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Science serves its readers as a forum for the Slowly mankind is fashioning means to facilitate better management 
presentation and discussion of important issues 
related to the advancement of science, including of the earth. An important tool that has not received appropriate rec- 
the presentation of minority or conflicting points ognition is the Earth Resources Technology Satellite (ERTS). Its imag- 
of view, rather than by publishing only material 
on which a consensus has been reached. Accord- ing systems furnish information concerning agricultural and forest 
ingly, all articles published in Science-including resources, mineral and land resources, water resources, marine resources, 
editorials, news and comment, and book reviews 
-are signed and reflect the individual views of the and land use. This satellite, which has been in orbit for about 6 months, 
authors and not official points of view adopted by h 
the AAA5 or the institutions with which the authors as already provided tens of thousands of photo-images of all regions 
are affiliated. of the globe. 

EdlIorial hoard ERTS flies 920 kilometers above the earth in a circular orbit that is 
1973 nearly polar. It orbits the earth 14 times per day: each pass covers a 
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1974 each southward pass at 9:42 a.m. Eastern Standard Time. 
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SEYMOUR 5. KETY GORDON wOLMAN scanner subsystem that views an area 185 by 185 km in four wave- 
FRANK Pswss length bands. These are the green [500 to 600 nanometers (nm)], red 

Editorial Stall (600 to 700 nm), near infrared (700 to 800 nm), and a second infra- 
Editor red (800 to 1100 nm). Various objects and materials tend to behave 
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Publisher Business Manager quite differently in the various bands. For example, water is relatively 
WILLIAM BRyAN HANS NUSSBAUM transparent in the green, but appears black in the infrared. In contrast, 

Managing Editor: ROBERT v. ORs vegetation reflects extremely well in the infrared and is as bright in that 
Assistant Edttors: ELLEN E. MURPHY, JOHN E. wavelength region as snow is in the visible region. The brightness of 

RINGLE vegetation in the infrared depends on the type of vegetation (for ex- 
Assistant to the Editor: NANCY TEIMOURIAN ample, big leaves or small ones). It also depends on the health of the 
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LEY, ROSERT GILLETTE, NICHOLAS WADE, CONSTANCE plants-healthy crops appear much brighter than does diseased 
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Book Reviews: SYLVIA EBERHART, KATHERINE LIV- directly to earth when the satellite is over the United States. At other 
INGSTON, KATHRYN MOUTON times, the images are stored on magnetic tapes for readout when in 

Cover Editor: GRAYCE FINGER range of U.S. stations. Subsequently, the individual images can be 
Editorial Assistants: MARGARET ALLEN, ISABELLA combined to form artificial color composites. Investigators have become 
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Guide to Scientific Instruments: RICHARD SOMMER cant changes. There are disadvantages and benefits in imaging a large 
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Director P,'oducttou Manager the earth in one picture is that geologists have been able to identify 
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Adrertising Sales Manager: RICHARD L. CHARLES A large number of investigators are now studying the images. Their 
Sales: NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036: Herbert L. Burklund, studies were selected from among 600 research proposals. Of the 335 
II W. 42 St. (212-PE-6-1858); ScoTcH PLAINS, NJ. 
07076: C. Richard Cahlis, 12 Unami Lane (201-889- accepted, 70 were from scientists of foreign nations. Policy with respect 
4873); CHICAGO, ILL. 60611: John P. Cahill, Room to distribution of pictures is one of complete openness. Nationals of any 
2107, 919 N. Michigan Ave. (312-DE-7-4973); Bay- 
ERLY HILLS, CALIF. 90211: Winn Nance, 111 N. La country are free to purchase them at a nominal cost. Browse files have 
Clenega Blvd. (213-657-2772) been established at many offices around the United States, with a major 

distribution center at Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 
ED1TORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Magma- Many countries have displayed enthusiasm for the ERTS images. 
chtlselts Ave., NW, 1,Vashinglon. D.C. 20005. Phones: 
(Area code 202) Central Office: 467-4350; Book Re- Canada is operating its own receivers. Brazil, Mexico, and Venezuela 
vIews: 467-4367; Business Office: 467-4411; Circula- 
tion: 467-4417; Guide to Scientific Instruments: 467- are moving toward establishing their ground stations. The Brazilians are 
4480; News and Comment: 467-4430; Reprints and 
Permissions: 467-4483; Research News: 4674321, particularly enthusiastic about ERTS, for it is giving them a first look 
Reviewing: 467-4440. Cable: Advancesci, Washinan. at much of the Amazon valley. Their enthusiasm is likely to be con- 
Copies of "Instructions for Contributors" can be 
obtained from the editorial office. See also page xv, tagious, and other developing countries will find ERTS a valuable source 
Science, 29 September 1972. ADVERTISING COR- of many kinds of information.-PILw H. ABELSON 
RESPONDENCE: Room 1740, ii W. 42 St., New 
York. N.Y. 10036. Phone: 212-PE-6-1858. 
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