makers though it may be, tumors do not
bear tags identifying their cause or
causes. However, in an attempt to quan-
tify a risk, the National Academy of Sci-
ences’ report on saccharin cites a maxi-
mum figure of 3640 cases of cancer per
year due to that chemical (/0). Estimates
have not been made for other food addi-
tives. Considering the various known
and suspected carcinogens in our food
supply, I think my figure of ‘‘a maximum
of 10,000 to 20,000’ deaths per year
(approximately 1/2 to 1 percent of all
deaths) was reasonable and, in the con-
text, highlighted that (i) food additives
cause a certain amount of illness and
death, but a small amount compared to
dietary fat, alcohol, and smoking; and (ii)
deaths due to food additives are largely
unnecessary because harmful additives
are usually easily controlled.

Reports in the media that a chemical
causes cancer often do lead to public
concern. It is indeed unfortunate that
people have to be troubled about chem-
icals that pose only a slight risk to a
given individual. In fact, regulatory
agencies were set up, in part, to save
people the trouble of worrying about
each and every little hazard. The
agencies have a legal responsibility to re-
strict the use of chemicals that pose min-
iscule hazards to individuals, but signifi-
cant dangers to the population as a
whole. It is unfortunate that massive
public pressure has been the only ef-
fective mechanism for overcoming bu-
reaucratic lethargy and industrial opposi-
tion to controlling environmental haz-
ards (11).

MicHAEL F. JACOBSON
Center for Science in the Public
Interest, Washington, D.C. 20009
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Erratum: In the article ‘‘Park is sought to save In-
dian tribe in Brazil”” (News and Comment, 7 Dec.
1979, p. 1160), the University of Pennsylvania is giv-
en as the affiliation of Napoleon Chagnon. This is not
correct. Chagnon is a member of the faculty of Penn-
sylvania State University.
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