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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR Opinion Energy 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE Public and Use 
Science serves its readers as a forum for the pre- A large fraction of the public behaves as if there were no energy problem. 

sentation and discussion of important issues related 
the advancement of science, including the presentatio This summer gasoline consumption has been setting records. Sales of auto- 
of minority or conflicting points of view, rather than by mobiles during August were at a peak for the month. Use of electricity has 
publishing only material on which a consensus has been 
reached. Accordingly, all articles published in Science- been at an all-time high. Consumption so far this year is more than 7 percent 
including editorials, news and comment, and book re- 
views-are signed and reflect the individual views of the above that of a year ago. The present behavior is consonant with polls 
authors and not official points of view adopted by the which indicate that a majority of citizens are uninformed about energy prob- 
AAAS or the institutions with which the authors are af- lems. Only 48 percent of the people know that we must import oil to meet 
filiated. 
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1977: WARD GOODENOUGH, CLIFFORD GROBSTEIN, Our energy reserves and producing capacity continue to deteriorate. Four 
H. S. GUTOWSKY, N. BRUcE HANNAY, DONALD KEN- years ago the rate of domestic production of crude oil was 9.4 million barrels 
NEDY, NEAL E. MILLER, RAYMOND H. THOMPSON 

1978: RICHARD E. BALZHISER, JAMES F. CROW, per day (mbd) and imports were about 5.7 mbd. Today, even with Alaskan 
HANS LANDSBERG, EDWARD NEY, FRANK W. PUTNAM, oil, domestic production is 8.4 mbd while imports of crude oil and products 
MAXINE SINGER, PAUL E. WAGGONER, F. KARL WIL- During the first  months Oi tijiS year, imports 31 per- 
LENBROCK are about 8.5 mbd.  were 

Publisher cent above those of the corresponding period of last year. In part the spurt is 
WILLIAM D. CAREY related to decreasing availability of natural gas for industry. Low-priority 

Editor consumers of natural gas are switching to oil products. Thus, when the next 
PHILIP H. ABELSON curtailment of foreign oil imports comes, the damage could be serious. 

Editoral Staff The facts about our vulnerable position are well known in Washington 
Managing Editor Business Manager and among educated people generally. But we live in a democracy, and the 
ROBERT V. ORMES HANS NUssBAUM 

Assistant Managing Editor Production Editor pace of the nation's response to energy problems is being set by those who 
JOHN E. RiNGLE ELLEN E. MURPHY are not well informed. In one polY' only 26 percent of the respondents 
News and Comment: BARBARA J. CULLiTON, Editor; lacking high school diplomas believed there was an energy shortage, in con- 

LUTHER J. CARTER, CONSTANCE HOLDEN, DEBORAH trast to 58 percent for college graduates. Other surveyst have shown that 
SHAPLEY, R. JEFFREY SMITH, NICHOLAS WADE, JOHN 
WALSH, Editorial Assistant, SCHERRAINE MACK those who believe there is an energy shortage are most willing to turn down 

Research News: ALLEN L. HAMMOND, Editor; RICH- thermostats, carpool, or buy compact cars. They tend to use less hot water, 
ARD A. KERR, GINA BARI KOLATA, JEAN L. MARX, 
THOMAS H. MAUGH II, WILLIAM D. METZ, ARTHUR L. close off tinused rooms, and instilate the attic. The behavior of these people 
ROBINSON. Editorial Assistant, FANNIE GROOM 

Associate Editors: ELEANORE BUTZ, MARY DORF contrasts with the half of the population that does not believe adding more 
MAN, SYLVIA EBERHART, JUDITH GOTTLIEB insulation to their homes will help save energy. Half the people surveyed 

Assistant Editors: CAITILIN GORDON, RUTH KUL- thought that one must decrease the temperature ST in order to save energy. 
STAn, Lois SCHMITT 

