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Science serves its readers as a forum for the 
pt-esensation and discussion of important issues 
related to the advancement of science, including The United States has completed successfully the first phase of an 
tne presentation of minority or conflicting points 
of view, rather than hy puhlishing only material adjustment to drastic changes in the cost and availability of petroleum. 
on which consensus has heen reached. Accord- Statistics covering inventories and consumption of oil and its products 
ingly, all articles puhlished in Science-including 
editorials, news and comment, and hook reviews show that the oil embargo failed to cut supplies to a danger point. 
-are signed and reflect the individual views of the - Indeed, the end of the embargo found the United States with total 
authors and not official points of view adopted hy 
the AAAS or the instittitions with which the authors inventories 6 percent above those of a year ago. 
are affiliated. 
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Editor barrels during the winter months. 

PHILIP H. ABELSON The year 1973 was not a typical one for the oil industry. Even before 
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WILLIAM BEVAN HANS NUSSEAUM the embargo, stocks were unusually small, whereas demand was sharply 

Managing ditor: ROBERT V. ORMEs greater. For comparison, in early October 1970, total inventories were 
Assistant Edilors: ELLEN B. MURPHY. JOHN B. 777 million barrels, whereas demand was less than 14 million barrels 

RiNoLis per day. In 1973 at the corresponding time, total inventories were 743 
Assistants to the Editors: NANCY TEIMOURIAN, million barrels, with demand at 17 million barrels per day. Much of 

PATRICIA ROWE the inventories is not available because it is tied up in filling pipelines, 
Nesvs and Comment: JOHN wALSH, LUTHER J. in tankers, or in process; the contrast between the 2 years is more pro- 

CARTER, DEBOEAH SHAPLEY, ROBERT GILLETtE, NICHO- 
LAS wAne, CONSTANCE HOLOEN, BARBARA J. CULLITON. found than the figures show. 
SCHERRAINE MACK As suppliers of a vital commodity, the international oil companies 

Research News: ALLEN L. HAMMOND, WILLIAM have a responsibility to provide dependable supplies and to maintain a 
D. METS, THOMAS H. MAUGH II, JEAN L. MARX, sufficient inventory to meet contingencies, but the companies had failed 
ARrI-tulc L. ROBINSON 

Book Ret'i irs: SYLVIA EBERHART, KATHERINE Liv- to build adequate reserves in this country. Thus -the Arab embargo was 
INOSTON, ANN O'BRIEN applied at a time when it could have maximum effect. It came when the 
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BUTS, MARY DOREMAN, JUDITH Gsv LaCE, CORRINE When the embargo was announced, consumption was at a rate about 
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RYAN, Lois SCHMITT, MICHAEL SCHWARTZ, RICHARD shortages. The country was spared extreme hardship by reason of a 
SiMIRLosE, YA Li SWIGART, ELEANOR WARNER fortunate combination of factors: (i) for the first 2 months after its 

Guide to Scientific Instruni nis: R5CHARD SOMMER start, the embargo leaked substantially; (ii) the public responded well 
Membership Recruitnaenl: GWENDOLYN HUDDLE; to pleas for conservation-only toward the end of the embargo did part 

Subscriptio,i Records and Member Records: ANN 
RAGLAN 0 of the people press the panic button over gasoline shortages; (iii) the 

AdvertisinR Staff weather was milder than average; and (iv) after a tong period of fum- 
Director Production Manager bling, the federal government finally chose an effective energy czar, 
EARL 1. SCHERAGO MARGARET STERLING William Simon. His program has produced annoyance and criticism, 

Advertising Sales Manager: RICHARD L. CHAEL  but it has worked. During the crucial months of January and February, 
Sales: NEW YORK. N.Y. i0036: Herbert L. Burkiund, when the embargo was fully effective, total inventories dropped from 
ii w. 42 St. (212-PE-6-i858); SCOTCH PLAINS, N.J. 
07076: C, Richard Callis. 12 Unami Lane (201-889- 759 to 710 million barrels; the usual seasonal decrease is 60 to 70 mil- 
4873); CHICAGo, ILL. 60611: Jack Ryan, Room Ii 
2107, 919 N. Michigan Ave. (312-DE-7-4973); BEV- on barrels. Gasoline stocks rose about 9 percent, which is about the 
rELY HILLS, CALlF. 90211: VVinn Nance, lii N. La usual increase during that period. 
cienega Blvd. (213-657-2772) In summary, the embargo was ineffective. The United States dis- 
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