
Letters Letters Letters Letters Letters 

Federal Project Grants 

As federal project grants do a dis- 
service to society and to science, regard- 
less of which Greek is being fed, Szent- 
Gy6rgyi's argument (Letters, 2 June, p. 
966) that such grants favor the "Apol- 
lonian" over the "Dionysian" is irrele- 
vant. 

The project grant business, thought- 
lessly and amateurishly contrived by 
Congress, has severely damaged educa- 
tion and the institutions which we expect 
to support teaching, scholarship, and 
true research. 

If we must accept funds from the 
inept hand of the federal government, 
why not profit from our 110 years of 
experience with the Morrill Act (1)? 
Eliminate the counterproductive pro- 
posal game and the dependence on civil 
servants for scientific decisions and 
channel the funds through the institu- 
tion, which is far better able to ap- 
preciate the established investigators 
and to identify the promising young 
ones. Then, perhaps, faculties in this 
country can get back to scholarship, 
education, and true research. 

CHARLES M. BLAIR 
3625 Coronado Drive, 
Fullerton, California 92632 

Notes 

1. Officially, the Land Grant Act, passed by Con- 
gress in 1862. It provided for the foundiation 
and maintenance of colleges where a "leading 
objective" included the teaching of agricul- 
tural and mechanical arts. The Act appropri- 
ated land and provided annual cash grants to 
the institutions for these purposes. 

The Hue Massacre 

Signer and Galston (Letters, 13 Oct., 
p. 114) cast doubt on Le van Than's 
ascription of guilt to the Communists 
for the massacre in Hue during their 
occupancy of that city from 30 January 
to 25 February 1968. Douglas Pike was 
in the city at or a little before the 
time of the Communist take-over and 

8 DECEMBER 1972 

Federal Project Grants 

As federal project grants do a dis- 
service to society and to science, regard- 
less of which Greek is being fed, Szent- 
Gy6rgyi's argument (Letters, 2 June, p. 
966) that such grants favor the "Apol- 
lonian" over the "Dionysian" is irrele- 
vant. 

The project grant business, thought- 
lessly and amateurishly contrived by 
Congress, has severely damaged educa- 
tion and the institutions which we expect 
to support teaching, scholarship, and 
true research. 

If we must accept funds from the 
inept hand of the federal government, 
why not profit from our 110 years of 
experience with the Morrill Act (1)? 
Eliminate the counterproductive pro- 
posal game and the dependence on civil 
servants for scientific decisions and 
channel the funds through the institu- 
tion, which is far better able to ap- 
preciate the established investigators 
and to identify the promising young 
ones. Then, perhaps, faculties in this 
country can get back to scholarship, 
education, and true research. 

CHARLES M. BLAIR 
3625 Coronado Drive, 
Fullerton, California 92632 

Notes 

1. Officially, the Land Grant Act, passed by Con- 
gress in 1862. It provided for the foundiation 
and maintenance of colleges where a "leading 
objective" included the teaching of agricul- 
tural and mechanical arts. The Act appropri- 
ated land and provided annual cash grants to 
the institutions for these purposes. 

The Hue Massacre 

Signer and Galston (Letters, 13 Oct., 
p. 114) cast doubt on Le van Than's 
ascription of guilt to the Communists 
for the massacre in Hue during their 
occupancy of that city from 30 January 
to 25 February 1968. Douglas Pike was 
in the city at or a little before the 
time of the Communist take-over and 

8 DECEMBER 1972 

Federal Project Grants 

As federal project grants do a dis- 
service to society and to science, regard- 
less of which Greek is being fed, Szent- 
Gy6rgyi's argument (Letters, 2 June, p. 
966) that such grants favor the "Apol- 
lonian" over the "Dionysian" is irrele- 
vant. 

The project grant business, thought- 
lessly and amateurishly contrived by 
Congress, has severely damaged educa- 
tion and the institutions which we expect 
to support teaching, scholarship, and 
true research. 

If we must accept funds from the 
inept hand of the federal government, 
why not profit from our 110 years of 
experience with the Morrill Act (1)? 
Eliminate the counterproductive pro- 
posal game and the dependence on civil 
servants for scientific decisions and 
channel the funds through the institu- 
tion, which is far better able to ap- 
preciate the established investigators 
and to identify the promising young 
ones. Then, perhaps, faculties in this 
country can get back to scholarship, 
education, and true research. 

