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Something like a world survival 
movement may be what we need next, 
and in fact it may be larger already than 
most of us realize. In the last two 

years, the global analyses and calls to 
action have been building up, including 
the five books here, along with the more 
technical M.I.T. studies such as Man's 

Impact on the Global Environment and 
Man's Impact on the Climate, and the 

Club-of-Rome-sponsored study by Mea- 

dows, Meadows, et al. on The Limits to 
Growth. Overlapping analyses empha- 
sizing the political and cultural changes 
involved in world transformation would 
also include 'Servan-Schreiber's The 
Radical Alternative and Revel's With- 
out Marx or Jesus: The New American 
Revolution Has Begun, as well as Sakh- 
arov's 1968 book Progress, Coexistence 
and Intellectual Freedom. 

This would make an excellent read- 

ing list for any study groups concerned 
with world survival problems. What dis- 

tinguishes these books from most of 
the critical and countercultural litera- 
ture today is their level of technical 

systems analysis rather than polemics, 
their programs of constructive action, 
and their belief that a more humane 

global future can still be created by our 
efforts in the next few years. They all 

accept the three basic premises of the 
Club of Rome: that our problems are 
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(i) multiple and interacting, (ii) global, 
and (iii) urgent, on a time scale mea- 
sured in years rather than decades. And 
they stress, with varying emphases, the 
same cluster of major problems that 
must be solved together-the "prob- 
lematique," as Ozbekhan has called it- 
which includes peace keeping, the rich- 
poor gap, the exhaustion of nonrenewa- 
ble resources, population growth, and 
pollution and damage to the ecosystem. 
(There are no "priorities" in this list. 
The term becomes meaningless for sys- 
tems problems. Should the engine have 
priority over the wheels? Or the steering 
over the brakes? They must all be 
worked on in parallel, their interrela- 
tion being taken into account, to create 
a total system that works.) 

Actually, it is surprising how similar 
the conclusions of these books are, since 
their analyses come from several differ- 
ent countries-the United States, Brit- 
ain, France, and the Soviet Union- 
and start from several different disci- 
plines, ranging from physical and engi- 
neering analysis and systems-dynamics 
forecasting to ecology, peace keeping 
and order building, and cultural and 
political analysis. 

Attempts like these to define the 
image of a humane and attainable fu- 
ture and to do the systems analysis of 
the efforts needed to get from here to 
there are more important than ordinary 
futuristic "predictions." They may come 
to play the same role in the present 
world transformation that intellectual 
analysis of the class struggle played in 
the older type of revolution. Both the 
capitalist and the communist establish- 
ments, of course, tend to view all such 
attempts as nothing but Doomsday 
sermons: Read any of the establish- 
ment critiques of either the computer- 
oriented Limits to Growth or the 

humanistic-ecological Blueprint for Sur- 
vival. The New Left and the Third 
World see these studies in the opposite 
light, as representing hidden national 
and class interests that invent rich 
men's crises to justify their continued 
computerized and technocratic at- 
tempts to maintain their domination. 

This was the theme of the demonstra- 
tions in Stockholm against the World 
Conference on the Environment. 

But the fact is that our old establish- 
ment programs and our old revolution- 
ary arguments are both being rapidly 
overtaken by the spreading planetary 
networks of television, tourism, technol- 
ogy, and trade. A new scale of problems 
demands a new scale of formulation. 
The only answer to an integrated global 
analysis is a better integrated global 
analysis. It is true that these present 
systems analyses of the problematique 
are only at square one. But anyone who 
wants to understand or shape the future 
more effectively-whether capitalist or 
communist, establishment or counter- 
culture, rich or poor-must take ac- 
count of these analyses, and apply them 
or extend them or else prove that he 
can supersede them. 

Richard A. Falk is a well-known 
professor of international law at Prince- 
ton and a director of World Order 
Models Projects of the World Law 
Fund. His book, This Endangered 
Planet, emphasizes the ecological inter- 
dependence of mankind and the need 
for designing a new peace-keeping and 
world-order system to manage our 
"dimensions of planetary danger." The 
sovereignty of nation-states is already 
beginning to yield to the global network. 
Major decisions affecting American life 
are no longer made in Washington or 
New York. The energy resources of the 
United States are determined in the 
Persian Gulf; the prosperity of midwest 
wheat farmers depends on Russian pur- 
chases; that of Detroit depends on 
Japanese competition; the export-import 
balance and the value of the dollar are 
determined in Paris and Geneva; and 
the profits of the arms industry are 
determined by sales to 50 countries, 
competing with purchases of civilian 
goods. 

