
"Information" to the UNISIST dele- 
gates meant scientific concepts and data 
associated with the publication of the 
results of research. "Information" for 
SIE is data about ongoing research 
projects. While generalizations are 
dangerous, the publication system, as 
John Ziman (1) has informed us, is the 
proving ground of science and scien- 
tists; project information, on the other 
hand, is of primary value to the man- 
agers of research, be they industrial 
corporations or federal agencies. 

Incidentally, the Office of Science 
and Technology no longer coordinates 
federal science information; responsi- 
bility for the Committee on Scientific 
and Technical Information (COSATI) 
of the Federal Council for Science 
and Technology was transferred to the 
National Science Foundation a year 
ago. 

Finally, "informatics" is not yet a 
generally accepted term in the United 
States. Not to be confused with the 
French "informatique" (computer sci- 
ence), "informatics" is a term used in 
the Soviet Union, where it is defined 
as "a discipline belonging to the social 
sciences, which studies the structure 
and general characteristics of scientific 
information, and also general laws 
governing all scientific communication 
processes" (2). 
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I regret my incorrect assumption that 
"federal agency requests for informa- 
tion on research by investigators," in 
which there was a 91 percent decline, 
described the totality of SIE's activities. 
The GAO report states, however, that 
in all of the several categories of ser- 
vices studied, there was a decline in use 
which "ranged from 20 to 91 per- 
cent."-N.W. 
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Federal Statistics 

Philip Abelson's editorial of 24 
March (p. 1315) correctly points up 
important limitations of federal statis- 
tics. More accurate, more prompt, and 
more relevant data are needed for eco- 
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nomic and social policy formulation, 
private decision-making, government 
program guidance, and internal govern- 
ment management. 

A vigorous effort to modernize the 
federal statistical system was initiated 
3 years ago. The general strategy was 
to increase the overall budget for sta- 
tistics and improve the organization of 
federal statistical activities. We have 
also set new statistical standards for the 
guidance of federal statistical agencies, 
and we have established rules for safe- 
guarding the credibility of federal sta- 
tistics. 

In each of the past 3 years, the Pres- 
ident's budget for principal statistical 
programs has been increased substan- 
tially. Funds requested for fiscal year 
1973 represent an increase of more 
than 18 percent over estimated obliga- 
tions for 1972, which, in turn, are 
about 16 percent above actual obliga- 
tions for 1971. Top priority is given to 
proposals (i) to extend and improve 
basic data for the System of National 
Accounts, (ii) to improve accuracy and 
timeliness of current economic indi- 
cators, (iii) to organize a set of social 
indicators, and (iv) to develop data for 
state and local areas. 

In 1971, the director of the Office 
of Management and Budget (OMB) 
issued guidelines for consolidating and 
streamlining statistical activities in four 
departments of government (Agricul- 
ture; Commerce; Health, Education, 
and Welfare; and Labor) that have 
major statistical components. The De- 
partment of Commerce has now com- 
pleted its reorganization of statistical 
activities, and the Department of Labor 
is about to take final steps in their re- 
organization. Substantial progress has 
also been made in the Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare and 
in the Department of Agriculture. 

Measures to safeguard the credibility 
of federal statistics include the develop- 
ment of guidelines by OMB to improve 
the timeliness of economic indicators. 
As a result there has been a substantial 
speedup in the release of the indicators 
as well as other federal statistical re- 
ports. Guidelines have also been issued 
for striking a balance between accuracy 
and timeliness. Advance target dates for 
the release of about 120 principal indi- 
cators have now been published for 
almost 2 years. Also, in order to sep- 
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press release and release of commentary 
by Administration officials. 

With respect to Abelson's suggestion 
that the government sponsor sample 
surveys of unemployment, the Current 
Population Survey, which is largely 
devoted to measuring employment and 
unemployment each month, is in fact 
a sample survey of more than 30 years 
standing. This survey covers, among 
others, scientists and engineers. On an 
annual average basis in 1971, an esti- 
mated 1,381,000 scientists and engi- 
neers were employed, while 41,000 or 
2.9 percent were unemployed. For en- 
gineers alone, where we have quarterly 
data, the unemployment rate in the 
fourth quarter of 1971 was 2.7 percent, 
down from the high of 3.2 percent in 
the first quarter, but still relatively high 
compared with earlier levels. More de- 
tailed information from a special Na- 
tional Science Foundation survey of 
scientists and engineers in the National 
Register showed an unemployment rate 
of 2.6 percent for scientists and of 3.0 
percent for engineers in the spring of 
1971. A second round of this survey 
will be undertaken this summer. 