Book Reviews: KATHERINE LIVINGsToN Editor; LIN- They did not know that a decrease of a degree or two would be helpful. 
DA HEISERMAN, JANET KEGG Surveyst conducted during the nattiral gas shortage last winter revealed 

Letters: CHRISTINE KARLIK interesting behavior. At that time President Carter asked the people to set 
Copy Editors: ISABELLA BOULDIN, OLIVER HEAT- their daytime temperattire at 65"F and nighttime temperature at 550F. When 

WOLE 

Production: NANCY HARTNAGEL, JOHN BAKER; YA polled by telephone, people said they were keeping their homes at 66'KF 
Li SWIGART, ELEANOR WARNER; JEAN ROcKwOOD, during the day and 640F at night. However, when pollsters went to homes 
LEAH RYAN, SHARON RYAN 

Covers, Reprints, and Permissions: GRAYCE FINGER, carrying their own thermometers, they found that the average temperatures 
Editor: CORRINE HARRIS, MARGARET LLOYD were 700 ? 20F dtiring the day and 690 ? 20F at night. 

Guide to Scientific Instruments: RICHARD SOMMER In this instance the tirging of a popular President was not very effective. 
Assistant to the Editors: RICHARD SEMiKLosE 

Membership Recruitment: GWENDOLYN HUDDLE Other surveyst have also shown that exhortation is of little lasting value. 
Member and Subscription Records: ANN RAGLAND The most influential factor is cost. European countries have long influenced 

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massachu- energy use by taxing it. However, in this cotintry such a policy is at present 
setts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Area code 
202. General Editorial Office, 467-4350; Book Reviews, not feasible. When asked, "Do you think it would be fair or unfair to you if 
467-4367; Guide to Scientific Instruments, 467-4480' 
News and Comment, 467-4430; Reprints and Per: gasoline taxes are increased until most people drive less?" 26 percent of the 
missions, 467-4483; Research News, 467-4321; Cable: people thought it fair while 66 percent considered it unfair. Among those 
Advancesci, Washington. For "Instructions for Contrib- 
utors, write the editorial office or see page xi, Science, who believe that the shortage is real, the split was 40 fair, 53 unfair. In 
26 March 1976. 
BUSINESS CORRESPONDENCE: Area Code 202 contrast, among those who believe the shortage not real, the split was 13 
Business Office, 467-4411; Circulation, 467-4417. ' fair, 80 unfair.5 

Advertising Representatives Conservation is the fastest means of meeting short-term energy problems. 
Director: EARL J. SCHERAGO We will make little progress toward energy sectirity until there is broader 
Production Manager: MARGARET STERLING public belief in the reality of oil and natural gas shortages. An obvious need 
Advertising Sales Manager: RICHARD L. CHARLES is better targeted communication. For example, our dependence on foreign 

Sales: NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036: Herbert L. Burkiund, Ii 
W. 42 St. t2i2-PE-6-i858); SCOTCH PLAINS, N.J. 07076: oil should be made clear to all. There are many public interest announce- 
C. Richard Callis, 12 Unami Lane (201-889-4873); CHI- ments on radio about air pollution. They are effective. There are occasional 
CAGO, ILL. 606i1: Jack Ryan, Room 2i07, 919 N. Mich- 
igan Ave. (312-DE-7-4973); BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF. items about energy but seldom if ever anything about oil imports. This lack 
902i1: Winn Nance, lii N. La Cienega Blvd. t2i3-657- should be remedied-PHILIP H. ABELSON 
2772); DoRsET, VT. 05251: Fred W. Dieffenbach, Kent 
Hill Rd. (802-867-5581) *A. J. Parish, New York Times, 1 September 1977, p. 1. tJ. S. Milstein, "How consumers 
ADVERTISING CORRESPONDENCE: Room 1740, feel about energy: Attitudes and behavior during the winter and spring of 1976-77" (Federal 
ii W. 42 St., New York, N.Y. 10036. Phone: 212-PE-6- Energy Administration, Washington, D.C., June 1977). 
1858. 
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