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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE The Humility Factor 

Science serves its readers as a forum for the 
presentation and discussion of important issues 
related to the advancement of science, including There is a humbling lesson in the recent sharp decline in highway 
the presentation of minority or conflicting points fatalities. Traffic accidents are a major social problem by any standard, 
of view, rather than by publishing only material 
on which a consensus has been reached. Accord- and until recently more Americans died each year on the roads than in 
ingly, all articles published in Science-including all the years of war in Southeast Asia, roughly 55,000 in 1970. The 
editorials, news and comment, and book reviews- 
are signed and reflect the individual views of the number of persons injured that same year ran to 5,100,000. The annual 
authors and not official points of view adopted by economic loss per seriously injured person in medical expenses, property 
the AAAS or the institutions with which the authors 

are affiliated. damage, and lost earnings runs into the billions. 
Editorial Board Over the years the problem was studied and a variety of efforts were 

1974 launched to correct it. Some favored the educational approach, especially 
ALFRED BROWN FRANK W. PUTNAM driver education classes and public persuasion campaigns ("the life you 
JAMES F. CRow MAXINE F. SINGER 
SEYMOuR S. KETY GORDON WoLMAN save may be your own"). Others subscribed to technological cures: 
FRANK PRESS redesign of the automobile (Ralph Nader argued that the cars were 

1975 "unsafe at any speed," not the drivers) and redesign of the roads (rail- 
HERBERT S. GUTOWSKY DONALD LINDSLEY 
N. BRUCE HANNAY RUTH PATRICK ings, flexible signposts, and so on). Still others appealed to the long arm 
DONALD KENNEDY RAYMOND H. THOMPSON of the law, asking for stiffer penalties for traffic violators and mandatory 
DANIEL E. KOSHLAND, JR. use of seat belts. And yet another set of people pointed to alcohol as 

Editorial Staff the major cause of fatal accidents and called for greater use of breath 
Editor: PHILIP H. ABELSON 

Business Manager: HANS NUSSBAUM analyzers to get those driving while under the influence of liquor off the 
Managing Editor: ROBERT . ORMES road. Each approach had its proponents, detractors, supportive data, and 
Assistant Editors: ELLEN E. MURPHY, JOHN E. counterclaims. The number of traffic deaths continued to rise from 

RINGLE 38,000 in 1960 to 49,000 in 1965 to 55,000 in 1970, while injuries went 
Assistant to the Editors: PATRICIA Rowa from 3,078,000 to 4,100,000 to 5,100,000 in the same years. 
News and Comment: JOHN WALSH, LUTHER 3. Then came the energy crisis, hardly designed by any traffic safety 

CARTER, DEBORAH SHAPLEY, ROBERT GILLETTE, NICHO- 
LAB WADE, CONSTANCE HOLDEN, BARBARA 3. CULLITON council, and the 55 mile an hour speed limit, introduced, oddly enough, 
SCHERRAINE MACK not to save lives but to conserve energy. Since then the slaughter on the 

Research News: ALLEN L. HAMMOND, WILLIAM highways has been curtailed by more than 23 percent. 
D. METz, THOMAS H. MAUGH II. JEAN L. MARX, 
ARTHUR L. ROBINSON, GINA BARI KOLATA, FANNIE This is not the only social problem to be drastically affected by 
GROOM factors neither foreseen nor deliberately introduced for the purpose. The 

Book Reviews: KATHERINE LIvINGsTON, LYNN sharpest drop in the number of mental patients in state mental hospitals 
MANFIELD, ANN O'BRIEN 

Cover Editor: GRAYCE FINGER was caused not by any root change in the psychiatric treatment ad- 
Editorial Assistants: MARGARET ALLEN, ISABELLA ministered, but chiefly by the discovery of tranquilizers, which allow 

BOULDIN, ELEANORE BUTZ, MARY DORPMAN, SmvIA many patients to remain at home with little cost to the state. Thanks to 
EBERHART, JUDITH GIvELBER, CORRINE HARRIS, NANCY tranquilizers, the number of people kept incarcerated in state mental 
HARTNAGEL, OLIVER HEATWOLE, CHRISTINE KARLIK 
MARGARET LLOYD, ERIC PoooaNPossL, JEAN RocKwoon, hospitals fell from 535,540 in 1960 to 373,984 in 1969. 
LEAK RYAN, Lots ScHMrI-r, RICHARD SEMIKLOSE, Finally, 'the problems of the major urban centers, such as housing, 
YA LI SWIGAsST, ELEANOR WARNER 

Guide to Scientific instruments: RICHARD SOMMER welfare, and busing, were to a very large degree created by an influx 
millions Membership Recruitment: GWENDOLYN HUDDLE; of of poor Americans from the countryside, especially the 

Subscription Records and Member Records: ANN South. More than any program created by any major city council or state 
RAGLAND or federal agency, the recent cessation and partial reversal of this move- 

AdvertIsing StRif ment, including remigration to the South, may ameliorate conditions in 
Director Production Manager the cities. (Between 1940 and 1970 4.4 million blacks alone left the 
EARL 5. SCHERAGO MARGARET STERLING 

RICHARD L. CHARLES South. A recent study suggests that between 1970 and 1973 more blacks Advertising Sales Manager: migrated to the South than from the South.) 
Sales: NEw YORK, N.Y. 10036: Herbert L. Burklund, The moral? Our capacity to engineer society is at a relatively early 
11 W. 42 St. (212-PE-6-1858); SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ. 
07076: C. Richard Callis, 12 Unami Lane (201-889- and primitive stage. The cliche "If we can put a man on the moon, we 
4873), CHICAGO, ILL. 60611: Jack Ryan, Room should be able to . . ." holds only as an aspiration for the farther future. 
2107, 919 N. Michigan Ave. (312-DE-7-4973); Bay 
ERLY HILLS, CALIF. 90211: Winn Nance. 111 N. La For the near one, humility is of the essence. A scientific orientation to 
Cienega Blvd. (213-657-2772); DORSET, VT. 05251: 
Fred W. Dieffenbach, Kent Hill Rd. (802-867-5581) our societal problems is essential, but first of all in the sense of a 
EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massa- rational, open-minded, empirical orientation, rather than one which relies 
chusetts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Phones: on a priori beliefs and assumptions. The easy optimism that goes with 
(Area code 202) Central Office: 467-4350; Book Re- the assumption that we can design a quick cure for most things that ail 
views: 467-4367; Business Office: 467-4411; Circula- 
tion: 467-4417; Guide to Scientific Instruments: 467- us is not called for. It results in an oversell of what science and tech- 
4480; News and Comment: 467-4430; Reprints and n ology can do for the highly intricate, societal world, whose dynamics 
Permissions: 467-4483; Research News: 467-4321; 
Reviewing: 467-4440. Cable: Advancesci. Washington. we are only slowly learning to understand.-AMITAI ETzIoNt, Professor 
Copies of "Instructions for Contributors" can be of Sociology, Columbia University, and Director, Center for Policy Re- 
obtained from the editorial office. See also page xv. 
Science, 28 June 1974. ADVERTISING CORRE- search, Inc., 475 Riverside Drive, New York 10027 
SPONDENCE: Room 1740, 11 W. 42 St., New York, 
N.Y. 10036. Phone: 212-PE-6-1858. 
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