OMB is charged with the responsibil- 
ity for coordinating and improving the 
government's statistical system. We wel- 
come statements of needs for data from 
prospective users and ideas for im- 
proved techniques and methodologies 
for collecting information and for pre- 
paring and disseminating estimates. 

JULIUS SHISKIN 

Office of Management and Budget, 
Washington D.C. 20503 

Equal Opportunity at NIH 

Gross's arguments (Letters, 19 May, 
p. 743) against affirmative recruitment 
of women to fill advisory jobs at the 
National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
would be persuasive if he were not 
starting from false premises. Although 
I know few of them personally, I would 
be surprised if senior staff members of 
NIH were any blinder to race, age, 
national origin, or sex than their con- 
temporaries who are senior professors 
and department heads in major uni- 
versities. Most of these gentlemen seem 
to be unaware of the insidious dis- 
crimination practiced against those who 
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temporaries who are senior professors 
and department heads in major uni- 
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I share Gross's uneasiness about rigid 
quotas, but feel that without affirmative 
action those scientists who are outside 
of the mainstream because of race, na- 
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tional origin, or sex will remain out- 
side well into the next century. The very 
fact that NIH advisory positions are 

Actual Size predominantly held by white males puts 
the lie to Gross's statement that these 
positions are not plums. Despite poor 
direct compensation, they pay off in 
terms of prestige and inside contacts in 
the Washington establishment; if not, 
they, like truly low-status, low-paying 
jobs, would be overrun with women and 
nonwhites. 

Some of us who are interested in 
equal opportunities for the socially dis- . *< ' * 

advantaged are not concerned about / - * 

"repairing a building foundation with 
mucilage." We want to change the 
foundation so that merit, finally, can 
become the sole criterion which decides 
a person's position. To accomplish this The ISCO Gel Scanner gives you a 
change we must overcome current dis- UV absorbance profile of an elec- 
criminatory practices. I look forward 4ro phoresed gel without removing it 
to the day when affirmative action will from the running tube for staining. 
no longer be needed, when merit can Gels are polymerized and electro- 
be judged objectively. phoresed in a UV-transparent quartz 

CLAIRE M. BERG tube, and transported at intervals 
Biological Sciences Group, University during and after migration through 
of Connecticut, Storrs 06268 an ISCO absorbance monitor for 

scanning at 254 or 230 nm. Sensi- 
tivity and resolution is comparable 
to conventional instruments costing 

NALGENE? FORCEPS. Flood Damage five times as much. The absorbance 
THE GRIPPER. monitor can also be used for chro- The Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, re- 
THE GRABBER. gion was recently inundated by the matographic columns and centri- 

flood of June 1972. Wilkes College, fuged density gradients. THE PINCHER. located in Wilkes-Barre, was especially THE HOLDER. 
You get a powerful grip on tiniest, tis- devastated, damage now conservatively ELECTROPHORESIS 

sue-thin objects.., a positive Clamp on being estimated at $10 million. One of APPARATUS 
vinyl or rubber tubing. use with hot or the major losses was the library build- . 
corrosive materials. May be autoclaved ing and its complete undergraduate and The linear align-  
or gas-sterilized for re-use, yet low 
enough in Cost to be disposable. This is graduate holdings in biological sciences, ment of gel tubes, 
the unique multi-purpose, all-plastic Nal- chemistry, mathematics, and physics. and a bottom 
gene forceps . . . remarkably efficient We are making every effort to re- tankwhich can be 
and inexpensive. 

convenient ratchet on scissors-type build our library inventory. We appeal easily lowered for.  * 

handle locks jaws securely. sturdy, one- to all of our colleagues at sister institu- access to all the 
piece, double-action "living hinges" tions to contribute whatever they can tubes, offer you convenience you've 
have cantilever construction for extra 
leverage. Serrated jaws equipped with from their personal or departmental never had before. Buffer tanks hold 
tight-fitting teeth, open to ?". Only libraries. Any, and all, donations will completely submerged tubes to 10" 
4?" long. 

