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sentation and discussion of important issues related to taming the flame retardant tris(2,3-dibromopropyl) phosphate ceased in Jan- 
the advancement of science, including the presentation 
of minority or conflicting points of view, rather than by uary 1977. The sale of such garments was banned in April 1977. The fear had 
publishing only material on which a consensus has been been raised that hundreds of thousands of children who have worn Tris- 
reached. Accordingly, all articles published in Science- 
including editorials, news and comment, and book re- treated garments have sustained damage leading ultimately to cancer. 
views-are signed and reflect the individual views of the 
authors and not official points of view adopted by the The actions that led to the large-scale use of Tris and to its subsequent 
AAAS or the institutions with which the authors are af- banning were taken in comparative haste. Disposing of the aftermath of the 
fiuiated. 

affair could occupy the courts for decades. Moreover, what has happened 
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1977: WARD GOODENOUGH, CLIFFORD GROBSTEIN, 
H. S. GUTOWSKY, N. BRUCE HANNAY, DONALD KEN- The next controversial issue with respect to Tris is deciding who pays for 
NEDY, NEAL B. MILLER, RAYMOND H. THOMPSON garments (worth $125 million) left on the shelf after the ban. Far more diffi- 

1978: RICHARD E. BALZHISER, JAMES F. CROW, 
HANS LANOSBERO, EDWARD NEY, FRANK W. PUTNAM, cult might be the legal problems that may arise later when some tndivtduals 
MAXINE SINOER, PAUL E. WAGGONER, F. KARL WIL- who, having worn Tris-treated garments, develop cancer and, blaming Tris, 
LENBROCK 

seek redress in the courts. 
Publisher 

WILLIAM D. CAREY The large-scale use of flame retardants for infants' and children's sleep- 
wear began in 1973. To meet new federal regulations for flammability, most 

Editor 
PHILIP H. ABELSON manufacturers chose polyester into which the retardant Tris could be dis- 

solved by a heat treatment. Tris was cheap, effective, and tests seemed to 
Editoral Staff 

Managing Editor Business Manager show that it was safe. 
ROBERT V. ORMES HANS NUssBAuM About a year ago, however, biochemist Bruce N. Ames, using his Salmo- 
Assistant Managing Editor Production Editor nella/microsome test, found that Tris is mutagenic. Subsequent experiments 
JOHN B. RINGLE ELLEN B. MURPHY 

News and Comment: JOHN WALSH, Editor; PHILIP M. by others with animals showed that Tris could cause kidney cancer in mice 
BOFFEY, LUTHER J. CARTER, BARBARA J. CULLITON, and rats. Other experiments with rabbits showed that Tris could be ab- 
CONSTANCE HOLDEN, DEBORAH SHAPLEY, NICHOLAS 
WADE. Editorial Assistant, SCHERRAINE MACK sorbed through the skin. In one instance, 14C-labeled Tris was painted on a 
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STAD, Lois SCHMITT was no proof that Tris would cause cancer in humans or that the chemical 
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Assistant to the Editors: RICHARD SEMIRLOSE 

Membership Recruitment: GWENDOLYN HUDDLE cancer-prone. The untreated male mice employed as controls had an in- 
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