
makers though it may be, tumors do not 
bear tags identifying their cause or 
causes. However, in an attempt to quan- 
tify a risk, the National Academy of Sci- 
ences' report on saccharin cites a maxi- 
mum figure of 3640 cases of cancer per 
year due to that chemical (10). Estimates 
have not been made for other food addi- 
tives. Considering the various known 
and suspected carcinogens in our food 

supply, I think my figure of "a maximum 
of 10,000 to 20,000" deaths per year 
(approximately 1/2 to 1 percent of all 
deaths) was reasonable and, in the con- 
text, highlighted that (i) food additives 
cause a certain amount of illness and 
death, but asmall amount compared to 
dietary fat, alcohol, and smoking; and (ii) 
deaths due to food additives are largely 
unnecessary because harmful additives 
are usually easily controlled. 

Reports in the media that a chemical 
causes cancer often do lead to public 
concern. It is indeed unfortunate that 
people have to be troubled about chem- 
icals that pose only a slight risk to a 
given individual. In fact, regulatory 
agencies were set up, in part, to save 
people the trouble of worrying about 
each and every little hazard. The 
agencies have a legal responsibility to re- 
strict the use of chemicals that pose min- 
iscule hazards to individuals, but signifi- 
cant dangers to the population as a 
whole. It is unfortunate that massive 
public pressure has been the only ef- 
fective mechanism for overcoming bu- 
reaucratic lethargy and industrial opposi- 
tion to controlling environmental haz- 
ards (11). 
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Erratum: In the article "Park is sought to save In- 
dian tribe in Brazil" (News and Comment, 7 Dec. 
1979, p. 1160), the University of Pennsylvania is giv- 
en as the affiliation of Napoleon Chagnon. This is not 
correct. Chagnon is a member of the faculty of Penn- 
sylvania State University. 

18 JANUARY 1980 

Erratum: In the article "Park is sought to save In- 
dian tribe in Brazil" (News and Comment, 7 Dec. 
1979, p. 1160), the University of Pennsylvania is giv- 
en as the affiliation of Napoleon Chagnon. This is not 
correct. Chagnon is a member of the faculty of Penn- 
sylvania State University. 

18 JANUARY 1980 

Erratum: In the article "Park is sought to save In- 
dian tribe in Brazil" (News and Comment, 7 Dec. 
1979, p. 1160), the University of Pennsylvania is giv- 
en as the affiliation of Napoleon Chagnon. This is not 
correct. Chagnon is a member of the faculty of Penn- 
sylvania State University. 

18 JANUARY 1980 Circle No. 93 on Readers' Service Card Circle No. 93 on Readers' Service Card Circle No. 93 on Readers' Service Card 261 261 261 


	Article Contents
	p.261

	Issue Table of Contents
	Science, Vol. 207, No. 4428, Jan. 18, 1980
	Front Matter [pp.233-264]
	Letters
	Cat Signing? [p.258]
	Diet and Cancer [pp.258-261]

	Erratum: Park is Sought to Save Indian Tribe in Brazil [p.261]
	A Modest Basis for Energy Optimism [p.263]
	Ocean Energy: Forms and Prospects [pp.265-273]
	Receptors for the Age of Anxiety: Pharmacology of the Benzodiazepines [pp.274-281]
	News and Comment
	The Pahlavi Problem: A Superficial Diagnosis Brought the Shah into the United States [pp.282-287]
	For the 1980's, Beware All Expert Predictions [pp.287-288]
	Trade Bans are Hard Weapons to Use [p.288]

	Briefing
	Diesel Makers Win Waiver from EPA [p.284]
	A Clinical Trial for Laetrile this Spring? [pp.284-285]
	Engineers Form a New National Association [p.285]
	Western Efficiency not Welcome in Boston [p.285]

	Research News
	Venus: Not Simple or Familiar, but Interesting [pp.289-293]

	Book Reviews
	The Switch to Evolutionism [pp.294-295]
	Hunter-Gatherer Demography [pp.295-296]
	An Updating in Petrology [pp.296-297]
	Space Research [pp.297-298]

	Reports
	Thermal Evolution of Plutons: A Parameterized Approach [pp.299-301]
	Corotation Lag in Jupiter's Magnetosphere: Comparison of Observation and Theory [pp.301-302]
	Net Energy Analysis of Alcohol Production from Sugarcane [pp.302-304]
	Graphoglyptid Burrows in Modern Deep-Sea Sediment [pp.304-306]
	Myosin Heads do not Move on Activation in Highly Stretched Vertebrate Striated Muscle [pp.307-308]
	Vesicle Targeting: Timed Release and Specificity for Leukocytes in Mice by Subcutaneous Injection [pp.309-311]
	Asbestos-Induced Epithelial Changes in Organ Cultures of Hamster Trachea: Inhibition by Retinyl Methyl Ether [pp.311-313]
	Retina-Dependent Activation by Apomorphine of Metabolic Activity in the Superficial Layer of the Superior Colliculus [pp.313-315]
	Placental Luteinizing Hormone-Releasing Factor and its Synthesis [pp.315-317]
	Toward a Functional Architecture of the Retina: Serial Reconstruction of Adjacent Ganglion Cells [pp.317-319]
	Reduction of the Isoproterenol-Induced Alterations in Cardiac Adenine Nucleotides and Morphology by Ribose [pp.319-321]
	Origin of chi46, XX/46,XY Chimerism in a Human True Hermaphrodite [pp.321-323]
	Stereopsis in Human Infants [pp.323-324]
	Neurotrophic Influence on Lobster Skeletal Muscle [pp.325-327]
	Maternal Stress Alters Plasma Testosterone in Fetal Males [pp.328-329]
	Interchangeability of Stress and Amphetamine in Sensitization [pp.329-331]
	Schizophrenia: Elevated Cerebrospinal Fluid Norepinephrine [pp.331-333]

	Back Matter [pp.298-348]