Yet there is no adequate transna- 
tional system for handling our ecological 
and global threats that also cross all 
boundaries. Falk says they are too 
urgent for separate national agreements 
and gradualist solutions and can be 
solved in time only if we make "an 
abrupt ... and drastic modification of 
the world-order system" (p. 264; em- 
phasis his). The present Vietnam peace 
and the detente among the great powers 
are welcome events, but they are held 
together only by personal contacts 
among leaders who may die or be 
deposed. The basic instability and the 
danger of nuclear accident and escala- 
tion will remain unchanged until we 
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create accepted supranational authori- 
ties for peace keeping, the settlement of 
disputes, and nuclear management and 
arms control. 

Falk spends over one-third of his 
book on detailed steps in the design of 
a new world-order system and on the 
activism, political pressure, and personal 
commitment needed to create it. He 
shows how in the 1970's, 1980's, and 
1990's we will move either from despair 
to desperation to catastrophe or, with 
more constructive efforts, from aware- 
ness to mobilization to world transfor- 
mation. 

Warren Wagar's Building the City of 
Man (not to be confused with his earlier 
book The City of Man) is another 
"world-order book" sponsored by the 
World Law Fund. Wagar is explicit 
about the need for a global political 
movement, "the World Party . .. that 
must create a civilization" (p. 57). He 
says that the present peace movement 
fails because its aims are "too narrowly 
political," while the scientists' techno- 
logical fixes are "not political enough" 
and the proposals of the New Left are 
"romantic, nationalist red herrings" (pp. 
40, 42, 45). He calls for a new master 
strategy with "three main fronts: de- 
veloping a new ideology of world order 
and a new humanistic religion, building 
a world political party to guide the 
transfer of public power from the 
nation-states to,the world republic, and 
providing survival insurance for civiliza- 
tion against the risk of Doomsday" 
(p. 50). (A complete strategy will also 
need to include the deliberate design of 
transformation paths and the develop- 
ment of new social inventions for cata- 
lytic change on each of these fronts.) 

Wagar tries to spell out what the 
new world could bring, in culture, in 
the morality of mutual service, in ed- 
ucation, in relations between men and 
women, and in "commonwealth" or po- 
litical structure. "The world state, as I 
foresee it, will be unitary, democratic, 
socialist, and liberal" (p. 142). Some of 
his ideas may be more radical than 
necessary, but his main thesis is correct, 
that we must have an image of man- 
kind's future and that we must begin 
now to create the change mechanisms 
and institutions that will bring it into 
being. He particularly emphasizes the 
need for fitting together the internalized 
culture of mankind with the external 
commonwealth. We will obviously need 
complementary changes at a hierarchy 
of levels. Some of the powers of the 
nation-states must indeed be transferred 
up to the global commonwealth- 
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nuclear control, energy, resources, pol- 
lution, population, communications- 
but others need to be transferred down- 
ward as far as possible for diverse 
regional and community and individual 
self-determination. 

Blueprint for Survival is the publica- 
tion in book form of the famous and 
controversial manifesto which was 
endorsed by 33 British scientists and 
which constituted the January 1972 
issue of the Ecologist. It was hotly de- 
bated in Nature, the New Scientist, the 
Times, the Observer, and elsewhere, and 
extensive counterattacks by such critics 
as John Maddox, the editor of Nature, 
have now been published. Blueprint 
translates the M.I.T. Global Environ- 
ment statistics and the warnings of 
The Limits to Growth into a program 
for social and political reorganization. 
It is perhaps best summarized in the 
resolution adopted by the Board of Di- 
rectors of the Sierra Club in May 1972: 

The Sierra Club supports the goals as 
described in the Blueprint for Survival of 
a stable but diverse society for the world 
community which minimizes environment- 
al destruction, reduces the discrepancy 
between economic values and costs and 
social values and costs, and increases the 
diversity of physical and social environ- 
ments. 

Blueprint is actually trying to set up 
a "Movement for Survival," with "na- 
tional movements to act at national 
levels, and if need be to assume political 
status and contest elections" (p. vi). It 
stresses the need for "orchestration" or 
concerted action on many fronts by 
many groups (pp. 61-65). But its tech- 
nical emphasis is ecological, on the 
design of a cybernetic and self-regula- 
tory society (p. 111), with diverse, 
humanized, and resource-conserving 
towns and farms, a society which 
"would provide us with satisfactions 
more than compensating for" those of 
our present exponential-growth socie- 
ties (p. 157). It is a powerful statement 
of what life could be and what we 
need to do, and millions of people 
may be moved by it. 

