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AAAS llerbicide Assessment
Commission

At the AAAS annual meeting in
Washington, I received various requests
for information on the AAAS Herbi-
cide Assessment Commission (HAC).
AAAS/HAC—apparently the financially
most ambitious single project ever un-
dertaken by the AAAS, and one with
rather interesting public policy ramifi-
cations—was established by the AAAS
Board of Directors at the AAAS annual
meeting in Boston in 1969 (/). The
board appointed M. S. Meselson of
Harvard University as its chairman
and sole member (2); he in turn ap-
pointed me director of AAAS/HAC
(3). in which capacity I served through-
out 1970.

During 1970, AAAS/HAC gathered
information, prepared a background
paper, convened an international con-
ference, and visited South Vietnam.
The AAAS/HAC investigation in South
Vietnam was carried out by Meselson
and me, as well as by J. D. Constable
of Massachusetts General Hospital and
R. E. Cook of Yale University; S. L.
Popkin of Harvard University also as-
sisted for a time (4).

The preliminary findings of AAAS/
HAC were presented at the AAAS
Chicago meeting in 1970 (5). News ac-
counts of these findings appeared in
Science and elsewhere (6). Both the
AAAS/HAC background paper and
preliminary report have been published
(7), and several technical and popular
reports based on the AAAS/HAC trip
have been published independently (8).
A final AAAS/HAC report is being
prepared by Meselson and will be pub-
lished in 1973 or 1974.

The preliminary findings of AAAS/
HAC and the accompanying publicity
contributed to the termination of the
military use of herbicides in South Viet-
nam (9); herbicides, however, have not
been removed from the U.S. arsenal
(10).

Finally, the AAAS/HAC endeavors
should not be confused with the similar
ones of the NAS Committee on the
Effects of Herbicides in Vietnam (/7).

ARTHUR H. WESTING
Department of Biology, Windham
College, Putney, Vermont 05346
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Language and Prehistory

Reiner Protsch and Rainer Berger
(19 Jan., p. 235) summarize radiocar-
bon dates for domesticated animals
showing that southeastern Europe was
no less an early center of domestication
than the Near East was. Even though
the early dates in question reach back
considerably before the time of our
earliest linguistic reconstructions of the
Indo-European language (perhaps 3500
B.C.), the authors’ results are striking
to a student of comparative Indo-
European linguistics.

It has been well known for a century
or more that reliable reconstructions
can be arrived at for the nouns naming
most of the animals discussed by the
authors. Recent scholarship on the
structure and formation rules of recon-
structed Indo-European, however, en-
ables us to be more precise today re-
garding the chronology of certain as-
pects of the lexicon of that language.
The authors find particularly early
domestication dates for four animals;
we reconstruct their Indo-European
names as follows: *g"eH - (Greek boils,
English cow), *suH- (Latin siis, Eng-
lish sow), *H eui- (Latin ovis, English
ewe), *Kuon- (Greek kyon, English
hound). Each of these nouns has a
shape and declensional class that place
them among the earlier morphological
layers of the reconstructed language;
in other words, these nouns should al-
ready have been in the Indo-European
language for a considerable time.

No direct dates yet exist for goats
in Europe; goat bones are found
in the lowest levels of one Greek site,
but does this mean they do not occur
thereafter? It may be of interest that
we can recover no single Indo-Euro-
pean word for the goat. This does not
mean that the speakers did not know
goats, but that at an early date their
term for the goat diverged dialectally,
which conceivably reflects some im-
portant cultural change (/).
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