
Pauling should have verified the facts 
before making either assertion. 

I, for one, question Pauling's sec- 
ond-mentioned paper (1), and not be- 

cause of improper statistical treatment 

of data. Rather, the issue is the ques- e n d tion of "Who has, and when does one 
have, a common cold?" As a practic- 
ing anesthesiologist I must often de- 

cide such an issue, in view of the pre- 1.,ostly high-rise 
sumed increased hazards of adminis- 
tering general anesthesia to a patient 
with a preexisting respiratory infection. 
In a substantial number of instances, housing 
such a decision cannot be made, by 
myself or by many other physicians. 
It is then difficult for me to see how 
this uncertainty can become a certain- 
ty once it has been processed statistical- 
ly. 

A. BOBA We're talking about our new solu- You also have the option of or- 
Southern Illinois Clinic and Medical tions to the traditional problems dering them pre-packed with the 
Center, Mount Vernon 62864 with disposable mouse cages. Our finest animal bedding we know of 

new clear disposable cages come ab-sorb-dri0. It's patented. (U. S. 
Reference fully nested, yet have stacking Patent No. 3,256,857.) Your re- 

1. L. Pauling, Proc. Nat. Acad. Sci. U.S.A. 68, posts to prevent jamming. Alto- search work will go easier - every 
2678 (1971). gether you save time, labor costs, day-because you don't have to 

storage space, and shipping costs. worry about the separate storage 
Even with bedding in them, 100 of the bedding material or the time 
cages of our new clear, disposable consuming labor of filling each 

Cancer Prevention mouse cages take up less than 4 cage with bedding. 
cubic feet, less than half the volume Another contribution to small ani- 

Nicholas Wade (News and Coin- of other disposable cages. mal care from Lab Products, a 
ment, 30 June, p. 1402) refers to the All of these features add up to a company of experienced people 
Conquest of Cancer Program as the savings of 50% or more over other with new ideas in lab animal care 
'cure cancer crusade" or "'the fight to types of disposable cages. Made equipment. We have them all in a 

cure cancer." We certainly want to of clear polystyrene, these cages catalog. For your copy, write or accept standard lids and covers. In call Lab Products, Inc., 635 Mid- cure cancer. A cured case is visible evi- addition, they have molded flanges land Avenue, Garfield, New Jersey 
dence of the efficacy of our research. for use in suspensiorr racks. 07026, (201) 478-2535. 
But probably more important than 
'curing the disease is preventing it, even 
though a prevented case is rarely vis- 
ible. It is doubly upsetting to see ref- 
erences to all our work as "cure can- 
cer" activities in the same piece in 
which Wade writes about' a new re- 
search center '(Fort Detrick) that will 
be devoted mostly to problems of 
viruses and chemicals that "cause 
cancer." 

Substantial progress has been made 
in preventing cancer. The antismoking 
campaigns have 'been much more ef- 
fective than many people seem to be 
aware of. So much so that if there is 
anything to the smoking-cancer link, 
we should soon see declines in lung 
cancer mortality in white males. From 
1965 to 1970, 42 percent more men I 
and 37 percent more women became 
"former smokers." (A 1970 survey 
showed that 37 percent of all male lab products 
smokers had quit; the corresponding 
figure for women was 27 percent.) Cig- 5UI a' o company 
arettes now contain much less tar and 
nicotine than they did 10 years ago. 

However, the incidence of lung can- @1972,, , corporation Circle No. 44 on Readers' Service Card 
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cer in women and in blacks is increas- of the uterine cervix in women (in part registries in Connecticut and California 
ing. Too many women smoke; too few due to introduction of the Papanicolaou for the second half of the 1960's com- 
are giving it up. At one time the ratio smear, even though the decline started pared to the first half. Whether the 
of male to female deaths from lung before the Pap smears were introduced; reduced incidence is due to a reduction 
cancer was nearly 7:1. It is now 4:1, we look upon better personal hygiene, of prenatal irradiation, as Fraumeni and 
and not because male deaths have de- and soap and water, as important fac- Miller suggested some years ago (1), or 
dined. The antismoking campaigns tors too); cancer of the stomach (in to a reduction in influenza infections in 
have not done as well as we would like both men and women); and acute lym- pregnant women, as a recent British 
among women, and among blacks. phocytic leukemia-the disease for study (2) suggests, is not 'clear. Both 
There is a need for a vigorous, well- which so much success in treatment reduced radiation exposures and re- 
directed, antismoking campaign that has been reported by the chemothera- duced influenza are consequences of 
would appeal to blacks, to women, and pists. There has been a decline of good public health measures. 
to young people. almost 50 percent in the reported mci- Not everything on the prevention 

