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NALGENE’FORCEPS.
THE GRIPPER.
THE GRABBER.
THE PINCHER.
THE HOLDER.

You get a powerful grip on tiniest, tis-
sue-thin objects . . . a positive clamp on
vinyl or rubber tubing. Use with hot or
corrosive materials. May be autoclaved
or gas-sterilized for re-use, yet low
enough in cost to be disposable. This is
the unique multi-purpose, all-plastic Nal-
remarkably efficient

gene forceps . . .
and inexpensive.

Convenient ratchet on scissors-type
handle locks jaws securely. Sturdy, one-
piece, double-action ‘living hinges”’
have cantilever construction for extra
leverage. Serrated jaws equipped with
tight-fitting teeth, open to 3”. Only

4%” long.

A great little pickup. Carry a pair in
your pocket—weighs less than one
ounce. Forceps also available pre-steril-
ized, individually packaged in peel-back
pouch, ready for instant use in hospitals
and clinics by physicians, veterinarians,
nurses. Order from your labware dealer.
Cat. No. 6320-0010, 12 per pkg., 72 per
case. Cat. No. 6321-0010, Nalgene
sterile forceps in individual pouch, 12

pouches per pkg., 72 per case.

FREE SAMPLE! Sterilized forceps in in-
dividual peel-back pouch. Write Nal-
gene Labware Division, Dept. 4220A,

Rochester, N. Y. 14602,

NALGENE LABWARE DIVISION
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tional origin, or sex will remain out-
side well into the next century. The very
fact that NIH advisory positions are
predominantly held by white males puts
the lie to Gross’s statement that these
positions are not plums. Despite poor
direct compensation, they pay off in
terms of prestige and inside contacts in
the Washington establishment; if not,
they, like truly low-status, low-paying
jobs, would be overrun with women and
nonwhites.

Some of us who are interested in
equal opportunities for the socially dis-
advantaged are not concerned about
“repairing a building foundation with
mucilage.” We want to change the
foundation so that merit, finally, can
become the sole criterion which decides
a person’s position. To accomplish this
change we must overcome current dis-
criminatory practices. I look forward
to the day when affirmative action will
no longer be needed, when merit can
be judged objectively.

CLAIRE M. BERG
Biological Sciences Group, University
of Connecticut, Storrs 06268

Flood Damage

The Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, re-
gion was recently inundated by the
flood of June 1972. Wilkes College,
located in Wilkes-Barre, was especially
devastated, damage now conservatively
being estimated at $10 million. One of
the major losses was the library build-
ing and its complete undergraduate and
graduate holdings in biological sciences,
chemistry, mathematics, and physics.

We are making every effort to re-
build our library inventory. We appeal
to all of our colleagues at sister institu-
tions to contribute whatever they can
from their personal or departmental
libraries. Any, and all, donations will
be highly appreciated.

REep D. ACHESON
Department of Biological Sciences,
Wilkes College,
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 18703

One Part per Million

Dale W. Jenkins, director of the
ecology program in the Smithsonian’s
Office of Environmental Sciences, has
made an outstanding contribution to
environmental communication. Writing
on toxic metals (I), he is concerned

Scan gels
without
staining

SCANNER
The ISCO Gel Scanner gives you a
UV absorbance profile of an elec-
trophoresed gel without removing it
from the running tube for staining.
Gels are polymerized and electro-
phoresed in a UV-transparent quartz
tube, and transported at intervals
during and after migration through
an ISCO absorbance monitor for
scanning at 254 or 280 nm. Sensi-
tivity and resolution is comparable
to conventional instruments costing
five times as much. The absorbance
monitor can also be used for chro-
matographic columns and centri-
fuged density gradients.

ELEGTROPHERESIS
APPARATUS |

The linear align- .t

ment of gel tubes,
and a bottom |
tank which can be
easily lowered for 4
access to all the .
tubes, offer you convenience you've
never had before. Buffer tanks hold
completely submerged tubes to 10"
in length, and have electrical inter-
locks and cooling.

ISCO makes additional instruments
for electrophoresis, column chro-
matography, and other biochemical
laboratory techniques. Everything is
described in our catalog: a copy
is waiting for you.

INSTRUMENTATION
SPECIALTIES COMPANY

4700 SUPERIOR LINCOLN, NEBRASKA 68504
PHONE (402) 434-0231 TELEX 48-6453
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with numerous measurements expressed
in parts per million (ppm).

