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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR Spectacular Science and Ponderous Process 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE 
Science serves its readers as a forum for the presenta- Since 1973 substantial effort has been made to deal prudently with the 

tion and discussion of important issues related to the ai- concern that recombinant DNA experiments might prove hazardous. 
vancement of science, including the presentation of mi- 
nority or conflicting points of view, rather than by pub- Unprecedented restriction of experiments was asked of a community bred 
lishing only material on which a consensus has been for independence of mind and spirit. Despite widespread skepticism 
reached. Accordingly, all articles published in Science 
including editorials, news and comment, and book re- that hazards actually existed, the effort to minimize risk was a remarkable 
views-are signed and reflect the individual views of the 
authors and not official points of view adopted by the success, primarily because of the respect accorded to those scientists who 
AAAS or the institutions with which the authors are af- called for prudence and later to the National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
filiated. as a scientific institution. To produce standards of laboratory safety, NIH 

Editorial Board 
1979: E. PETER GEIDUSCMEK, WARD GOODENOUGH, formed the Recombinant DNA Advisory Committee (RAC) made up of 

N. BRUCE HANNAv, MARTIN j. KLEIN, FRANKLIN A. prominent scientists, who developed the Guidelines for recombinant DNA 
LONG, NEAL E. MiLLER, JEFFREY J. WiNE 

1980: RICHARD E. BALzHIsER, WALLACE S. research published by NIH in June 1976. Under the Guidelines work has 
BROECKER, CLEMENT L. MARKERT, FRANK W. PUT- proceeded safely and research accomplishments have been spectacular. 
NAM, BRyANT W. RosSITER, VERA C. RUBIN, MAXINE 
F. SINGER, PAUL E. WAGGONER, F. KARL WILLENBROCK The confidence of the scientific community in the wisdom behind these 

Publisher efforts is rapidly eroding. Responsibility for the erosion lies with the Secre- 
WILLIAM D. CAREY tary of Health, Education, and Welfare (HEW) and his staff, who have now 

Editor assumed direct supervision of recombinant DNA policy-making, and who 
PHILIP H. ABELSON have adopted procedures unsuitable to the complex problem of controlling 

Editorial Staff creative activities. Two developments that have already had unnecessary 
Managing Editor Business Manager adverse consequences are particularly disturbing. 
ROBERT V. ORMES HANS NUSSBAUM 
Assistant Managing Editor Production Editor First, there has been a long delay in promulgating amply justified re- 
JOHN B. RINGLE . ELLEN E. MURPHY visions of the Guidelines. These were produced in July 1978 by NIH and 
News and Comment: BARBARA J. CULLITON, Editor; its advisory committees, who gave unprecedented attention to comment by 

WILLIAM J. BROAD (intern), LUTHER J. CARTER, the scientific and general public and produced a document with broad sup- 
CONSTANCE HOLDEN, ELIOT MARSHALL, DEBORAH 
SHAPLEY, R. JEFFREY SMITH, NICHOLAS WADE, JOHN port. Yet HEW imposed still another round of review; assurances that it 
WALSH. Editorial Assistant, SCHERRAINE MACK 

Research News: ALLEN L. HAMMOND, Editor; RICH- Would be expeditious proved empty. Experiments critical for realizing the 
ARD A. KERR, GINA BARI KOLATA, JEAN L. MARX, practical and intellectual promise of recombinant DNA and for making risk 
THOMAS H. MAUGH II, WILLIAM D. METZ, ARTHUR L. 
ROBINSON. Editorial Assistant, FANNIE GROOM assessments have been held up for months. 

