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considerable number of noneconomic as 
well as economic forces. Indeed, Blake 
has suggested that poor economic cir- 
cumstances can raise rather than lower 
the birthrate by reducing the opportunity 
costs to women of having children (5). 
Thus it can be argued that married wom- 
en who have been working and delaying 
childbearing may see a period of reduced 
job opportunities as a good time to have 
children, expecting that a return to work 
will be possible later when economic 
conditions improve and their children 
reach school age. 

In sum, although we believe the issues 
Gibson raises are important, we feel that 
neither his review of our interpretations 
nor his examination of recent data is 
very illuminating. Gibson seems primari- 
ly concerned with demonstrating that a 
dramatic increase in fertility in the near 
future is unlikely. We did not postulate 
such an increase, nor are we aware that 
anyone else has done so. 

JUNE SKLAR 
International Population and Urban 
Research, University of California, 
Berkeley 94720 

BETH BERKOV 
Maternal and Child Health Branch, 
California State Department of 
Health, Berkeley 94704 
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Estimated birthrates, California. 

Year Age of mother 
Year 

15-44 15-19 20-24 25-34 35-44 
All live births (per 1000 women) 

1976* 67.6 54.2 113.1 85.2 13.8 
1975 66.0 53.6 112.1 82.6 13.3 
1974 66.3 53.8 114.2 82.9 13.3 
Legitimate births (per 1000 married women) 

1976* 97.4 385.4 185.8 103.8 15.8 
1975 95.2 368.4 182.4 100.3 15.2 
1974 96.6 363.8 186.0 101.0 15.2 
Illegitimate births (per 1000 unmarried women) 
1976* 27.8 25.6 39.5 29.7 6.6 
1975 26.0 24.0 37.1 27.9 6.1 
1974 23.7 22.3 33.7 25.1 5.8 

*Provisional. 

4. J. Blake, Popul. Stud. 22, 2 (1968); K. Davis, 
Econ. Dev. Cult. Change 25, (Suppl.), 169 
(1977). 

5. J. Blake, Population Monograph Series No. 10 
(Institute of International Studies, University of 
California, Berkeley, 1971), pp. 155-60. 

The evidence to date does not support 
the generalization that California's fertil- 
ity trends are predictive of national fer- 
tility trends. A time lag in the reduction 
of fertility did occur reflecting the time 
lag in the availability of legal abortion; 
however, the resulting divergence and 
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Table 1. Annual birthrates in the United 
States per 1000 women 14 to 24 years old by 
single year of age, 1973-1975. [Data from (6)] 

Year 
Age 

1973 1974 1975 

14 7.4 7.2 7.1 
15 20.2 19.7 19.4 
16 38.8 37.7 36.4 
17 61.5 59.7 57.3 
18 83.1 80.5 77.5 
19 98.5 96.2 92.7 
20 108.8 107.0 103.4 
21 115.0 113.6 109.7 
22 120.8 119.2 115.1 
23 125.1 123.3 118.8 
24 126.6 125.2 120.7 

subsequent convergence in fertility 
trends appear to have been confined to 
the period 1970 to 1974 (1, p. 501). Time 
lags between California and the remain- 
der of the United States in policy or leg- 
islative or judicial decisions affecting fer- 
tility could of course occur again. If, as 
Sklar and Berkov suggest, "California 
frequently is a forerunner of national so- 
cial and economic trends" influencing 
fertility, then the similarity in annual 
changes in fertility between California 
and the remainder of the United States in 
the period 1960 to 1970, when the nation- 
al general fertility rate declined by 26 
percent (2), needs to be explained. 

Since Sklar and Berkov believe "that 
postponed childbearing among young 
married women is likely to be made up," 
the assessment of national fertility pros- 
pects in their article would have been 
more convincing if they had transformed 
the fertility expectations of these women 
into projections of annual fertility, based 
on either their assumptions about the 
level and timing of future fertility, or on 
an adaptation of the series II projection 
(3). Regarding series II, Sklar and Ber- 
kov agree to the characterization of the 
10 percent increase in the projected total 
fertility rate from 1975 to 1980 as moder- 
ate "when compared with the dramatic 
rise of the 1950's" (4), when the total fer- 
tility rate increased by 22 percent from 
1950 to 1957 (2). More important in the 
present context, the projected increase 
is moderate when compared with the 
27 percent decline from 1970 to 1975 
(2). 

Sklar and Berkov state that series II 
assumes "a relatively late mean age of 
childbearing" and that "a pattern of 
more youthful childbearing was emerg- 
ing in 1974." Neither of these assertions 
is supported by data at the national level. 
In series II, the annual mean age of child- 
bearing from 1975 to 1985 is in the range 
25.7 to 26.0, which is close to the lowest 

Table 2. Cumulative birthrates in the United 
States per 1000 women from exact age 15 to 
25, 1973-1975. [Data from (6)] 

Exact Through the year 
age ,, , , age 1973 1974 1975 

15.0 7.4 7.2 7.1 
16.0 27.3 27.1 26.6 
17.0 65.6 65.0 63.5 
18.0 126.6 125.3 122.3 
19.0 210.1 207.1 202.8 
20.0 311.7 306.3 299.8 
21.0 430.6 418.7 409.7 
22.0 566.7 544.2 528.4 
23.0 720.5 685.9 659.3 
24.0 888.2 843.8 804.7 
25.0 1066.1 1013.4 964.5 

level in the past 50 years (5, p. 126). The 
mean age of childbearing for women 
born from 1950 to 1960 (that is, 15 
to 25 years old in 1975) ranges from 25.6 
to 25.9, which is in the lower half of the 
24.8 to 27.9 range experienced by wom- 
en born from 1900 to 1950 (5, p. 122). 

Annual birthrates and cumulative 
birthrates from 1973 to 1975 (the latest 
year for which data are available) for 
women under 25 are shown in Tables 1 
and 2. Without exception, the data show 
a decline in both annual and cumulative 
birthrates among young women. 

The differences between Sklar and 
Berkov's assessment and my assessment 
of fertility prospects in the United States 
cannot be quantified until they quantify 
when and how much they expect fertility 
to increase. If they believe that the series 
II projection of fertility in the next few 
years is too low, it would be enlightening 
to see their analysis of fertility prospects 
presented in the form of annual projec- 
tions. In the meantime, the conclusions 
stated in my article (1, p. 502) remain un- 
changed. 

CAMPBELL GIBSON 
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