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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR Stalking Innovation's Woes 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE To its credit, the Carter Administration Set out 18 months ago to find out 
Science serves its readers as a fonam for the presenta- what government could sensibly do to quicken the tired pace of U.S. tech- 

tion and discussion of important issues related to the ai4- nological innovation. Different administrations have different styles, and in 
vancement of science, including the presentation of mi- 
nority or conflicting points of view, rather that by pub- the present administration the preferred mode is a Domestic Policy Review. 
fishing only material on which a consensus has been Whatever it is called, it comes down to an interagency study managed by a 
reached. Accordingly, all articles published in Science - 

including editorials, news and comment, and book re- convenor, but with the important difference that a "DPR" is designed to put 
views-are signed and reflect the individual views of th 
authors and not official points of view adopted by the options before the President for decision. 
AAAS or the institutions with which the authors are af- The President's decisions are now in hand. We know what options he has 
fihiated. chosen. What we do not know is what he rejected, or why. In his message to 

Editorial Board Congress the President took a wise and restrained line, observing that 
1979: E. PETER GEiDUsCIIEK, WARD GOODENOUGH, "there is no one place where the federal government can take action and 
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LONG, NEAL E. MILLER, JEFFREY J. WINE thereby insure that industrial innovation will be increased." Considering 

1980: RICHARD E. BALZHISER, WALLACE S. BROEC K- that economic and regulatory uncertainty are as responsible as anything else 
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ANT W. RossITER, VERA C. RUBIN, MAXINE F. SINGER, for risk aversion in the industrial sector, and that a President of any stripe 
PAUL E. WAGGONER, F. KARL WiLLENBROCK 

can influence those factOrs only at the margins, Mr. Carter had it right. He 
Publisher offered a mixed menu of responses by government to innovation's woes, 

WILLIAM D. CAREY describing them well and honestly as representing "only an early skirmish" 
Editor with the problem. If this is disappointing to those who expected a massive 

PHILIP H. ABELSON response to a crisis of stagnation in innovation, others will see it as govern- 
Editorial Staff ment's admission that under market economy conditions there is still a great 

Managing Editor Busine.ts Manager 
ROBERT V. ORMES HANs NU5SBAUM deal that is not very clear about the interactive factors which cause in- 
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FREDERICK F. HARTLINE, RICHARD A. KERR, GINA federal government, often unknowingly, intrudes itself into the normal play 
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ARTHUR L. ROBINSON. Editorial Assistant, FANNIE of market forces. The evidence in the present message is that government 
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Consulting Editor: ALLEN L. HAMMOND now sees that this is the case and proposes to begin an open-minded effort to 
Associate Editors: ELEANORE BUTz, MARY DORE- rationalize its role. That alone goes far to justify the huge input of work 
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Assistant Editors: CAITILIN GORDON, Lois SCHMITT which went into the Domestic Policy Review. 
Book Reviews: KATHERINE LIVINGSTON, Editor; As to the prescriptions themselves, they are modest but positive. Federal 

LINDA HEISERMAN, JANET KEGG patent policies will, if Congress consents, be made uniform insofar as they 
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