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Christopher C. Fordham III, designat- 
ed to be assistant secretary for health in 
the Department of Health, Education, and 
Welfare (HEW), quit in a huff after only a 
month in "office" and flew home to Chap- 
el Hill, where he will resume his job as 
dean of the University of North Carolina 
Medical School. Technically speaking, 
Fordham had not yet become assistant 
secretary at the time of his abrupt leave- 
taking-in fact, the White House was go- 
ing to make his nomination to the post of- 
ficial on the day he quit-but had been in 
the job as a "consultant" long enough to 
conclude that there is not much to it. 
Fordham withdrew on 20 April after a dis- 
pute with HEW Secretary Joseph A. Cal- 
ifano, Jr., in which the two men argued 
over the role the assistant secretary 
would play. 

Califano offered Fordham the job of as- 
sistant secretary in March, after at least 
two other prominent doctors turned it 
down, in part because the position, which 
had been growing in stature during the 
Republican administrations, was being 
deflated by Califano himself (Science, 8 
April). In one of his first moves as Secre- 
tary, for instance, Califano split health 
care financing away from the assistant 
secretary's office, thereby removing the 
office's influence over one of the most im- 
portant current issues facing HEW. 

Nevertheless, in job interviews with 
Califano, Fordham succumbed to the 
Secretary's blandishments about the im- 
portance of being assistant secretary. 
Obviously they did not work. It is widely 
believed in the Washington health com- 
munity that Califano wants to run health 
affairs with a firm hand out of his own of- 
fice. Fordham reportedly concurred that 
this is the case. So, he decided to get out 
early and in a handwritten note to Calif- 
ano said simply, "With regret and for 
deep personal reasons I must withdraw." 
He will, however, continue to have some 
association with HEW as a member of 
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the Secretary's advisory committee on 
national health insurance, an area in 
which Fordham has a particular interest 
and one in which he hoped to have some 
authority had he become assistant secre- 
tary. 

It is not clear now whether Califano will 
begin once again a search for an assis- 
tant secretary or whether he will turn to 
James Dickson, the deputy assistant 
secretary, to fill the job.-B.J.C. 
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Pathologist Arnold Brown of the Mayo 
Clinic, radiobiologist Arthur C. Upton of 
the State University of New York at Stony 
Brook, and immunologist Baruj Ben- 
acerraf of Harvard are the three con- 
tenders for the job of director of the Na- 
tional Cancer Institute (NCI), a presiden- 
tial appointment that has been vacant 
since Frank J. Rauscher, Jr., resigned 
last fall. (Brown previously was nomi- 
nated for the NCI post by Benno C. 
Schmidt, chairman of the President's 
cancer panel, who had urged former 
President Ford to make the appointment 
before he left office.) 

The new three-name list has been sub- 
mitted, unranked, to Health, Education, 
and Welfare (HEW) Secretary Joseph A. 
Califano, Jr., by a search committee that 
he appointed with instructions to produce 
a short list of candidates who could be 
persuaded to take the job if offered. (Cal- 
ifano, having spent a lot of time talking 
with people who have turned him down 
for other jobs, did not want to go through 
that again.) 

The search committee, which func- 
tioned out of the National Institutes of 
Health and only met twice, was headed 
by Ivan L. Bennett, provost and dean of 
New York University Medical Center. 
Califano may forward one name, or all 
three, to the White House. So far, no one 
has been interviewed, and it's anybody's 
guess whether the selection will be made 
in a week or a month or .... B.J.C. 

Pathologist Arnold Brown of the Mayo 
Clinic, radiobiologist Arthur C. Upton of 
the State University of New York at Stony 
Brook, and immunologist Baruj Ben- 
acerraf of Harvard are the three con- 
tenders for the job of director of the Na- 
tional Cancer Institute (NCI), a presiden- 
tial appointment that has been vacant 
since Frank J. Rauscher, Jr., resigned 
last fall. (Brown previously was nomi- 
nated for the NCI post by Benno C. 
Schmidt, chairman of the President's 
cancer panel, who had urged former 
President Ford to make the appointment 
before he left office.) 

The new three-name list has been sub- 
mitted, unranked, to Health, Education, 
and Welfare (HEW) Secretary Joseph A. 
Califano, Jr., by a search committee that 
he appointed with instructions to produce 
a short list of candidates who could be 
persuaded to take the job if offered. (Cal- 
ifano, having spent a lot of time talking 
with people who have turned him down 
for other jobs, did not want to go through 
that again.) 

The search committee, which func- 
tioned out of the National Institutes of 
Health and only met twice, was headed 
by Ivan L. Bennett, provost and dean of 
New York University Medical Center. 
Califano may forward one name, or all 
three, to the White House. So far, no one 
has been interviewed, and it's anybody's 
guess whether the selection will be made 
in a week or a month or .... B.J.C. 

Scientists in Space- 
At Least Eventually 

Scientists in Space- 
At Least Eventually 

Some 222 scientists-81 from the 
United States and the rest from 14 other 
countries-have been selected to com- 
pete to have their experiments carried on 
one of the early orbital flights of the 
space shuttle. One or two of the scien- 
tists could accompany the experiments 
into space. 

NASA and the European Space Agen- 
cy (ESA) chose the group from among 
2000 applicants to participate in the mid- 
1980 mission which has been dubbed 
Spacelab 1 because it will feature a reus- 
able space laboratory which ESA will 
supply. 

The shuttle consists of an aircraft-like 
orbiter designed to be flown back to earth 
after the mission and reused several 
times, an expendable tank which carries 
fuel for the orbiter, and two solid-propel- 
lant booster rockets which will be recov- 
ered and reused. NASA is scheduled to 
begin orbital test flights of the shuttle in 
1979, and the first spacelab mission is 
expected to be the sixth trip into orbit. 

ESA's spacelab, which will cost an es- 
timated $500 million consists of a pres- 
surized laboratory where one to four 
scientists will work, and a pallet area for 
mounting instruments which need to be 
exposed to space. Originally, plans 
called for one American and one Euro- 
pean scientist to be chosen from the 
group of experimenters to make the 7- 
day flight as "payload specialists." Now, 
however, NASA says that no final deci- 
sion has been made on whether the pay- 
load specialists will be drawn from 
among the experimenters or from the 
NASA contingent. 

In any event the payload specialists 
will not be required to meet the demand- 
ing physical and training standards de- 
manded of astronauts and which still ap- 
ply to the orbiter crews. Normal good 
health and the ability to carry out the ex- 
periments aboard the spacelab are the 
main qualifications.-J.W. 
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