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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR 
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE Faulty Engineers or Neglected Experts? 

Science serves its readers as a forum for the 
presentation and discussion of important issues 
related to the advancement of science, including Social scientists are being made scapegoats for the failure of dozens the presentation of minority or conflicting points 
of view, rather than by publishing only material of domestic programs. The October 1972 issue of Fortune reports that on which a consensus has been reached. Accord- "social engineers retreat under fire"-a main source of the shots fired ingly, all articles pubhshed in Science-including being Fortune itself. 'Its staff writer Tom Alexander reports: "There's editorials, news and comment, and book reviews 
-are signed and reflect the individual views of the plenty of material for recrimination." He then recites the by now familiar authors and not official points of view adopted by 
the AAAS or the institutions with which the authors catalog of failures of the domestic programs, failure to abolish welfare, are affiliated. poverty, school segregation, and so on-problems that have not been 

Editorial Board solved despite "record" investments. 
1973' 

H. S. GuTowsKv GARDNER LINOZEY The charges against social scientists are about as well founded as those 
AUTHUR D. HASLER RAYMOND H. THOMPSON brought in the early 1950's, equating social science with socialism. The RUDOLF KOMPFNER EDWARD 0. WILSON discipline, as such, is no more at fault for the failure of many Great 
DANIEL E. KOSIrLAND, JR. 

1974 Society programs than the study of international relations is for the 
ALFRED BROWN FRANK W. PUTNAM American involvement in Vietnam. 
JAMES F. CROW MAXINE SINOER 
SEYMOUR S. KETY GORDON wOLMAN First, most programs did not receive the funds and manpower they FRANK PRESS needed. Alexander is, of course, technically correct: the investments in 

Editorial Staff domestic programs reached "record" levels. But this does not make 'them 
Editor high, and certainly not high enough. 

PHILIP H. AaELsoN Second, many solutions require 'tradition-bound citizens and legisla- 
Publisher Business Manager tures to reexamine their views about the world, human nature, and 
WILLIAM BEvAN HANS NUSSaAUM human values. If they balk, and block progress, there is little a social 

Managing Editor: ROEERT V. ORMES scientist can-and maybe should-do. Thus, crime is usually ranked as 
Assistant Editors: ELLEN E. MURPHY, JOHN E. the number one domestic problem. Recently the President, on the heels 

RINOLE of the governor of New York, has sought to reinstate the death penalty 
Assistant to the Editor: NANCY TEIMOURIAN because, it is alleged, all other efforts to turn back the rising wave of 
News and Comment: JOHN WALSH, LUTHER 1. crime have failed. But the fundamental remedies that most social sci- 

CARTER, DEBORAH SHAPLEY, ROBERT GILLETTE, NIcHO- 
LAS WADE, CONSTANCE HOLDEN, BAREARA J. CULLITON, entists favor have not even been tried. Many politicos prefer to grand- ScHERRAINE MACK stand against crime with "tough" speeches and suggest "tough" measures 

Research News: ALLEN L. HAMMOND, WILLIAM that they must know are either ineffectual or unconstitutional or both. D. METZ, THOMAS H. MAUGH II, JEAN L. MARX 

Book Reviews: SYLVIA EBERHART, KATHERINE Lsv- Why point the finger at social scientists? 
INOSTON, ANN SELTZ-PETRASH The social sciences could be more vigorous than they are-if the 

Cover Editor: GRAYCE FINOER politicos would let them. The social sciences, as a group, have been the 
Editorial Assistants: MAROARET ALLEN, ISARELLA neglected branch of the sciences, receiving a mere 2 to 3 percent of the 

BOULDIN, BLAIR BURNS, ELEANORE BUTZ, MARY DOEF- resource pie, and even that much only in recent years. No wonder there 
MAN, JUDITH GIVELBER, CORRINE HARRIS, NANCY are fields in which little is known: how to help disadvantaged children 
HARTNAOEL, OLIVER HEATWOLE, CHRISTINE KARLIK, 
MARGARET LLOYD, JEAN RocKwooo, PATRICIA ROWE, catch up, for example, or how to respond to the growing dissolution of 
LEAH RYAN, JOHN SCHAUER, LOIS SCHMITT, MICHAEL 
SCHWARTZ, KENNETH SMITH, YA LI SWIGART the family. But even in these areas social scientists can at least point to 

Guide to Scientific Instruments: RICHARD SOMMER what will not work. The Coleman Report pointed out that the kind of 
Membership Recruitment: LEONARD wRAY; Subscrip- efforts undertaken, at a cost of roughly $1.2 billion a year, had no tion Records and Member Records: ANN RAGLAND discernible results. 

and PAUL STIEHL If America now seeks to attend to its long list of social problems, 
Advertising Staff an increased investment in social science is the order of the day-not a 

Director Production Manager chopping of their sources of support. Furthermore, social programs, in 
EARL J. SCHERAGO PATTY WELLS 

which the findings of social scientists are utilized, must be allowed to Advertising Sales Manager: RICHARD L. CHARLES go through the same research and development sequence that missiles Sales: NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036: Herbert L. Burkiund, 
11 W. 42 St. (212-PE-6-1858); SCOTCH PLAINS, N.J. and lunar landing crafts go through. An initial mistake made by social 07076: C. Richard Callis, 12 Unami Lane (201-889- scientists was agreeing to the use of their theories in attempts to plan 4873); CHIcAnO, ILL. 60611: John P. Cahill, Room 
2107, 919 N. Michigan Ave. (312-DE-7-4973); Bay- societal changes. They should have insisted on design or table-top or 
ERLY HILLS, CALIF. 90211: Wino Nance, 111 N. La wind-tunnel models in order to initiate, not to bypass, the research and 
Cienega Blvd. (213-657-2772) 

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massa- development sequence. We must stop trying to jump directly from so- chusetts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005'.' Phones: ciological blueprints into multibillion-dollar programs. 
(Area code 202) Central Office: 467-4350; Book Re- We can no longer delay facing our domestic needs, and we cannot 
views: 467-4367; Business Office: 467-4411; Circula- 
tion: 467-4417; Guide to Scientific Instruments: 467- deal with them without the help of the social sciences. But the social 4480; News and Comment: 467-4430; Reprints and sciences themselves will much nourishment and fortification be- Permissions: 467-4483; Research News: 467-4321' require 
Reviewing: 467-4440. Cable: Advancesci, Washington, fore they will be able to fully measure up to this mission.-AMITAI 
Copies of "Instructions for Contributors" can be ETzIoNI, Professor of Sociology, Columbia University, and Director, obtained from the editorial office. See also PEEC xv, 
Science, 29 June 1973. ADVERTISING COR- Center for Policy Research, 475 Riverside Drive, New York 10027 RESPONDENCE: Room 1740, ii w. 42 St., New 
York, N.Y. 10036. Phone: 212-PE-6-1858. 
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