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isthe new look
inunbreakable
Nalgene Burets

These burets do everything glass does
. except break. Now you
can have an individually cali-
brated transparent buret
that will not break in normal ,
use. Only a slight meniscus
makes readings easier, more
accurate. The crystal clear
acrylic body, tip, and leak-
proof stopcock are unaf- §
fected by all the usual ti- §
trants. The Teflon TFE plug
never needs lubrication, is a
pleasure to turn. Stopcock
assembly easily removed for ¥
straight-through cleaning.
Clearly the precision burets
for industrial labs, schools,
and in the field. Sizes: 10,
25, 50, 100 ml. (Cat. No.
3650). Order from your Lab
Supply Dealer. For further
information write Dept.
4119, Nalgene Labware Divi-
sion, Rochester, N.Y. 14602.

Nalgene® Labware...
the permanent replacements.
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1972, and 3 others will be studied
in the near future. So far, no evidence
has been detected of biological damage
due to radioactivity in the body. These
men, as well as other plutonium workers
at the Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory,
are being urged to join the U.S. Trans-
uranium Registry.

Louis H. HEMPELMANN
School of Medicine and Dentistry,
University of Rochester,
Rochester, New York 14620

WRIGHT H. LANGHAM*

Biomedical Research Group,
Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory,
Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544

* Deceased

Ecological Assessment

Twin bills are pending in committees
in both houses of Congress that would
appropriate up to $10 million to the
National Academy of Sciences for a
study “to assess the extent of the dam-
age done to the environment of South
Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia as the
result of the operations of the Armed
Forces of the United States in such
countries, and to consider plans for
effectively rectifying such damage.”
These bills will not pass without the
active support of the scientific com-
munity.

Following is the text of a supporting
letter to Senator J. W. Fulbright (D-
Ark.), chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, signed by 78
members of the Department of Zool-
ogy of the University of California at
Berkeley:

We, the undersigned, members of the
Department of Zoology, University of
California at Berkeley, wish to voice our
strong support of S. 3084, The Vietnam
War Ecological Assessment Act of 1972,
and we urge you to lend your own sup-
port to its passage. We are professional
biologists, representing a wide range of
political opinion, acting collectively in re-
sponse to our individual concern as United
States citizens.

Many of us are teachers or researchers
in ecology, who have devoted our pro-
fessional lives to furthering basic knowl-
edge of the structure and function of
ecosystems. One overwhelming result has
emerged from our work and from that of
others: ecosystems are enormously com-
plex. This complexity makes it almost
impossible to predict the subtle, indirect,
and delayed consequences of even the
most simple and seemingly minor changes
made by human beings. The widespread
disturbances of local ecosystems by our
armed forces in Southeast Asia are
neither simple nor minor, and the force

of their indirect and delayed effects may
far outweigh their immediate and ob-
vious consequences.

For this reason we feel that it is im-
perative that appropriate broad-scale, in-
depth studies be initiated as soon as pos-
sible to determine both the short and long
term ecological and human consequences
of defoliation, deforestation, bombing, and
chemical residues in the battlegrounds of
Southeast Asia. Unlike the expense of re-
constructing a building or a highway, the
cost of ecological reconstruction rises
sharply with every month’s delay. A mil-
lion dollars now may save hundreds of
millions five years hence.

For all these reasons, and for the sake
of future generations in Vietnam, Laos,
and Cambodia, we implore you to support
the Vietnam War Ecological Assessment
Act. .

We urge other concerned individuals
and groups to support this legislation.
Letters regarding the House bill (H.R.
13010) should be addressed to Repre-
sentative Thomas E. Morgan (D-Pa.),
chairman of the House Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

MATTHEW H. GREENSTONE
ROBERT K. COLWELL
FrRANK A. PITELKA
Department of Zoology,
University of California,
Berkeley 94720

Suffering Legions?

When exposed almost continuously
to colonies of white rats and mice,
I noted the gradual onset of some per-
sonally very upsetting symptoms: puff-
ing of the eyelids; watering of the eyes;
nasal congestion; sneezing; and extreme
respiratory discomfort, including wheez-
ing and bronchial coughing. Contin-
ued research with rodents became dif-
ficult.

As a probable result of my experi-
ence with rodents, I am now allergic to
most furry creatures, as well as to pol-
lens and molds. Such an allergy limits
my ability to work at pharmaceutical
research, where the white rat is the
animal of choice.

At first I thought my experience was
unique and I had best suffer in silence,
but I have recently met other biologists
who suffer the same symptoms. Have 1
had the bad (or, hopefully, the good)
fortune of meeting most of the world’s
supply of fellow sufferers, or might
there be silently suffering legions?

DaviD A. GOODMAN
Newport Neuroscience Center,
Postal Service Box 4045,
Irvine, California 92664
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