
legislation can be summarized as 
follows: 

1) A National Drug Testing and 
Evaluation Center is to be established 
which will be responsible for the test- 
ing of all drugs, both prescription and 
over-the-counter, that are now or will 
be marketed in the United States. The 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
must give approval prior to testing 
drugs on human beings, and the re- 
sults and conclusions of all tests will 
be made public. In order for a new 
drug to be approved, it must be demon- 
strated that the new drug is safer or 
more effective than a drug already on 
the market. As it has been the manu- 
facturer's responsibility in the past to 
bear the expense of a drug's testing, he 
will continue to bear the expense. 
However, there will be channels open 
for appeal if the manufacturer is dis- 
satisfied with the testing procedure. 

2) Provision is made for the pub- 
lication of a compendium which will 
list all drugs available in the United 
States by both generic and brand 
names. Such a compendium would in- 
clude, for each drug, the drug's pur- 
pose, side effects, dosages available, and 
cost, as well as other relevant informa- 
tion. As such a compendium could 
eliminate the need for inserts with full 

prescribing information now required, 
the cost of the compendium would be 
borne by the drug industry. Supple- 
ments will be issued from time to time 
to keep the compendium as up-to-date 
as possible, and it is also provided that 
all drug labeling and advertising must 
conform with the information found in 
the compendium. 

3) A committee is to be established 
which will compile a formulary of 
drugs necessary for good medical prac- 
tice, for purposes of direct procure- 
ment by the federal government and 
reimbursement for all government- 
financed programs, indicating the best 
drug available for each generic type, 
in order to assist the physician in his 

prescribing of medication. 
4) All drugs produced and pack- 

aged in the United States are to be 

inspected and approved so as to pro- 
tect the public health. Furthermore, 
every drug would be labeled in such 
a way as to identify its source and 
generic type, to facilitate the tracking 
down of defective drug batches. In ad- 
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batch certification of all drugs-when 
needed-which will include provisions 
prescribing standards and identity of 
strength, quality and purity, tests and 
methods to determine compliance with 
such standards, and other measures 
necessary for the public good. 

6) The distribution of sample drugs 
is to be prohibited without the written 
request of the physician. Furthermore, 
the sale of sample drugs, either directly 
or indirectly, is prohibited. 

7) Potentially dangerous drugs are 
to be labeled with the appropriate 
warning. Labeling of drugs will be re- 
quired so that all active ingredients will 
be clearly labeled. No drug salesman 
shall make any oral presentation re- 
garding any drug until he has placed 
before the physician or pharmacist an 
FDA-approved document about the 
drug. The secretary of HEW shall ap- 
prove all advertising in advance that 

appears in either the electronic media, 
or in any publication or advertising 
circular, for any drug. The secretary 
will approve only advertising which 
does not mislead or misrepresent the 

product, either in text or layout. 
The Omnibus Drug Bill has been 

referred to the Health Subcommittee 
of the Committee on Labor and Public 
Welfare. Interested parties should write 
to Senator Edward Kennedy (D-Mass.), 
chairman of the subcommittee, urging 
that hearings be scheduled. 

RICHARD I. FEINBLOOM 

Family Health Care Program, Harvard 
Medical School, Boston, Massachusetts 

New Maser at Haystack 

The Haystack Observatory, under the 

guidance of Sigfrid Yngvesson of the 
University of Massachusetts, is pres- 
ently completing the development of a 
maser preamplifier, tunable from 21.5 
to 23.7 Ghz, with instantaneous band- 
width better than 12 Mhz. The initial 
installation is expected to yield a system 
temperature on the order of 150? to 
200?K. As development proceeds, 
wider bandwidths and lower system 
temperatures are anticipated. 

Provided on-line tests of the system, 
scheduled for February 1973, proceed 
as expected, the new system should be 
available on the Haystack antenna be- 
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radar box (PR-Box). The detailed box 
schedule depends primarily on observ- 
ing requirements. 

The Haystack Observatory is oper- 
ated under agreement with the Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology by the 
Northeast Radio Observatory Corpora- 
tion, with primary support of its re- 
search from the National Science 
Foundation and NASA. Inquiries and 
requests for observing time with the 
new system should be addressed to the 
director at the address below. 

PAUL B. SEBRING 
Northeast Radio Observatory 
Corporation, Haystack Observatory, 
Westford, Massachusetts 01886 

Technological Advance 

Scientists distressed by delays be- 
tween submission of their manuscripts 
and publication may be' interested in 
two historical precedents. Sigmund 
Freud decided to order a supply of 
cocaine from the pharmaceutical firm 
of Merck on or about 21 April 1884. 
By 18 June he had received the cocaine, 
tried it out on himself and two patients, 
and completed his first report. It was 
published in the July 1884 issue of the 
Centralblatt fiir die gesammte Therapie 
(1). 

Wilhelm Conrad Roentgen caught 
his first glimpse of x-ray effects on 
8 November 1895. He delivered the 
manuscript announcing his discovery 
to the secretary of the Physical-Medi- 
cal Society of Wiirzburg on 28 Decem- 
ber 1895, just in time for the Decem- 
ber issue of the Proceedings of that 
society; he received reprints in time for 
mailing to other physicists on New 
Year's Day of 1896 (2). 

Freud and Roentgen, alas, lacked 
the benefits of today's computerized 
phototypsetters, high-speed presses, and 
other technological 'advances. They also 
had to make do without a hierarchy of 
review and editorial procedures to fa- 
cilitate publication of their manuscripts. 

EDWARD M. BRECHER 

Yelping Hill, 
West Cornwall, Connecticut 06796 
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