
misinformation. Watson and Perlman I applaud Hazen's skepticism about 
stated: "There has been an attempt at the validity of the fitted curve. The curve 
Stanford University to induce laser ad- is a broken line. Conventionally, this 
tion in such a device . . ." [a helical means that it is not a statistically signifi- 
magnet]. I wish to point out that, con- cant predictor of the exact value of they- 
trary to the implication of the article, the variable as a function of the x-variable, 
"attempt" was successful. The free- as stated in my reference 7. The utility of 
electron laser has been run successfully this graph is certainly not to be found in 
both as a laser amplifier (1) and as a laser the expected wide values it generates, 
oscillator (2, 3). Perhaps the most note- but rather in the biological information it 
worthy result of the experiment was the contains. 
power output, which exceeded the spon- The statistical facts on which my con- 
taneous synchrotron radiation by a fac- clusions rest are given as the results of 
tor of 10 when the laser was run above the analyses of variance of forager num- 
threshold. We note that these results bers in patches of flowers in my experi- 
were reported in the reference (2) to the ments. Supplemental information is pro- 
free-electron laser cited by Watson and vided in the graph of bee abundances on 
Perlman. Melochia villosa. This is useful because 

JOHN M. J. MADEY it (i) shows the numbers of bees actually 
Department of Physics, counted; (ii) gives the reader a picture of 
Stanford University, forager dynamics on this flowering plant; 
Stanford, California 94305 (iii) contrasts with the straight lines, fit- 
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