CHARLES M. BLAIR 
3625 Coronado Drive, 
Fullerton, California 92632 

Notes 

1. Officially, the Land Grant Act, passed by Con- 
gress in 1862. It provided for the foundiation 
and maintenance of colleges where a "leading 
objective" included the teaching of agricul- 
tural and mechanical arts. The Act appropri- 
ated land and provided annual cash grants to 
the institutions for these purposes. 

The Hue Massacre 

Signer and Galston (Letters, 13 Oct., 
p. 114) cast doubt on Le van Than's 
ascription of guilt to the Communists 
for the massacre in Hue during their 
occupancy of that city from 30 January 
to 25 February 1968. Douglas Pike was 
in the city at or a little before the 
time of the Communist take-over and 

8 DECEMBER 1972 

Federal Project Grants 

As federal project grants do a dis- 
service to society and to science, regard- 
less of which Greek is being fed, Szent- 
Gy6rgyi's argument (Letters, 2 June, p. 
966) that such grants favor the "Apol- 
lonian" over the "Dionysian" is irrele- 
vant. 

The project grant business, thought- 
lessly and amateurishly contrived by 
Congress, has severely damaged educa- 
tion and the institutions which we expect 
to support teaching, scholarship, and 
true research. 

If we must accept funds from the 
inept hand of the federal government, 
why not profit from our 110 years of 
experience with the Morrill Act (1)? 
Eliminate the counterproductive pro- 
posal game and the dependence on civil 
servants for scientific decisions and 
channel the funds through the institu- 
tion, which is far better able to ap- 
preciate the established investigators 
and to identify the promising young 
ones. Then, perhaps, faculties in this 
country can get back to scholarship, 
education, and true research. 

CHARLES M. BLAIR 
3625 Coronado Drive, 
Fullerton, California 92632 

Notes 

1. Officially, the Land Grant Act, passed by Con- 
gress in 1862. It provided for the foundiation 
and maintenance of colleges where a "leading 
objective" included the teaching of agricul- 
tural and mechanical arts. The Act appropri- 
ated land and provided annual cash grants to 
the institutions for these purposes. 

The Hue Massacre 

Signer and Galston (Letters, 13 Oct., 
p. 114) cast doubt on Le van Than's 
ascription of guilt to the Communists 
for the massacre in Hue during their 
occupancy of that city from 30 January 
to 25 February 1968. Douglas Pike was 
in the city at or a little before the 
time of the Communist take-over and 

8 DECEMBER 1972 

Federal Project Grants 

As federal project grants do a dis- 
service to society and to science, regard- 
less of which Greek is being fed, Szent- 
Gy6rgyi's argument (Letters, 2 June, p. 
966) that such grants favor the "Apol- 
lonian" over the "Dionysian" is irrele- 
vant. 

The project grant business, thought- 
lessly and amateurishly contrived by 
Congress, has severely damaged educa- 
tion and the institutions which we expect 
to support teaching, scholarship, and 
true research. 

If we must accept funds from the 
inept hand of the federal government, 
why not profit from our 110 years of 
experience with the Morrill Act (1)? 
Eliminate the counterproductive pro- 
posal game and the dependence on civil 
servants for scientific decisions and 
channel the funds through the institu- 
tion, which is far better able to ap- 
preciate the established investigators 
and to identify the promising young 
ones. Then, perhaps, faculties in this 
country can get back to scholarship, 
education, and true research. 

CHARLES M. BLAIR 
3625 Coronado Drive, 
Fullerton, California 92632 

Notes 

1. Officially, the Land Grant Act, passed by Con- 
gress in 1862. It provided for the foundiation 
and maintenance of colleges where a "leading 
objective" included the teaching of agricul- 
tural and mechanical arts. The Act appropri- 
ated land and provided annual cash grants to 
the institutions for these purposes. 

