carcinomas are nearly nonexistent in
subhuman primates (5), the carcino-
genic potential of irritative compounds
which cause gastric hyperplasia and
dysplasia must be investigated with ade-
quate controls and over long periods
of time.

In regard to Jowett's criticism of the
use of the word “random,” we listed the
highest concentration of PCB's found
in food samples randomly taken by the
Food and Drug Administration. We
emphasize that the gastric lesions were
produced by this compound at levels
less than an order of magnitude greater
than those which have occurred in
samples of fish. We concur that the
levels in a “general” diet would be lower
for most of the population, and we
presented the evidence for this con-
clusion by listing the lower levels found
in other food products. We cannot
adopt Jowett's acceptance of a safe
level being “an order of magnitude less
than the lowest level at which symptoms
are known to occur” without considera-
tion for the time factor. In our experi-
ment, the animals developed the lesions
within 3 months, whereas dietary con-
tamination by the compound would en-
sure intake for indefinite lengths of
time and conceivably for a lifetime. We
again recognize the efforts of the Food
and Drug Administration to remove
contaminated samples which exceed 5
parts per million and urge the support
of such actions.

J. R. ALLEN
D. H. NorBACK
Department of Pathology, Medical
School, and Regional Primate Research
Center, University of Wisconsin,
Madison 53706
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Reaction to Rhetoric

I would like to comment on Leo A.
Orleans’ article, “How the Chinese sci-
entist survives” (8 Sept. 1972, p. 864).
Whenever we are faced with messages
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of unpalatable content, someone will
provide us with a tranquilizer, saying
not to overreact to rhetoric and that
people did not mean what they said. To
those who believe in this, I recommend
the following reading list: (i) A. Hitler,
Mein Kampf; (i) G. A. Nasser,
Speeches and Broadcasts; (iiiy M. T.
Cicero. Speeches against L. Sergius
Catilina; and (iv) Demosthenes, The
Philippika.

The fact that people do not achieve
their previously stated programs and
goals does not necessarily prove that
they did not mean them.

F. P. BORNSTEIN
2001 North Oregon Street,
El Paso. Texas 79902

Snapping Turtle Plea

Surely the most obvious conclusion to
be drawn from the findings of Thomas
H. Jukes and Richard Holmquist (11
Aug. 1972, p. 530) is that the time has
come for a taxonomy based on gross
morphological traits to be replaced by
one more securely rooted in biochem-
istry and genetics. One might almost,
if one wished to be frivolous, imagine
the snapping turtle pleading, in parody
of St. Thomas of Celano:

inter Aves locum praesta
et a Boidis me sequestra.
G. T. NURSE
Human Sero-Genetics Unit, South
African Institute for Medical
Research, Hospital Street,
Johannesburg, South Africa

Our taxonomically oriented col-
leagues have reacted tepidly to Nurse's
suggestion that a morphologically based
taxonomy be replaced by one of bio-
chemical derivation. Furthermore, a
telephone call to the California State
Board of Education was unproductive.
However, a friendly Mock Turtle (Pseu-
dochelonia dodgsonii) was quite recep-
tive. “Once,” he began, “I was a real
turtle. . . .” Examination of his cyto-
chrome c sequence revealed phenylala-
nine at position 36, aspartic acid at 50,
glycine at 89, and asparagine at 103—
all identical with bovine—and no less
than 12 hypervariable sites, showing
evolutionary instability. When we told
him this, he rudely gave us the bird.

THoMmas H. JUKES
RICHARD HOLMQUIST
Space Sciences Laboratory,
University of California,
Berkeley 94720

COWTAL ClEaR

isthenewlook
inunbreakable
Nalgene Burets

These burets do everything glass does
. . . except break. Now you
can have an individually cali-
brated transparent buret
that will not break in normal
use. Only a slight meniscus
makes readings easier, more §
accurate. The crystal clear §
acrylic body, tip, and leak-
proof stopcock are unaf-
fected by all the usual ti-
trants. The Teflon TFE plug
never needs lubrication, is a
pleasure to turn. Stopcock
assembly easily removed for
straight-through cleaning.
Clearly the precision burets
for industrial labs, schools,
and in the field. Sizes: 10,
25, 50, 100 ml. (Cat. No.
3650). Order from your Lab
Supply Dealer. For further
information write Dept.
4204A,Nalgene Labware Divi-
sion, Rochester, N.Y. 14602.

& NALGE

Nalgene® Labware... |

Circle No. 84 on Readers’ Service Card