Surmising correctly that all the peo-
ple who know what the words mean
don’t quite visualize the magnitude of
a part per million, Jenkins makes it
unmistakably clear to all: “The world’s
driest martini: one ppm of vermouth
would be the equivalent of one ounce
of vermouth in 7,800 gallons of gin.”

WILLIAM W. PoRTER II
35401 Cheseboro Road,
Palmdale, California 93550

Reference

1. D. W. Jenkins, Smithsonian 3, 64 (1972).

Statement on
Termination of Pregnancy

The following statement was signed
by 271 professional biologists who at-
tended the annual symposium meeting
of the Society for Developmental Biol-
ogy. The symposium was held at
Wesleyan University, Middletown, Con-
necticut, from 7 to 10 June 1972,

As developmental biologists, one of
our major social concerns is to identify
and promote those conditions that favor
normal development of the human em-
bryo and fetus, and that culminate in the
physical health and well-being of the
child, mother and family. These condi-
tions include a legal framework within
which a woman, in consultation with her
physician, can elect to terminate an un-
desirable pregnancy.

We the undersigned, attending the 31st
Symposium Meeting of the Society for
Developmental Biology, commend the
stand taken by the Federal District Court
of Connecticut in the recent case of
“Women vs. Connecticut.” In that case,
Judge J. Edward Lumbard concluded
“. . . that the state’s interests are insuffi-
cient to take from the woman the decision
after conception whether she will bear
a child, and that she as the appropriate
decision maker, must be free to choose.”
We feel that this decision is a definitive
statement that deserves national attention.

The signatures are available upon re-
quest from the Society for Develop-
mental Biology. They include the offi-
cers of the society, as well as prominent
developmental biologists from colleges,
universities, and professional institu-
tions throughout the country.

WINIFRED W. DOANE
RoBERT L. DEHAAN
JAMEs A. WESTON, FoTtis KAFOTIs
JupiTH S. WEIS
Society for Developmental Biology,
Post Office Box 502,
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49005

11 AUGUST 1972

z
=
.
E
2
3

100 e EREEI

Time

Identification of the 19.2nsec decay component of quinine
sulfate. Spectrum was produced in less than one minute.
Light pulser rate: 40,000 per sec.

Fast and accurate
nanosecond fluorescence
lifetime spectra

using the single-photon
counting technique

A digital approach
Single-photon counting, a highly sensi-
tive technique which actually samples
individual quanta of light, is generally
acknowledged to be the best method of
measuring very low light levels. Now
Ortec has applied this technique to the
field of nanosecond fluorescence spec-
troscopy. The Ortec Model 9200 Nano-
second Fluorescence Spectrometer uses
a short duration optical light pulse to
excite the sample and measures the
decaying fluorescence intensity as a
function of time over several decades.
Our system offers sensitivity and accu-
racy increased by orders of magnitude
compared to existing analytical tech-
niques. This new system is already
producing outstanding results in studies
of chemical reaction rates, molecular
structure, and molecular conformation
changes.

Improved data reduction

A multichannel analyzer records each
detected fluorescence photon against a
time base for immediate CRT display or
Teletype printout of the spectrum. Data
is manipulated and stored in a digital,

5293

computer-compatible mode. A computer
interface can thus be incorporated to
facilitate reduction of complex data.

The 9200 system will measure both
single and multiple decay components.
Multiple components are clearly repre-
sented on the spectrum and easily read.
(The spectrum above shows the straight
line response of a sample having a single
lifetime.)

Sensitivity is better than 1 ppb quinine
sulfate in sulfuric acid. Linearity is typ-
ically better than 1%.

System components

The exact system configuration will de-
pend on the user's particular require-
ments, but the basic system consists
of a nanosecond light pulser, sample
chamber including photomultiplier, multi-
channel analyzer, and associated elec-
tronics. The entire system is designed
around NIM-standard modules for en-
hanced flexibility, reliability, and ease
of servicing.

Data sheet on request

If you'd like more information on the
Ortec Model 9200 Nanosecond Fluore-
scence Spectrometer, we'd be happy to
send you a data sheet that tells all about
it. Just write or call Ortec Incorporated,
110 Midland Road, Oak Ridge, Tenn.
37830. Phone: (615) 482-4411.

In Europe: Ortec Ltd.,, Dallow Road, Luton,
Bedfordshire. Phone: LUton 27557. Ortec GmbH,
8 Miinchen 13, Frankfurter Ring 81, West Ger-
many. Phone: (0811) 359-1001.

ORTEC
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