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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR Federal Intervention in Universities 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE 
Science serves its readers as a forum for the presentation University presidents and other spokesmen are beginning to state publicly 

and discussion of important issues related to the advance- what they have been saying privately*. Congress and the federal bureaucracy 
ment of science, including the presentation of minority or 
conflicting points of view, rather than hy puhlishing only are increasing their many modes of interference with universities. No institution 
material on which a consensus has heen reached. Accord- is immune, and indeed the more prestigious one is, the more it is an object for 
ingly, all articles puhlished in Science-including editori- attack. A common device is the ultimatum with a short deadline: If you do not 
als, news and comment, and hook reviews-are signed and 
reflect the individual views of the authors and not official do such and such, your grants and contracts will be cut off. 
points of view adopted hy the AAAS or the institutions For some schools the confrontation is not dramatic, it is piecemeal. There are 
with which the authors are affiliated, at least 12 federally mandated programs that cumulatively impinge on the fi- 

Editorial Board nancial health of all universities. The American Council on Education has 
1975 

H. S. GUTOWSKY DONALD LINOSLEY stated that one large public university's annual expenses for implementing fed- 
N. BRUCE HANNAY RUTH PATRICK eral programs increased from $438,000 to $1.3 million between 1965 and 1975. 
DONALD KENNEDY RAYMOND H. THOMPSON During the same period a large private university's expenses increased from 
DANIEL F. KOSHLAND, JR. 

1976 $1 10,000 to $3.6 million, and a private college's $2,000 to $300,000. The mone- 
ALERED E. BROWN FRANK PRESS tary expenditures are only part of the costs. They do not reflect the diversion of 
JAMES F. CROW FRANK W. PUTNAM effort from scholarship to attention to federal demands. 
HANS LANDSBERG MAXINE SINGER 
EDWARD NEY ARTHUR M. SQUIRES Until about 1960 government involvement in academia was not great and in- 

Editorial Staff terference was minimal. But in the late fifties, federal grants for research started 
Editor to become a substantial factor in university budgets. The government chose to 

PHILIP H. ABELSON demand detailed accounting for individual grants. Since that time, the fastest 
Publisher Business Manager growing component at many universities has been the business office. The six- 
WILLIAM D. CAREY HANS NUSSBAUM ties also brought a weakening of the status of presidents of universities. A con- 

Managing Editor: ROBERT v. ORMES tributing factor was the Vietnam war, but the federal grants system also played 
Assistant Editors: ELLEN B. MURPHY, JOHN E. RINGLE a major role in diminishing the authority of university leaders. In addition, the 
Assistant to the Editors: PATRICiA ROWE sudden termination of large federal fellowship programs which had previously 
News and Comment: JOHN WALSH, Editor; PHILIP M. grown rapidly caused substantial financial problems. 

BOEFEY, LUTHER J. CARTER, BARBARA J. CULLiTON, CON- Thus, in the seventies the leaders of universities were ill-equipped to deal de- 
STANCE HOLDEN, DEBORAH SHAPLEY, NICHOLAS WADE. 
EditorialAssistant, THOMAS J. SEHLER cisively with Washington and its agents. In consequence, the universities are 

Research News: ALLEN L. HAMMOND, WILLIAM D. now forced to cope with laws, proposed laws, regulations, proposed regulations, 
METZ, THOMAS H. MAUGH II, JEAN L. MARX, ARTHUR L. 
ROBINSON, GINA BARI KOLATA, FANNIE GROOM and authority-grabbing bureaucrats. The laws are proposed and enacted for 

Book Reviews: KATHERINE LIVINGSTON, LYNN MAN- worthy purposes, such as occupational safety, fair employment, or social secu- 
FIELD, JANET KEGG rity. Each of itself is laudable and defensible. But their total impact on the fi- 

