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Not the least benefit from possible 
eventual reliance on "quick" bacterial 
tests for chemical carcinogens will be a 
reduction in the number of animals pres- 
ently used. Antivivisectionists will not be 
totally satisfied, but informed citizens 
who recognize the need for animal-based 
research will be encouraged if scientists 
find that the "quick" tests are as good as 
or better than animal tests for routine 
screening of chemicals. 

F. M. LOEW 
Research Program in Toxicology, 
Western College of Veterinary Medicine, 
University of Saskatchewan, 
Saskatoon, Canada S7N OWO 

Paper Mills and Campus Ethics 

Amitai Etzioni's editorial on paper 
mills (23 Apr., p. 325) focuses on only 
the latest result of the degradation of 
intellectual integrity in our universities. 
The phrase "publish or perish" of the 
1960's has now been replaced by the 

requirement of "accrue overhead." The 

corporate model applied to the universi- 
ty requires a profit, and the source of 
that profit is the research grant. Is it any 
wonder that students cheat in an environ- 
ment where the classroom responsibili- 
ties of faculty are so openly degraded 
and discouraged? 

The situation is ludicrous. The most 

dangerous act a nontenured faculty mem- 
ber can perform is to receive recognition 
as an outstanding teacher. Tenured facul- 

ty who devote too much time to the 
students are denied salary increments 
and promotion. The rewards are clear- 
money and release time for success in 
obtaining funding. If no funds, then more 
classes, more students, and denial of 

monetary reward. Merit is equated sole- 

ly with money in grants, and publications 
which result from activity that does not 
generate overhead is criticized. The val- 
ue of a publication to the scientific or 
intellectual community is of little con- 

sequence. 
The student is not to blame. His teach- 

ers spend their time trying to second- 
guess who will give money for what. In 
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terms: administrative reward for grants, 
departmental recognition for teaching. 
The salesman gets the money, the teach- 
er gets the pen-and-pencil set. 

Etzioni proposes symposia and work- 
shops on the subject of cheating. I sug- 
gest we first remove the corruption 
which permeates our universities. Why 
not a workshop on hiring part-time in- 
structors for our large classes, instruc- 
tors who work cheap but still generate 
the student credit hours? Why not a sym- 
posium on how overhead monies have 
had a net harmful effect on academic 
quality? Why not a convention on how 
recognition can be afforded to those who 
meet professional standards, and on how 
the "for sale" tag on promotion and 
tenure can be removed? 

Higher education is under attack, and 
because we have been corrupted we just 
may not survive with all the freedoms we 
now enjoy, and indeed require, for the 
free pursuit of what we call truth. But 
don't blame the student. He is only mod- 
eling. 

H. T. HUDSON 

Department of Physics, University of 
Houston, Houston, Texas 77004 

Etzioni skirts the real reasons for the 
continuing success of paper mills on 
many campuses and focuses incorrectly 
on student responsibility. The actual 
culprits are the faculty members. 

Graduate students who submit ghost- 
written or researched theses are respond- 
ing to the professorial practice of claiming 
major or total credit in published papers 
for work done by student assistants. 
Undergraduates are able to pass off 
phoney term papers as their own to pro- 
fessors who are, by and large, unable or 
unwilling to discover students' real re- 
search and writing capabilities. The 
paper mill business will continue to thrive 
until these and other corrupt practices 
and deficiencies within the "academic 
community," of which students are now 
keenly aware, are eliminated. 

PHILIP C. STEFFEY 
825 Euclid Street, Apartment 9, 
Santa Monica, California 90403 

Noting Etzioni's editorial on paper 
mills, I propose (i) that undergraduate stu- 
dents be passed or failed on the basis of 

daily laboratory performance and occa- 
sional examinations; and (ii) that just as 
every ethical physician makes a daily 
visit, at least, to patients in the hospital, 
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the physician and the professor should 
spend enough time and make enough ob- 
servations to know whether or not pro- 
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gress is being made. The physician or the 
professor should not accept the responsi- 
bility for more people than can be effec- 
tively observed. 

