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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR A Global Rush Toward Nuclear Energy 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE Perhaps the most important sequel to the Arab oil embargo has been move- 

Science serves its readers as a forum for the presentation ment toward widespread adoption of nuclear energy. Some 38 chuntries outside 
and discussion of important issues related to the advance- the United States have a total of 260 power reactors either operating, under 
ment of science, including the presentation of minority or 
conflicting points of view, rather than by publishing only construction, or on order. Although the United States still has a major role in 
material on which a consensus has been reached. Accord- nuclear matters, it is rapidly losing its technological and political supremacy. 
ingly, all articles published in Science-including editori- 
als, news and comment, and book reviews-are signed and The situation is complex; one approach toward insight is to concentrate on a 
reflect the individual views of the authors and not official single country France. This nation has little indigenous coal and oil. In 1950 
points of view adopted by the AAAS or the institutions its energy consumption was the equivalent of 87.5 million metric tons of coal 
with which the authors are affiliated. 

(MTec), 65.3 million coming from coal and 15.5 million from oil. By 1973 ener- 
Edilorial Board gy use had tripled, but consumption of coal had fallen by a third while use of pe- 

1976 troleum had increased more than 11-fold to 175.6 MTec. Thus, France had be- 
ALFRED B. BROWN FRANK PRESS 
JAMES F. CROW FRANK w. PUTNAM come dependent on oil imports for about two-thirds of its energy. In contrast, 
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