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pointed out that "All studies of PCB's 
in animals indicate that acute toxicity 
is not a significant factor . . . ," and, 

W hy 'have a relatively low acute toxicity. 
further, "Compared to DDT.. . PCB's 

settle fcr affect higher organisms" is dubio'us 'be- 
." That PCB's "could profoundly 

cause, as the authors failed to mention, 

less? PCB distribution is much more tightly regulated than it was a few years ago, 
and the levels prevalent in the environ- 

The most sophi ticated ment are likely to cause little, if any, 
UV monitor on the harm to plants or to animals. State- 
market costs only $1395. ments to the contrary sound like the 
It's the Chromatronix fantasies that robins are "on the verge 
220 Absorbance Detector. of extinction" (2), and that the supply 

Our Model 220 gives you of planetary oxygen could diminish as 
superior resolution-shown a result of DDT usage. 
at right compared to a CYRUS ADLER 
popular model of a leading Science for the Citizen Program, 
competitor when both were New School for Social Research, 
operated at a full-scale range New York 10011 
of 0.16 absorbance units. 

It gives you easily References 

quantifiable curves, 1. C. G. Gustafson, Environ. Sci. Technol. 4, 
since output is linear -..-Jl' 2. 15 (1970). Silent Spring (Houghton Muffin, 
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a sensitivity of .0002 A per centimeter. indeed the expected result of differen- 
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per centimeter (1.0 A + .05 cm). for its occurrence is lacking. Our lab- 

It gives you the accuracy of true double-beam optics, in which oratory studies (1) provide suggestive 
the output is the difference between beam absorbance in the evidence that it may occur with PCB's 
sample cell and in the reference cell. and DDT, among the most widespread 

It gives you two switch-selectable wave- of all pollutants. We cannot assess fully 
lengths, 280 nm and 254 nm-so you can the ecological significance of our find- 
cope with compounds insensitive to one '4 4 ings because we do not know to what 
or the other. extent such alteration is occurring in 

And if you opt for our two-channel  "'< nature, but we doubt that our conclu- 
version (Model 230, $1795), it gives you sions can be considered "fantasies." We 
simultaneous read-outs of absorbance at would point out that we have never 
280 nm and 254 nm. subscribed to the theory that DDT (or 

This is a monitor you should know ' ' PCB) usage could diminish the earth's 
more about. Ask for a demonstration... oxygen supply (2). Hopefully, our re- 
or send for 4-page product bulletin ports will lead to the required studies 
right now. on natural algal populations. 

Acute toxicity tests with animals have 
Chromatronix, Inc 2743 Ninth Strctt no bearing on the potential hazard of 
Berkeley, CA 94710 Phone (41) 841 7921 phytoplankton species alterations by 

= PCB's or DDT. Changing the food source at the base of a food web would 
CHROMATRONIX be expected to affect animals higher in 
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