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of these proven cases were alive 5 years had a previous smear. The rate drops worthy but underproductive activity? 
after diagnosis was established. This to one case in 15,000 for those women Perhaps before laws are passed or 
represents one life saved in every 614 who have had a smear during the good causes are given legal status, a 
carefully observed individuals; 12,500 preceding 2 years. Even at the higher careful evaluation of the actual return 
x-rays were required to save t'his one frequency rate 'of 1 in 5000 women, a from prodigious amounts 'of human ef- 
life. Should we refer to such a met'hod gynecologist would have to perform a fort involved would be highly desirable. 
of study as "obsolete" or as inadequate? pelvic examination and a pelvic smear Nelson's observations on the mobile TB 

The distinction is small. every 10 minutes, 8 hours a day, 5 'days x-ray unit are timely, but the same 
In one large university medical cen- a week, for 6 months, in 'order to pre- penetrating dissection of some of our 

ter, it has been estimated that 5000 cer- vent one case of cervical cancer. 'Such a other current medical practices is over- 
vical smears must be performed in order cervical smear examination is required due. 
to detect one subject who is going to by law for hospital in-patients in the JOHN T. FLYNN 

develop cervical cancer; t'his figure ap- State of New York; would one dare to Beekman Downtown Hospital, 
plies only to women who have never use the term "'obsolete" for this very 170 William Street, 

New- York 10038 
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I n a C 02 1 N C U Ii at 0 r * radiation of much greater significance 
than the levels of exposure associated 
with nuclear power. 

About 2 years ago, while a resident 
of Montgomery County, Maryland, I 

'.j wrote a letter to the director of the 
Bureau of Radiological Health (BRH) 

the Department of Health, Educa- 
tion, and Welfare (HEW), concerning 
this same problem. I questioned whether 
the mobile chest x-ray service then in 

I I effect in Montgomery County was in 
accord with the policy on chest x-ray 

44 'K' screening programs recommended by the 
422 ' Surgeon General more than 12 years 

No. ' " ago. I suggested that this "service, was 
contrary to the health principle that un- 
necessary radiation exposure should be 
avoided. The county had reported that 
the mobile units were taking about 

* I 17,000 routine x-rays on 70-millimeter 

has it! -' film annually in Montgomery County, which has a population with a low TB 

Do You Want A radiant hot-wall heated chamber? No. 417 No. 417-10 risk. In my letter I pointed out that, if 
No waler jacket. Lab-Line has it! e " mobile x-ray service were available to 
Do You Want A built-in automatic De.Gradientator 
and De-Stratifier which completely eliminates gradi- I 4 a similar extent throughout the country, 
ents and stratification of C02-Air mixture throughout 4 the American public would be exposed 
the chamber? Lab-Line has it! 4 4 4 4 to hundreds of thousands of unneces- 
Do You Want . . Controlled humidities from am- I j '"7J sary chest photofluorographs each year. 
bient to 98% RH? Lab-Line has it! - I suggested that the BRH take the 

Do You Want.. Dual chambers and controls that - initiative to update or reinforce the 
permits each chamber to operate at separate teni- No. 418 No. 715 rgeon General's earlier position state- 
peratures, humidities and C02 tensions or identical ment on the judicious use of chest x-ray 
operating conditions? Lab-Line has it! screening programs. To my knowledge, 
Do You Want . . An automatic Kwik-lnlect mech- EU W HEW still has not taken any definitive 
anism which injects the exact amount of C02 into *fl fl action on this problem. I hope that 
the chamber when door is closed for speedy re -Nelson's report will stimulate HEW to 
covery of C02 Atmosphere? Lab-Line has it. exercise appropriate leadership to help 

Do You Want . . An exclusive "Window-dor", for LAB-LINE INSTRUMENTS, Inc. eliminate a major source of unnecessary 
full visibility of chamber without disturbing contents Designers and Manufacturers radiation exposure. 
or C02 Atmosphere? Lab-Line has it! Lab-Line Plaza 

Lab-Line combines these exclusive features and more Melrose Park, Illinois 60160 ARTHUR H. WOLFF 
in a complete line of C02 Incubators, in all sizes to FIRST IN INSTRUMENTS 
fit your exact requirements. Please write for addi- SERVING SCIENCE, INDUSTRY, University of Illinois at the 
tional information and specifications. AND EDUCATION SINCE 1908 S-6 Medical Center, Chicago 60680 

