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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR A New Window on Our Planet 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE Space research is yielding an increasing body of new knowledge and prac- 
Science serves its readers as a forum for the pre- tical applications. Conspicuous examples are the results from the Vikings and 

sentation and discussion of important issues related to the success of communications satellites. Yet an important multidisciplinary, 
the advancement of science, including the presentation 
of minority or conflicting points of view, rather than by multinational series of global studies is receiving little notice. The enterprise 
publishing only material on which a consensus has been 
reached. Accordingly, all articles published in Science__ was born 23 July 1972 with the launching of the first Earth Resources Tech- 
including editorials, news and comment, and book re- nology Satellite (ERTS-l) by the National Aeronautics and Space Adminis- 
views-are signed and reflect the individual views of the 
authors and not official points of view adopted by the tration. Since that time, most of the solid earth has been imaged, much of it 
AAAS or the institutions with which the authors are Bflil- repeatedly, and scientists and engineers have been exploiting the data. Some 
iated. 

of their findings are displayed in a recently published professional paper* of 
Editorial Board the U.S. Geological Survey which contains about 90 articles on eight major 
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H. S. GUTOWSKY RAYMOND H. THOMPSON numerous. This was evident at the International Geological Congress in 
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Editorial s ERTS-l is in a near-polar orbit about 918 kilometers above the earth. It 
Editor circles the earth every 103 minutes and views each area of the earth every 18 
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CONSTANCE HOLDEN, DEBORAH SHAPLEY, NICHOLAS ones. Thus, information on crop prospects can be garnered. The images also 
WADE. EditorialAssistant, SCHERRAINE MACK show the extent of forests. By comparing winter and summer data, the 

Research News: ALLEN L. HAMMOND, WILLIAM D. abundance of deciduous trees can be established. Yet another example is in 
METZ, THOMAS H. MAUGH II, JEAN L. MARX, ARTHUR 
L. ROBINSON, GINA BARI KOLATA, FANNIE GROOM management of water resources. In many areas of the world, regulation of 

Book Reviews: KATHERINE LIVINGSTON, LYNN MAN- reservoirs fed by melting snow is vital. By studying successive ERTS 
FIELD, JANET Kaoo images and related ground data, better management is possible. 
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RYAN, Lois SCHMUI-r, YA Li SWIGART, ELEANOR continuing monitoring of such features, ERTS-l or its successors may well 
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Guide to Scientific Instruments: RICHARD SOMMER provide the first substantive indication of global climatic changes. 
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