I talked to Churchill he unhesitantly told
me that he favored the use of the atomic
bomb if it might aid to end the war.

In deciding to use this bomb I wanted
to make sure that it would be used as a
weapon of war in the manner prescribed
by the laws of war. That meant that I
wanted it dropped on a military target. I
had told Stimson that the bomb should
be dropped as nearly as possible upon a
war production center of prime military
importance.

It should be remembered that the
atomic scientists who in the last months
of the war were perhaps best able to
grasp the tragic implications of the de-
cision to use the bomb were divided on
it too. Given the pressures of that time
and also Truman’s personality and ex-
perience—he was after all an ex-AEF
battery commander who had seen a
lot of blood shed in a final offensive in
France—his decision to use the bomb
was probably inevitable. Whether he
was right or wrong became an abstrac-
tion once the irretrievable moment at
Hiroshima was past. It was equally in-
evitable that the decision would cast
a shadow on his reputation.

As for the postwar record, the re-
visionists now say that Truman was the
architect of an imperialistic system
aimed at economic domination which
led the United States ultimately to the
ordeal of the Vietnam war. Truman’s
partisans claim that the use of Ameri-
can military and economic power made
it possible to survive a period of Soviet
expansionism and the turmoil of decol-
onization without a nuclear war and
to reach a point when changed power
relations have bettered the prospect for
stability in international relations.
Truman himself could probably ap-
preciate the irony of how his critics
changed with the times. When he was
in office, the country was bitterly di-
vided by the issues raised by Senator
Joseph McCarthy and Truman’s Ad-
ministration was under ceaseless politi-
cal attack for being “soft on Commu-
nism.” In retrospect, the revisionists
appear to be blaming him for being
too hard on Communism.

Truman’s death 20 years after he
left office came at a time when the
premises of diplomacy established dur-
ing his presidency seem to be altering
significantly. At the same time, rela-
tions between government and science
are also changing. As President, Tru-
man accepted the principle that world
leadership in science was a guarantee
of national security and helped to make
it part of the conventional wisdom of
the time. This principle opened the way
to a period of great achievement—
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particularly in basic research—and of
a considerable measure of affluence
and self-determination for the scientific
community.

In recent years the growth rate of
science has been curbed and emphasis
increased on applied science through
cuts and shifts in funds. It now appears
that - President Nixon’s forthcoming
budget will prescribe a major realign-
ment of scientific efforts, mainly
through more cutbacks, and there are
indications that this will be accom-
panied by a redesign of the decision-
making machinery for science. So it
seems that with less hyperbole than
usual it can be said that Truman’s
death, by coincidence, marks the end
of the era which he did so much to
shape.—JoHN WALSH

APPOINTMENTS

Clair E. Cox, II, professor of medicine,
Wake Forest University, to chairman,
urology department, College of Medi-
cine, University of Tennessee. . . . Luke
N. Zaccaro, professor of mathematics,
Worcester Polytechnic Institute, to
chairman, mathematics department,
Youngstown State University. .
Robert W. Mulligan, provost, Xavier
University, to president of the univer-
sity. Steven Muller, president,
Johns Hopkins University, also to pres-
ident, Johns Hopkins Hospital.
Clarence M. Tarzwell, director, Nation-
al Marine Water Quality Laboratory,
to science adviser, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency. . . . At Auburn Uni-
versity: Chester C. Carroll, chairman,
electrical engineering department, to
vice president for research and Taylor
D. Littleton, dean of undergraduate
studies, to vice president for academic
affairs. . . . Raleigh A. Suarez, dean,
School of Humanities, McNeese State
University, to vice president of aca-
demic affairs at the university.
Carleton B. Chapman, dean, Medical
School, and vice president of Dartmouth
College, to vice president, Common-
wealth Fund. . . . Lawrence Harvill,
provost, University of Redlands, to vice
president for academic affairs at the
university. . Valmore R. Goines,
dean of academic services, Eastern
Michigan University, to vice president
for academic affairs, Virginia State Col-
lege. . . . Donald W. Robinson, dean
of education, Youngstown State Uni-
versity, to dean of education, Oklahoma

State University. Frederick G.
Adams, presidential assistant for allied
health research, University of Connecti-
cut, to dean, School of Allied Health
Professions at the university. . . . Fred
Esser, professor of education, North-
west Missouri State University, to dean
of education at the university.
Theodore W. Rall, professor of phar-
macology, Case Western Reserve School
of Medicine, to director, pharmacol-
ogy department at the medical school.
.. . John F. Schafer, head, plant path-
ology department, Kansas State Uni-
versity, to chairman, plant pathology
department, Washington State Univer-
sity. . . . Hong S. Min, professor of
biology, Georgia Institute of Technol-
ogy, to head, zoology department,
Clemson University. . . . James S. Me-
ditch, associate professor, School of
Engineering, University of California,
Irvine, to chairman, systems engineer-
ing and operations research group at
the school. . . . J. L. Wilhm, professor
of zoology, Oklahoma State University,
Stillwater, to head, zoology department
at the university. . . . C. Philip Larson,
Jr., professor of anesthesia, University
of California, San Francisco, to chair-
man, anesthesia department, Stanford
University School of Medicine.
Theodore Axenrod, professor of chem-
istry, City College, City University of
New York, to chairman, chemistry de-
partment at the college. . . . Peter E.
Thompson, professor of zoology, Uni-
versity of Georgia, to head, zoology
department at the university. . . .
Robert C. Stephenson, director, Ohio
State Research Foundation, to director,
Center for Marine Resources, Texas
A&M University. . . . Lewis H. Kul-
ler, professor of epidemiology, Johns
Hopkins University, to chairman, epi-
demiology and microbiology depart-
ment, University of Pittsburgh.
James Crum, professor of chemistry,
California State College, San Bernar-
dino, to dean, School of Natural Sci-
ences at the college. . . . Charles B.
Fancher, dean of faculty, Tennessee
State' University, to vice president for
academic affairs at the university. . . .
Jack L. Titus, associate professor of
pathology, Mayo Graduate School, to
chairman, pathology department, Bay-
lor College of Medicine. . . . Thomas
Detre, professor of psychiatry, Yale
University, to chairman, psychiatry de-
partment, University of Pittsburgh. . . .
Frederick H. Carpenter, professor of
biochemistry, University of California,
Berkeley, to dean of biological sciences
at the university.
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