BURNHAM S. WALKER 

Burbank Hospital, Nichols Road, 
Fitchburg, Massachusetts 01420 

Etzioni's editorial is a cry of anguish 
about, and a call for action on, the 
practice of purchasing term papers, 
theses, and dissertations. The ethics of 
the problem are the major point, but the 
major question is not how to stop it or de- 
tect it or punish it. The real question is, 
Who is cheated? The student has the 
opportunity to learn through research 
or he can purchase and be thus assumed 
to know ever after. Those who slide 
through their course work by any method 
(cheating, cribbing, purchasing term 
papers, or whatever) will find themselves 
passed over when it comes to finding 
that uniquely interesting job or that 
highly desired promotion, simply through 
lack of preparation. Ignorance is easily 
betrayed, long remembered, and seldom 
rewarded. 

R. D. ATHEY, JR. 
Research Division, General Tire & 
Rubber Company, Akron, Ohio 44329 

The obvious answer to Etzioni's ques- 
tion "What is to be done about students 
who, in effect, purchase their de- 
grees . . .?" is simply for employers to 
stop using degrees as a basis for hiring 
and promotion. 

DONALD A. WINDSOR 
Post Office Box 604, 
Norwich, New York 13815 

Briefly, in response to the points made 

by Hudson and Steffey, whatever is 

wrong with "the system"-and there is 
indeed much which ought to be cor- 
rected-ultimate responsibility for un- 
ethical conduct nonetheless must rest 
with the acting individual. Nor can we 
allow individuals to disclaim responsi- 
bility for or excuse their unethical con- 
duct on the grounds that others get away 
with-or are even rewarded for-unethi- 
cal behavior. 

At the same time, it surely is true that 

setting an example is one of the most per- 
suasive modes of moral education. 
Walker's suggestion that professors not 

accept responsibility for more students 
than they can effectively give supervi- 
sion, guidance, and attention to provides 

gress is being made. The physician or the 
professor should not accept the responsi- 
bility for more people than can be effec- 
tively observed. 

BURNHAM S. WALKER 

Burbank Hospital, Nichols Road, 
Fitchburg, Massachusetts 01420 

Etzioni's editorial is a cry of anguish 
about, and a call for action on, the 
practice of purchasing term papers, 
theses, and dissertations. The ethics of 
the problem are the major point, but the 
major question is not how to stop it or de- 
tect it or punish it. The real question is, 
Who is cheated? The student has the 
opportunity to learn through research 
or he can purchase and be thus assumed 
to know ever after. Those who slide 
through their course work by any method 
(cheating, cribbing, purchasing term 
papers, or whatever) will find themselves 
passed over when it comes to finding 
that uniquely interesting job or that 
highly desired promotion, simply through 
lack of preparation. Ignorance is easily 
betrayed, long remembered, and seldom 
rewarded. 

R. D. ATHEY, JR. 
Research Division, General Tire & 
Rubber Company, Akron, Ohio 44329 

The obvious answer to Etzioni's ques- 
tion "What is to be done about students 
who, in effect, purchase their de- 
grees . . .?" is simply for employers to 
stop using degrees as a basis for hiring 
and promotion. 

DONALD A. WINDSOR 
Post Office Box 604, 
Norwich, New York 13815 

Briefly, in response to the points made 

by Hudson and Steffey, whatever is 

wrong with "the system"-and there is 
indeed much which ought to be cor- 
rected-ultimate responsibility for un- 
ethical conduct nonetheless must rest 
with the acting individual. Nor can we 
allow individuals to disclaim responsi- 
bility for or excuse their unethical con- 
duct on the grounds that others get away 
with-or are even rewarded for-unethi- 
cal behavior. 

At the same time, it surely is true that 

setting an example is one of the most per- 
suasive modes of moral education. 
Walker's suggestion that professors not 

accept responsibility for more students 
than they can effectively give supervi- 
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such a means for professors to demon- 
strate that they do take their responsi- 
bilities seriously-hopefully inspiring 
students to do the same and nudging the 
system toward reform. 
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