Institution periodically review govern-
ment economic policy. A similar inde-
pendent institute should be established
to serve as a ‘‘watchdog’’ of the govern-
ment’s projects and programs affecting
the national scientific and health re-
search effort.
Davip E. LILIENFELD

Johns Hopkins University,
Baltimore, Maryland 21218

ABRAHAM M. LILIENFELD
School of Hygiene and Public Health,
Johns Hopkins University,
Baltimore, Maryland 21205

Concerning Y. Orlov and A.
Sharansky

The following letter to A. P. Alex-
androv, president of the Soviet Acad-
emy of Sciences, was signed by us and
145 of our colleagues. It concerns phys-
icist Yuri Orlov and mathematician
Anatoly Sharansky. Both are being
held in Lefortovo Prison in Moscow.
Orlov is charged with making anti-Soviet
statements regarding the implementation
of the Helsinki agreement. Sharansky
has been held incommunicado without
charge for more than 7 months follow-
ing his application to emigrate. It is
thought that he is to be charged with
treason.

The undersigned, writing as individual sci-
entists and engineers, wish to express our
concern about the situations of physicist Yuri
Orlov and mathematician Anatoly Sharansky.
We assign great importance to the benefits of
scientific and technological cooperation be-
tween the citizens of our two countries. We
share with our colleagues in the Soviet Union
the hope that our growing international frater-
nity will serve as a powerful force for peace
and friendship in the world. However, the
present situation of Orlov and Sharansky sug-
gests a regression to the conditions of twenty-
five years ago, which will inevitably create
major new barriers to the cooperation which
we have achieved since those times. The im-
plementation of the Helsinki agreement will
be hindered severely by the legal accusations
being made against two Soviet scientists who
question the effectiveness of that implementa-
tion. In particular, the charge of treason
against Sharansky will have a chilling effect
on future international cooperation between
scientists and engineers. We respectfully
request that you use your good offices with
the judicial authorities to obtain the dismissal
of charges against Orlov and Sharansky.

For identification, the undersigned are sci-
entists and engineers at Argonne National
Laboratory, Argonne, Illinois.

Lroyp G. HymMAN
JosepH J. KATZ, TiMOTHY O’CONNOR
MURRAY PESHKIN, G. Roy RINGO
Argonne National Laboratory,
Argonne, Illinois 60439

Cancer Congress in Argentina

A group of scientists and physicians,
deeply concerned about reports of politi-
cal repression, torture, and executions in
Argentina and about the implications of
participating in the 12th International
Cancer Congress in Buenos Aires, have
drafted the following statement:

The undersigned physicians and scientists en-
gaged in cancer research and patient care are
deeply concerned by the flagrant abrogation
of human rights in Argentina, the country in
which the 12th International Cancer Congress
is scheduled to be held on October 5-12, 1978
at Buenos Aires. Recent reports [Nicholas
Wade, Science 194, 1397 (1976): ‘‘Repres-
sion in Argentina: Scientists caught up in tide
of terror’’] leave little doubt that scientists,
physicians, professors, journalists, intellec-
tuals, and other citizens have been arrested,
imprisoned without benefit of habeas corpus,
often tortured, and sometimes executed with-
out trial. We cannot in good conscience con-
done such actions, nor can we participate in
an International Cancer Congress however
worthy its cause, if it is held in Argentina.
To prevent the adverse impact which such a
boycott might well have on the international
effort against cancer, we call upon the offi-
cers of the International Union Against Can-
cer (UICC) to convene in emergency session
for the purpose of considering an alternate
venue for the 12th International Cancer Con-
gress in 1978.

We invite U.S. scientists and physi-
cians who share these views to join us in
signing this petition. Copies will be made
available on request to Dr. Henry Rap-
paport, City of Hope National Medical
Center, 1500 East Duarte Road, Duarte,
California 91010.

We understand that similar actions are
now under way in Canada and France.
We hope that colleagues in all the coun-
tries which are signatories of the Hel-
sinki declaration of human rights will
join in this protest.

DAvID BALTIMORE
Center for Cancer Research,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Cambridge 02139
EmiL Frer 11T
Sidney Farber Cancer Institute,
44 Binney Street,
Boston, Massachusetts 02115
HENRY S. KAPLAN
Department of Radiology,
Cancer Biology Research Laboratory,
Stanford University Medical Center,
Stanford, California 94305
HENRY RAPPAPORT
City of Hope National Medical Center,
Duarte, California 91010
HowaArD M. TEMIN
McArdle Memorial Laboratory for
Cancer Research, University of
Wisconsin Medical Center,
Madison 53106

The problem is to get an accurate
measurement of radioactivity in a
sample when it's on a membrane
filter. Even when the filter is solu-
bilized in BRAY’S solution, for
example, the com may very poorly
indicate the actual recovery
indpm.

Our Applications Laboratory
compared various methods of
counting equivalent amounts of
tritiated DNA on membrane filters
and found dramatic differences in
recovery. One method yielded a
recovery of 99% using our
AQUASOL-2* Universal Cocktail.
Comparative data are contained in
Applications Note #19A, by
Dr. Yutaka Kobayashi and
Dr. Wayne Harris. Let us send it
to you.

*Trademark
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