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Science serves its readers as a forum for the During his recent state visit to the United States, the President of 
presentation and discussion of important issue 
related to the advancement of science, includin.' Mexico, Luis Echeverria, graciously met with a delegation from the 
the pcesentatiun of minority or conflicting points AAAS at Blair house in Washington, D.C. One purpose of the meeting 
of view, rather than hy publishing only material 
on which a consensus has been reached. Accord- was to brIef htm on progress for the inter-American meeting "Science and 
ingly, all articles published in Science-including 1an in the Americas," which is being planned jointly by the AAAS and 
editorials, news and comment, and book reviews 

are signed and reflect the individual views of the the Consejo Nacional de Ciencia y Teenologia of Mexico (CONACYT). 
authors and not official points of view adopted b The meeting is scheduled for 17 June to 7 July 1973 (Science, 5 No- 
the AAA5 or the institutions with which the authors 
are affiliated. vember 1971, page 549, and AAAS Bulletin, May-June 1972). Another 

Editorial Board purpose was to invite him to serve as honorary chairman of the meeting, 
1972 an invitation he was pleased to accept. 

ALFRED BRowN FRANK Pr ss What also emerged from the meeting was the portrait of a head of 
JAMES F. CROW FRAN' W. PUTNAM 
THoMAS KuHN WALTER . ROBERTS state remarkably aware of the role of science and technology in the life 
Ei,i.iorr w. MONUROLL of a nation. Echeverria is alert to the potential of science and technology 

1973 in helping solve his country's problems and is eager to engage scientists 
H. S. GUTOWSKY GARDNER LiNDSEY in his councils. It was he, in fact, who created the Consejo in order to 
ARThUR D. HASLER RAYMOND H. THoMPsoN 
RUDOLF KOMPENER EDWARD o. wiLsoN foster scientific and technological development in Mexico. His views are 
DANIEL 13. KOSHLAND, JR. well worth quoting here, as reflected in the following excerpts from a 

Editorial Staff recent interview. * 

Editor "I believe that the contribution of scientists, both pure and applied, 
PHILIP H. ABELSON and of technologists is absolutely essential to any country, whatever its 

Publisher Business Manager level of economic development . . . in Mexico no decision is 
WiLLiAM BEVAN HANS NUSSBAUM political 

Managing Editor: ROBERT v. ORMES taken without the direct or indirect involvement of scientists." 
Assistant Editors: ELLEN E. MURPHY, JOHN 13. Echeverria understands the differences between political decision- 

RINoLE 

Assistant to the Editor: NANCY TEiMOURIAN making and scientific advice. "Of course, there will always be a gap 
News and Comment: JOHN WALSH. DEBORAH SNAP- between what the scientists and technical men recommend and what the 

LEY, ROB tir GiLLEttE, NICHOLAS WADE, CONSTANCE government can do . . - there will always be constraints-for example, 
HoLoEN, BARBARA J. CULLiTON, SCHERRAINE MACK 

1?esearch News: ALLEN L. HAMMOND, WILLIAM budget restrictions and political exigencies-that determine the govern- 
D. METZ, THOMAS H. Msuou II, JEA.N L. MARX ment's choice between two or more alternatives. I am not suggesting that 

Book Reviews: St'rvis EBERHART. KATHERINE Liv- the political leader is good or bad, no more than I suggest that the 
iNOStt)N. KAHtIYN MOUlON scientist can't see beyond his own thesis and proposals; what I mean is 

Co,'er Etlitor: GRAYCE FINoEII that in running a nation many limitations, of time and of place, of 'fi- 
Editorial Assistants: MARGARET AL' EN, ISABELLA 

BOULDiN, BLAIR BURNS, ELEANORE BUTZ, ANNEl-rE nancial means, must be taken into account." 
DiAMANTE, MARY DOREMAN, JUDITH GIYELBER, MAR- Among the major problems now coming under scientific scrutiny in 
LENE GLASER, COREINE HARRIS, OLIVER HEATWOLE, 
CHRISTINE KARIIK, MARSHALL KATHAN, MARGARET Mexico are pollution of the environment, population and economic 
LLOYD, DANIEL RABOvSKY, JEAN ROCKWOOD, PATRICIA 
RowE, LEAH RYAN, JOHN SCHAUER, Lois SCHMI'I17, YA growth, and arid zones. "Forty percent of the country is semi-desert 
1.1 SWIOART, ALICE THEILE land," says Echeverria. "The problems of these dry regions in Mexico 

Guide to Scientific Instrumenls: RICHARD SOMMER as in the rest of the world, can only be dealt with on a scientific basis." 

Membe,'sltip l?ecruitme,tt: LEONARD wEAY; Subserip- Not surprisingly, all of these are major topics for consideration at the 
tions: B ,TTE SE 'MUND; Addressing: THOMAS BAZAN inter-American meeting next year. Other key areas to be explored then 

Advertising Stat! are nutrition, earthquake engineering, nonnuclear energy, the sea and 
Director Productioti Manager its resources, and science, development, and human values. 
EARL J. SCHERADo PATTY WELLS human values concern Echeverria too. "Frequently," he says, "[the 

Advertising Sales Manager: RICHARD L. CHARLES inhabitant of urban areas] feels isolated in the midst of a crowd. . . . He 
Sales: NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036: Herbert L. Burkiund, loses contact with the mountains, the trees, the sea. . . . I am not being 
11 W. 42 St. (212.PE-6-1858); ScoTcH PLAINS, NJ. 
07076: C. Richard Callis, 12 Unami Lane t20t-889- romantic: man, for biological and spiritual reasons, needs his contacts 
4873); Cuicsoo. ILL. 60611: John P. Cahill, Room 
2107, 919 N. Michigan Ave. (3i2DE-7-4973); BEY- with nature. These are problems associated with the industrial life in all 
ERLY HILLS, CALIF. 90211: Winn Nance, lii N. La countries, regardless of their political or economic nature." 
Cienega Blvd. (213-657-2772) President Echeverria feels that the opportunities and the problems 

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massa- connected with the wise use of science and technology are of transcend- 
chuselts Ave., NW, Washinglon, D.C. 20005. Phones: ing importance to his country. He is delighted to be host to a gathering 
(Area code 202) Central Office: 467-4350; Book Re- 
views: 467-4367; Business Office: 467-4411; Circula- that will bring together leading scientists from his country, from other 
tion: 467-4417; Guide to Scientific Instruments: 467 
4480; News and Comment: 467-4430; Reprints antI parts of Latin America, and from the United States to discuss many of 
Permissions: 467-4483; Research News: 467-4321, the most interesting of these great challenges-GLENN T. SEABORG, 
Reviewing: 467-4440. Cable: Advancesci, Washington. President, American Association for the Advancement of Science 
Copies of "Instructions for Contributors" can be 
obtained from the editorial office. See also page xv, 
Science, 30 June 1972. ADVERTISING COR- * L. Echeverria, interviewed by B. Friedman, lmpact Sd. Soc. 22 (No. 1-2), 43 (January- 
RESPONDENCE: Room 1740, 11 W. 42 St., New June 1972). 
York, N.Y. 10036. Phone: 212-PE-6-1858. 
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