Cover Editor: GRAYCE FINGER nancial and intellectual life of the universities is severe. Moreover, the laws are 
Editorial Assistants: JOHN BAKER, ISABELLA BOULDIN, subject to interpretation by the Executive Branch. Enforcement of regulations is 

MARGARET BURESCH, ELEANORE BUTZ, MARY DORFMAN 
SYLVIA EBERHART, JUDITH GIVELBER, CAITILIN GORDON in the hands of local agents, who often extend federal interference with univer- 
CORRINE HARRIS, NANCY HARTNAGEL, OLIVER HEAT- sity affairs. For example, auditors from the San Francisco office of the Depart- 
WOLE, CHRISTINE KARLIK, MARGARET LLOYD, JEAN 
ROCKWOOD, LEAH RYAN, Lois SCHMITT, RICHARD SEMI- ment of Health, Education, and Welfare have been pushing around the Cali- 
KLOSE, YA Li SWIGART, ELEANOR WARNER fornia State University and College System. They demand that anyone paid on 

Guide to Scienttlc Instruments: RICHARD SOMMER a federal project account for his or her total effort and that the schools change 
Membership Recruitment: GWENDOLYN HUDDLE; Sub- their payroll systems, under the threat that noncompliance will result in with- 

scription Records and Member Records: ANN RAGLAND holding of letters of credit. 
Advertising Staff A saddening development in the federal approach to universities in the past 

Director Production Manager decade has been a shift from offerincr inducements to threatenina nunishments 
EARL J. SCHERAGO MARGARET STERLING b y . 

Advertising Sales Manager: RICHARD L. CHARLES This is especially significant in the area of fair employment practices. The uni- 
Sales: NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036: Herbert L. Burklund, 11 versities have been slow in recruiting women and minorities, but bludgeoning 
W. 42 St. (212-PE-6-1858); SCOTCH PLAINS, N,J. 07076: C. and threats are creating a poor climate for change. Competent women appoin- 
Richard Callis, 12 Unami Lane (201-889-4873); CHICAGO, tees are being taunted that they owe their positions not to their own qualifica- 
ILL. 60611: Jack Ryan, Room 2107, 919 N. Michigan Ave. 
(312-DE-7-4973); BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF. 902i 1: Winn tions but to federal pressure. How much better change might have gone with the 
Nance, ii N. La Cienega Blvd. (213-657-2772); DORSET, carrot instead of the stick! 
vT. 05251: Fred W. Dieffenbach, Kent Hill Rd. (802-867- The irony of punitive federal lnterventlon is that a government which is un- 
558 1) 
EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massachu- able to manage its own affairs competently insists on spreading its own brand of 
setts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Phones: (Area inefficiency throughout higher education. It is to be hoped that the university 
code 202) Central Office: 467-4350; Book Reviews: 467 faculties will unite behind their presidents in opposing further federal in- 
4367; Business Office: 467-4411; Circulation: 467-4417; 
Guide to Scientific Instruments: 467-4480; News and Coin- volvement. A truly unified academic community could halt the federal crippling 
ment: 467-4430; Reprints and Permissions: 467-4483; Re- of higher education-PHILIP H. ABELSON 
search News: 467-4321; Reviewing: 467-4443. Cable: Ad -____________________________________________________________________________________ 

vancesci. Washington. Copies of "Instructions for *For example, K. Brewster, Science, II April 1975; 5. K. Bailey, keynote address, annual meeting of 
Contributors" can he ohtained from the editorial office. the National Association of College and University Business Officers, New Orleans, 10 July 1975; D. 
See also page xi, Science, 26 Septemher 1975. ADVER Aldrich, testimony before the Suhcommittee on Education, U.S. Senate, iS July 1975; J. C. Calhoun, 
TISING CORRESPONDENCE: Room 1740, 11 W. 42 testimony before the Committee on Science and Technology, U.S. House of Representatives, 17 July 
St., New York, N.Y. 10036. Phone: 212-PE-6-1858. 1975. 
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