Several cancers are already declin- dence in children under age 5. This de- front looks good, however. The mci- 
ing rapidly as causes of death: cancer dine has been reported by the cancer dence of cancer among blacks is rising 
_________________________________________________________________- alarmingly. Deaths from cancer of the 

esophagus are going up for blacks while 
they are going down for other segments What do you want of society. There are some clues 
that the increase is related 'to exposure 
to carcinogens combined with dietary 

i ii a C 02 I ii C ii Ii at o r 2 deficiencies. It is possible that a minor 
dietary modification, or additive, could 
be preventive. 

Increased sexual freedom leading to 
earlier intercourse and to more sexual 
partners may turn the trend of cervical 
cancer deaths upward again. If this 

 change does occur, we should see it 
t among white middle-class women, 

who now have the lowest rate of death 
:iii from cervical cancer. Cancer of the 

pancreas is increasing too, and we don't 
know why. 

With the cooperation of the National 
Institute for Occupational Safety and 
Health, the Environmental Protection 
Agency, the Department of Labor, and 
state departments of industrial health, 
many industrial carcinogens have been 

out of use. With hesitance on 
j "' .. taken part of the Department of 

Lab-LIne has it! t  Agriculture, the use of some carcino- 
genic food additives and pesticides is 

Do You Want A radiant hot-wall heated chamber? No 417 No 417 10 now being sharply proscribed, and per- 
No waler jacket. Lab-Line has it! haps more of them may soon be ehm- 

Do You Want A built-in automatic De-Gradientator mated. The Atomic Energy Commis- 
and De-Stratifier which completely eliminates gradi- ' sion has repeatedly lowered allowable 
ents and stratification of C02-Air mixture throughout levels of radiation exposure. Experi- 
the chamber? Lab-Line has it! ' mental work supported by the National 
Do You Want . . Controlled humidities from am- 
blent to 98% RH? Lab-Line has  , Cancer Institute has demonstrated that 

a less hazardous cigarette (for mice 
Do You Want. . Dual chambers and controls that at least) can be put together. All these 
permits each chamber to operate at separate tem. No 418 No 715 things will reduce the incidence of 
peratures, humidities and C02 tensions or identical 
operating conditions? Lab-Line has it! cancer. 
Do You Want - . An automatic Kwik-lnject mech- W MARVIN A. ScHNEIDERMAN 
anism which injects the exact amount of C02 into National Cancer JAMES A. PETERS 
the chamber when door is closed for speedy re- Institute, 
covery of C02 Atmosphere? Lab-Line has it! National Institutes of Health, 
Do You Want . . An exclusive "Window.dor", for LAB-LINE INSTRUMENTS, Inc. Bethesda, Maryland 20014 
full visibility of chamber without disturbing contents Designers and Manufacturers References 
or C02 Atmosphere? Lab-Line has it! ' Lab-Line Plaza 

Lab-Line combines these exclusive features and more Meirose Park, Illinois 60160 1. 5. Fraumeni, Sr., and R. Miller, Science 155. 
in a complete line of C02 Incubators, in all sizes to FIRST IN INSTRUMENTS 1126 (1967). 
fit your exact requirements. Please write for addi- SERVING SCIENCE. INDUSTRY, s.11 2. 5. Fedrick and E. D. Alberman, Brit. Med. 5. 
tional information and specifications. AND EDUCATION SINCE 1908 

698 SCIENCE, VOL. 178 Circle No. 62 on Readers' Service card 
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