Lester Brown of the Overseas De- 
velopment Council is a world food ex- 
pert and author of the earlier, very 
optimistic Seeds of Change. His new 

book, World without Borders, gets into 
the social and human aspects of the 
problematique-the rich-poor gap, un- 
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employment everywhere, the rural- 
urban migration, and hunger. To solve 
such problems, he urges the creation 
of a global economy-including and 
going beyond the multinational corpora- 
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tion-and a global infrastructure, of 
communications-education, transporta- 
tion, and new oceanic, environmental, 
disaster-relief, and research agencies,. 

Brown proposes less long-range and 
fundamental reforms than the previous 
authors, but he is more attuned to the 
next steps that need to be taken by 
present institutions, governments, and 
United Nations agencies. He wants to 
turn swords into plowshares, to redistrib- 
ute resources, to strengthen the United 
Nations, to formulate a new ethic (p. 
361), and to take more American initia- 
tive in creating a unified global society 
(p. 358). Unfortunately he often relies 
too much on good will, on rather un- 
likely changes of national policy, and 
on a United Nations whose structure is 
obviously inherently defective for solv- 
ing these-global problems. He applauds 
the recent consumer and ecology and 
restructuring movements in the United 
States, but he does not see the need to 
integrate these into an organized move- 
ment for a new world order. He con- 
cludes, "The most urgent item on our 
agenda . . is the creation of a world 
without borders, one which recognizes 
the common destiny of all mankind" 
(p. 364). A major subgoal, yes; but it 
conveys little sense of the total system 
building, from the roots, that is in fact 
necessary. Yet many of Brown's pro- 
posals may be feasible, and it would be 
important to try to get them adopted 
in the next few years. 

Dennis Gabor won the 1971 Nobel 
Prize for the invention of holography, 
and his book The Mature Society is a 
continuation of themes from his 1964 
book, Inventing the Future. It starts off 
with his opinions and futuristic pro- 
posals on various subjects, such as 
absenteeism, drugs, inflation, competi- 
tion, education, "ethical quotients," and 
"the moral achievements of science." 
He is against "technology autonomous," 
but a sort of technocratic smugness 
often mars his off-the-cuff ideas. He 
dismisses nuclear war between the 
United States and Russia as having 
"probability nil" (p. 19). And he fore- 
sees unlimited power: "In the long run 
. . uranium can be extracted from the 
seas . . . with abundant power all 
metals can be extracted, even from the 
poorest deposits, or from the sea" (p. 
29). No mention of energy or entropy 
costs or thermal pollution. 
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goes on to emphasize that "growth will 
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tem" (p. 24). He sees this as requiring 
the urgent development of a Mature 
Society: "a peaceful world on a high 
level of material civilization, which has 
given up growth in numbers and in 
material consumption but not growth in 
the quality of life, and one which is 
compatible with the nature of homo 
sapiens . ." (p. 3). And he says, as we 
must all say, "Let us avoid the greatest 
of dangers, while leaving as much free- 
dom as possible for those who come 
after us . .." (p. 5). 

The fact that these different authors 
with many different points of view are 
all converging so suddenly on such a 
shared image of the global future, with 
such a shared sense of urgency and 
needed effort, is astonishing and heart- 
ening. It suggests that 1973 may be the 
year when a world survival movement 
actually develops. If these books, and 
the groups they represent, could gener- 
ate a real movement of this kind, it 
could create a focus of hope, a sense 
of community, and a mobilization of 
personal and political resources for the 
long haul on a scale that would in fact 
transform these global problems. It 
would be not merely a human organiza- 
tional event, but a scientific and biolog- 
ical event that could change the 
slopes of all those Doomsday curves. 
It could create the possibility of a 
human future that would be, for the 
first time, believable. 

JOHN PLATT 
Center for Advanced Study in the 
Behavioral Sciences, 
Stanford, California 

Addressing a Central Problem 

Harvard University Program on Technol- 
ogy and Society, 1964-1972. A Final Re- 
view. Emmanuel G. Mesthene, director. 
Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass., 
1972. vi, 286 pp. 

Our Tool-Making Society. IRENE TAVISS. 
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Harvard University's Program on 

Technology and Society began in 1964 
when, in a widely publicized move, 
IBM made $5 million available for an 
interdisciplinary study of the impact of 
technology upon society. The program, 
slated to run for a full decade, was 
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