1186 Circle No. 60 on Reodera' Service Card SCIENCE, VOL. 176 

of these proven cases were alive 5 years had a previous smear. The rate drops worthy but underproductive activity? 
after diagnosis was established. This to one case in 15,000 for those women Perhaps before laws are passed or 
represents one life saved in every 614 who have had a smear during the good causes are given legal status, a 
carefully observed individuals; 12,500 preceding 2 years. Even at the higher careful evaluation of the actual return 
x-rays were required to save t'his one frequency rate 'of 1 in 5000 women, a from prodigious amounts 'of human ef- 
life. Should we refer to such a met'hod gynecologist would have to perform a fort involved would be highly desirable. 
of study as "obsolete" or as inadequate? pelvic examination and a pelvic smear Nelson's observations on the mobile TB 

The distinction is small. every 10 minutes, 8 hours a day, 5 'days x-ray unit are timely, but the same 
In one large university medical cen- a week, for 6 months, in 'order to pre- penetrating dissection of some of our 

ter, it has been estimated that 5000 cer- vent one case of cervical cancer. 'Such a other current medical practices is over- 
vical smears must be performed in order cervical smear examination is required due. 
to detect one subject who is going to by law for hospital in-patients in the JOHN T. FLYNN 

develop cervical cancer; t'his figure ap- State of New York; would one dare to Beekman Downtown Hospital, 
plies only to women who have never use the term "'obsolete" for this very 170 William Street, 

New- York 10038 

Reference 

I. w. weiss et al., J. Amer. Med. Ass. 216, 2119 

What do you want (1971). 

Bryce Nelson's report deals with a 
source of the population's exposure to 

I n a C 02 1 N C U Ii at 0 r * radiation of much greater significance 
than the levels of exposure associated 
with nuclear power. 

About 2 years ago, while a resident 
of Montgomery County, Maryland, I 

'.j wrote a letter to the director of the 
Bureau of Radiological Health (BRH) 

the Department of Health, Educa- 
tion, and Welfare (HEW), concerning 
this same problem. I questioned whether 
the mobile chest x-ray service then in 

I I effect in Montgomery County was in 
accord with the policy on chest x-ray 

44 'K' screening programs recommended by the 
422 ' Surgeon General more than 12 years 

No. ' " ago. I suggested that this "service, was 
contrary to the health principle that un- 
necessary radiation exposure should be 
avoided. The county had reported that 
the mobile units were taking about 

* I 17,000 routine x-rays on 70-millimeter 

has it! -' film annually in Montgomery County, which has a population with a low TB 

Do You Want A radiant hot-wall heated chamber? No. 417 No. 417-10 risk. In my letter I pointed out that, if 
No waler jacket. Lab-Line has it! e " mobile x-ray service were available to 
Do You Want A built-in automatic De.Gradientator 
and De-Stratifier which completely eliminates gradi- I 4 a similar extent throughout the country, 
ents and stratification of C02-Air mixture throughout 4 the American public would be exposed 
the chamber? Lab-Line has it! 4 4 4 4 to hundreds of thousands of unneces- 
Do You Want . . Controlled humidities from am- I j '"7J sary chest photofluorographs each year. 
bient to 98% RH? Lab-Line has it! - I suggested that the BRH take the 

Do You Want.. Dual chambers and controls that - initiative to update or reinforce the 
permits each chamber to operate at separate teni- No. 418 No. 715 rgeon General's earlier position state- 
peratures, humidities and C02 tensions or identical ment on the judicious use of chest x-ray 
operating conditions? Lab-Line has it! screening programs. To my knowledge, 
Do You Want . . An automatic Kwik-lnlect mech- EU W HEW still has not taken any definitive 
anism which injects the exact amount of C02 into *fl fl action on this problem. I hope that 
the chamber when door is closed for speedy re -Nelson's report will stimulate HEW to 
covery of C02 Atmosphere? Lab-Line has it. exercise appropriate leadership to help 

Do You Want . . An exclusive "Window-dor", for LAB-LINE INSTRUMENTS, Inc. eliminate a major source of unnecessary 
full visibility of chamber without disturbing contents Designers and Manufacturers radiation exposure. 
or C02 Atmosphere? Lab-Line has it! Lab-Line Plaza 

Lab-Line combines these exclusive features and more Melrose Park, Illinois 60160 ARTHUR H. WOLFF 
in a complete line of C02 Incubators, in all sizes to FIRST IN INSTRUMENTS 
fit your exact requirements. Please write for addi- SERVING SCIENCE, INDUSTRY, University of Illinois at the 
tional information and specifications. AND EDUCATION SINCE 1908 S-6 Medical Center, Chicago 60680 

1186 Circle No. 60 on Reodera' Service Card SCIENCE, VOL. 176 


