
from the almost trivial to important re- 
views of specific problems (for exam- 
ple, how does a wave break?). 

Although the book suffers from some 
of the inconsistencies of notation inevi- 
table with diverse authorship, the more 
substantial papers are very clear and 
usually self-contained. This worthwhile 
book could be used in an advanced in- 
terdisciplinary course in beach dy- 
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The thirty or so species of rattle- 
snakes include the most spectacular 
poisonous serpents of North America. 
The present encyclopedic compendium 
again makes available a useful sum- 
mary of information on these beautiful 
and terrible animals, the sound and 
venom of which have fascinated man 
since his arrival in the New World. 

This is the second edition of a work 
first published in 1956 and out of print 
for some time. Revision was started, but 
was never completed because Klauber's 
death intervened. Mainly it is the tax- 
onomic and paleontological sections 
that have been brought up to date, 
but a 24-page addendum to the bibliog- 
raphy includes other topics as well. 
Numerous new illustrations of various 
species have been added, but these are 
now printed on mat rather than glossy 
paper, losing something in the repro- 
duction. 

The approach to the subject repre- 
sents Klauber's intention to interest "the 
casual seeker for the facts of rattle- 
snake life." This is not surprising, as 
Klauber was an electrical engineer who 
spent 43 years with the San Diego Gas, 
Electric Light and Power Company, 
ultimately retiring as chairman of the 
board. He only became interested in 
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herpetology in 1920, at the age of 37. 
His contributions to this subject started 
modestly with short notes on species 
found in local areas and progressed 
with the development of new collecting 
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to say that, but he feels sure that man 
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1 always be the author has performed that rarest 
nture story. of feats: he has written a book that is 
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