The Hue Massacre 

Signer and Galston (Letters, 13 Oct., 
p. 114) cast doubt on Le van Than's 
ascription of guilt to the Communists 
for the massacre in Hue during their 
occupancy of that city from 30 January 
to 25 February 1968. Douglas Pike was 
in the city at or a little before the 
time of the Communist take-over and 

8 DECEMBER 1972 

returned for a careful follow-up in 
November 1969. His findings, pub- 
lished in monograph form (1), estab- 
lish beyond the shadow of a doubt that 
roughly 5000 citizens were executed by 
the Communists as an essential part 
of their strategy of terror. This is ex- 
clusive of 2600 civilian casualties at- 
tributed to military action. I was in 
Hue myself when the identifiable re- 
mains of 428 persons, 75 percent of 
them civilians, were found in Da Mai 
Creek 10 miles south of Hue in a wild, 
unpopulated, virtually inaccessible area. 
It is ridiculous to suppose that those 
were the victims of U.S. ordnance. 
Helicopter hearses spent 2 days blast- 
ing a hole in the double canopy cover 
to clear an area in which they could 
land. 

ELLISTON FARRELL 

296 Saint Joseph Avenue, 
Long Beach, California 90803 

Reference 

1. D. Pike, The Viet-Cong Strategy of Terror 
(privately printed, Saigon, Vietnam, 1970). 

Marvin Gardens Revisited 

A lengthy paper has recently ap- 
peared in which the author reports that 
Marvin Gardens maps in Margate, New 
Jersey (1). The author correctly states 
that Marvin Gardens is unique among 
the Monopoly loci in that it maps ex- 
terior to Atlantic City. We wish to 
point out, however, that 7 years ago 
we published in Science (Letters, 9 July 
1965, p. 137) the definitive paper on 
this subject, in which we reviewed the 
Marvin Gardens problem (2), outlined 
the basis of our hypothesis that Marvin 
Gardens was located near the distal end 
of the Ventnor Avenue strand (which 
protrudes exterior to Atlantic City into 
Margate), and confirmed that in fact 
Marvin Gardens mapped at this Mar- 
gate locus. It is not our intent to imply 
that the author of the recent report 
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intended to usurp unfairly credit for 
this important finding. We merely wish 
to make clear where proper credit 
should be assigned for elucidation of 
the Marvin Gardens singularity, and to 
reaffirm the necessity of making a care- 
ful search of the literature before be- 
ginning experimental work, especially 
in areas where funding is limited (3). 

ALBEY M. REINER 

Department of Microbiology, 
University of Massachusetts, 
Amiherst 01a002 

EDMUND BECKER 

Searle Medidata Inc., 
Waltham, Massachusetts 02154 

References and Notes 

1. J. McPhee, "The search for Marvin Gardens," 
New Yorker 48, 45 (9 September 1972). 

2. With the exception of Marvin Gardens, each 
of the 20 Monopoly loci, comprising 2 doublet 
and 6 triplet codons in a circular linkage map, 
previously had been mapped in Atlantic City. 

3. Our work was supported from funds obtained 
by periodically passing GO. 

Ideal Setting 

I get rather tired of the "scientific" 
reports on who is more inferior- 
children of black fathers and white 
mothers or of black mothers and white 
fathers. Why doesn't some really scien- 
tific observer come down to the English- 
speaking West Indies and investigate the 
results of interracial marriages where 
there is no social stigma. I am sure the 
social sciences department of the Uni- 
versity of the West Indies would be 
glad to assist, the climate is wonderful, 
and the Yankee dollar goes a long way. 

You might be surprised at the results. 
Louis E. FAY 

Department of Physics, 
University of the West Indies, 
St. A ugustine, Trinidad, West Indies 

High Voltage Accelerators 

The report "High Voltage Engineer- 
ing: Accelerating away from science" 
by William D. Metz (News and Com- 
ment, 14 July, p. 151) contains two 
quotes that give a misleading impres- 
sion of my opinion of the High Volt- 
age Engineering Corporation (HVEC), 
in which the Chalk River Nuclear 
Laboratories has demonstrated its faith 
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The report "High Voltage Engineer- 
ing: Accelerating away from science" 
by William D. Metz (News and Com- 
ment, 14 July, p. 151) contains two 
quotes that give a misleading impres- 
sion of my opinion of the High Volt- 
age Engineering Corporation (HVEC), 
in which the Chalk River Nuclear 
Laboratories has demonstrated its faith 
on several important occasions. 

At the present time we are in the 
midst of installing an HVEC voltage- 
upgrading kit with operation guaran- 
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