A great little pickup. carry a pair in be highly appreciated. in length, and have electrical inter- 
your pocket-weighs less than one REED D. AcHESON locks and cooling. 
ounce. Forceps also available pre-steril- Department of Biological Sciences, 
ized, individually packaged in peel-back Wilkes College, 
pouch, ready for instant use in hospitals 
and clinics by physicians, veterinarians, Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 18703 ISCO makes additional instruments 
nurses. Order from your labware dealer. for electrophoresis, column chro- 
cat. No. 6320-0010, 12 per pkg., 72 per 
case. cat. No. 6321-0010, Nalgene rnatography, and other biochemical 
sterile forceps in individual pouch, 12 laboratory techniques. Everything is 
pouches per pkg., 72 per case. One Part per Million described in our catalog: a copy 
FREE SAMPLE! Sterilized forceps in in -is waiting for you. 
dividual peel-back pouch. write Na!- Dale W. Jenkins, director of the 1711 
gene Labware Division, Dept. 4220A, ecology program in the Smithsonian s 
Rochester, N.Y. 14602. LMi1 

NALGENE LABWARE DIVISION Office of Environmental Sciences, has INSTRUMENTATION 

NRLGE made an outstanding contribution to SPECIALTIES COMPANY 
SYBRON cORPORATiON environmental communication. Writing 4700 SUPERIOR LINCOLN, NEBRASKA 68504 

KnoIabwmw...tlwflMrnhauIent  on toxic metals (1), he is concerned PHONE (402) 434-023). TELEX 48-6453 
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foundation so that merit, finally, can 
become the sole criterion which decides 
a person's position. To accomplish this The ISCO Gel Scanner gives you a 
change we must overcome current dis- UV absorbance profile of an elec- 
criminatory practices. I look forward 4ro phoresed gel without removing it 
to the day when affirmative action will from the running tube for staining. 
no longer be needed, when merit can Gels are polymerized and electro- 
be judged objectively. phoresed in a UV-transparent quartz 

CLAIRE M. BERG tube, and transported at intervals 
Biological Sciences Group, University during and after migration through 
of Connecticut, Storrs 06268 an ISCO absorbance monitor for 

scanning at 254 or 230 nm. Sensi- 
tivity and resolution is comparable 
to conventional instruments costing 

NALGENE? FORCEPS. Flood Damage five times as much. The absorbance 
THE GRIPPER. monitor can also be used for chro- The Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, re- 
THE GRABBER. gion was recently inundated by the matographic columns and centri- 

flood of June 1972. Wilkes College, fuged density gradients. THE PINCHER. located in Wilkes-Barre, was especially THE HOLDER. 
You get a powerful grip on tiniest, tis- devastated, damage now conservatively ELECTROPHORESIS 

sue-thin objects.., a positive Clamp on being estimated at $10 million. One of APPARATUS 
vinyl or rubber tubing. use with hot or the major losses was the library build- . 
corrosive materials. May be autoclaved ing and its complete undergraduate and The linear align-  
or gas-sterilized for re-use, yet low 
enough in Cost to be disposable. This is graduate holdings in biological sciences, ment of gel tubes, 
the unique multi-purpose, all-plastic Nal- chemistry, mathematics, and physics. and a bottom 
gene forceps . . . remarkably efficient We are making every effort to re- tankwhich can be 
and inexpensive. 

convenient ratchet on scissors-type build our library inventory. We appeal easily lowered for.  * 

handle locks jaws securely. sturdy, one- to all of our colleagues at sister institu- access to all the 
piece, double-action "living hinges" tions to contribute whatever they can tubes, offer you convenience you've 
have cantilever construction for extra 
leverage. Serrated jaws equipped with from their personal or departmental never had before. Buffer tanks hold 
tight-fitting teeth, open to ?". Only libraries. Any, and all, donations will completely submerged tubes to 10" 
4?" long. 

A great little pickup. carry a pair in be highly appreciated. in length, and have electrical inter- 
your pocket-weighs less than one REED D. AcHESON locks and cooling. 
ounce. Forceps also available pre-steril- Department of Biological Sciences, 
ized, individually packaged in peel-back Wilkes College, 
pouch, ready for instant use in hospitals 
and clinics by physicians, veterinarians, Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 18703 ISCO makes additional instruments 
nurses. Order from your labware dealer. for electrophoresis, column chro- 
cat. No. 6320-0010, 12 per pkg., 72 per 
case. cat. No. 6321-0010, Nalgene rnatography, and other biochemical 
sterile forceps in individual pouch, 12 laboratory techniques. Everything is 
pouches per pkg., 72 per case. One Part per Million described in our catalog: a copy 
FREE SAMPLE! Sterilized forceps in in -is waiting for you. 
dividual peel-back pouch. write Na!- Dale W. Jenkins, director of the 1711 
gene Labware Division, Dept. 4220A, ecology program in the Smithsonian s 
Rochester, N.Y. 14602. LMi1 
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