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tors would be amazed at the results. that a situation that has been relatively terviewing a medical school applicant 
The influence of specific state politics difficult since the end of World War II -and I interviewed hundreds-who 
within the medical educational system has become progressively so in recent ever seemed anything but well moti- 
is too deep to be uprooted now. years. vated. Similarly, no one would deny 

RICHARD D. PEPPLER Goldhaber's call for ". . - a more that compassion and general intelligence 
Departments of Anatomy and Obstetrics equitable system of medical school ad- are very important qualifications for 
and Gynecology, Louisiana State missions . . ." is all to the good. He a would-be physician. I am afraid, how- 
University Medical Center, is, however, rather naive in asking mcdi- ever, that finding a way to determine 
New Orleans 70112 cal schools to ". . . weigh more heavily objectively whether an individual is 

applicants' motivation for applying to compassionate or not, particularly dur- 
Goldhaber did a very good job of medical school and their personal at- ing the relatively brief time that mcdi- 

summarizing the very real problems tributes, such as compassion and gen- cal schools have for evaluating candi- 
that face those applying to medical cral intelligence.It would be dates, poses an almost insuperable task. 
school today. The data speak for them- wonderful if we knew how to do these I don't suggest we shouldn't keep 
selves, and certainly explain the anxie- things, but to date I am rather unaware trying to do a better job in our evalua- 
ties and stresses which face those who of any satisfactory way of measuring tion. Goldhaber is right in saying we 
would pursue a course in medicine, motivation. I have discussed this prob- need a better system, but how to get 

Having spent a good many years in 1cm with knowledgeable colleagues in it is something else again. 
medical school administration, a num- the field of psychology, and have never ROBERT J. GLASER 
ber of those as chairman of the admis- found any of them who believed that Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation, 
sions committee at a so-called competi- motivation could be measured accurate- 2 Palo Alto Square, 
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