Associate Editors: ELEANORE BUTz, MARY DORP- Second, the authority to appoint RAC members has been transferred 
MAN, SYLVIA EBERHART, JUDITH GOTTLIEB from NIH to HEW. Contradicting its own definition of good process, 

Assistant Editors: CAITILIN GORDON, RUTH KUL- HEW considered new members without adequately consulting the scientific 
STAD, LOIS SCHMITT, DIANE TURKIN 

Book Reviews: KATHERINE LIvINGsToN, Editor; public and in disregard of much of NIH's advice. In response to NIH 
LINDA HEISERMAN, JANET KEGG urging and intervention by an alerted community, the most misguided 

Letters: CHRISTINE KARLIK 

Copy Editor: ISABELLA BOULDIN inclinations were finally corrected. These had included questioning the 
Production9 NANCY HARTNAGEL, JOHN BAKER; YA qualifications of an eminent molecular biologist, himself one of the first to 

Li SWIGART, ELEANOR WARNER; JEAN ROCKwoOD, call for caution; questioning the independence of NIH scientists serving as 
LEAH RYAN, SHARON RYAN 

Covers, Reprints, and Permissions: GRAYCE FINGER, RAC members; and consideration of individuals known to be intractably 
Editor; CORRINE HARRIS, MARGARET LLOYD opposed to the research. Nevertheless, the insensitivity of HEW to vital 

Guide to Scientific Instruments: RICHARD SOMMER issues is still apparent in the makeup of the new RAC. The RAC's job will 
Assistant to the Editors: RICHARD SEMiKLosE 
Membership Recruitment: GwENDoLYN HUDDLE be to advise the director of NIH on highly technical matters. The revised 
Member and Subscription Records: ANN RAGLAND Guidelines require that 20 percent of its members be nonscientists and that 

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: iSiS Massachu- major actions be published for comment before adoption. This should have 
setts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Area code 
202. General Editorial Office, 467-4350; Book Reviews, been sufficient to protect the public interest and still allow for the exper- 
467-4367; Guide to Scientific Instruments, 467-4480; tise required to deal with scientific matters. But under recent proposals 
News and Comment, 467-4430; Reprints and Per- 
missions, 467-4483; Research News, 467-4321; Cable: the new RAC (about 25 members) will have seven to nine (depending on 
Advancesci, Washington. For 'Instructions for Contrib- how one counts) nonscientists and only token representation in the mole- 
utors,' write the editorial office or see page xi, Science, 
29 September 1978. cular biology of eukaryotes. In the absence of adequate expertise in rele- 
BUSINESS CORRESPONDENCE: Area Code 202. 
Business Office, 467-4411; Circulation, 467-44i7. vant areas and with a lack of sufficient distinguished scientific leadership, 

Advertising Representatives it will be difficult for the reconstituted RAC to win respect for the Guide- 
Director: EARL J. SCHERAGO lines. 
Production Manager: MARGARET STERLING 
Advertising Sales Manager: RICHARD L. CHARLES Lincoln Kirstein wrote, "Despite the populist politicians, certain crafts 
Marketing Manager. HERBERT L. BURKLUND must live by elitist criteria." * He included science as one of those crafts. 

Sales: NEW YORK, N.Y. i0036: Steve Hamburger, iSiS W 
Broadway (212-730-1050); SCOTCH PLAINS, N.J. 07076: hen an egalitarian and humane society decides to support such a craft, 
C. Richard Callis, 12 Unami Lane (201-889-4873); CHi- public officials have the delicate task of nurturing elitist criteria while pro- 
CAGO, ILL. 606i1: Jack Ryan, Room 2107, 919 N. Mich- tecting the general interest. In the present case the two are interdependent, 
igan Ave. (312-DE-7-4973); BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF. 
90211: Winn Nance, iii N. La Cienega Blvd. (2i3-657- since safety depends on the diligence and therefore the confidence of mdi- 
2772); DORSET, VT. 05251: Fred W. Dieffenbach, Kent 
Hill Rd. (802-867-5581) vidual investigators. Neither scientific criteria nor the public interest has 
ADVERTISING CORRESPONDENCE: Tenth floor, been well served by HEW's actions-MAXINE F. SINGER 
1515 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10036. Phone: 212- 
730-1050. *New York Review of Books, 23 November 1978. 
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