne and Tsuru-
tani, direct evidence of PLR has been
found in the deep magnetosphere in data
from ISEE-1 and GEOS satellites (¢).
Theoretical and experimental studies of
PLR sources are under way or are being
planned by a number of research teams
around the world (5).

It will be some time before we fully un-
derstand PLR effects and their impor-
tance, vis-a-vis natural phenomena, but
there is certainly no basis at present to
dismiss PLR as unimportant.

C. G. Park
R. A. HELLIWELL
Radioscience Laboratory, Stanford,
University, Stanford, California 94305
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S. The PLR intensities near power lines have been
recently measured by R. Barr in New Zealand
and T. Yoshino in Japan, both of whom used
ground-based as well as balloon and rocket-
borne instruments. Yoshino and his colleagues
plan to make more measurements using bal-
loons, rockets, and satellites. The University of
Manitoba, Stanford University, and the Sandia
Corporation plan to make balloon measure-
ments in Manitoba, Canada, in collaboration
with the Manitoba Hydro.

Park and Helliwell disagree with por-
tions of our Science report, particularly
our conclusion that the stimulated gener-
ation of magnetospheric chorus by PLR
is unimportant in comparison to natural-
ly occurring waves. We argue that our
conclusion remains valid. There is no
conclusive evidence of any dependence
of outer zone chorus on geographical
longitude. Claims of such evidence (1)
are based on erroneous statistical argu-
ments (2). Furthermore, such a depen-
dence would not be expected because
chorus occurs on magnetic field lines
that intercept the polar regions of the
earth, well away from high-density popu-
lation centers. As we stated in our re-
port, PLR would also be strongly damp-
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