
a Urban motorists as such make only a a fair and unbiased choice between the minor contribution, if any, to such costs two modes, it would be necessary not 
as urban street maintenance and repairs, only to let the transit rider ride free mouse-walenng 
street cleaning, snow removal, traffic sig- but also to pay him a bonus. offer 
nals, or traffic police; most of these are The only sound solution in the long 
generally met out of general city reve- run is to levy adequate specific charges 
nues. Urban motorists use valuable land on motorists who use high-cost facilities 
for which they pay nothing equivalent to that are threatened with congestion. 
the rent or the property taxes that other Techniques exist for doing this as flexibly 
occupiers of scarce land pay. The capital and automatically as we are charged for 
invested in the streets and highways they long-listance self-dialed telephone calls; 
use bears no tax comparable to the prop- the problem is to persuade the general 
erty or corporation income taxes that im- public of the rationality, equity, and effi- 

 pinge on users of other forms of capital. ciency of such charges. Transit subsidy 
Indeed, when highways are financed by by itself cannot do the job; indeed if ade- 

., ;i,. $$ti borrowing, the interest cost is subsidized quate congestion charges are levied for 
2 through its exemption from the federal highway use, much, though not all, of 

income tax. Insurance premiums and the justification for transit subsidy would 
other payments by motorists fall far disappear. But to bring this about it is es- 

2 short of providing full compensation to sential that there be a realization of the 
victims of accidents. Out of over $10 bil- magnitude of the subsidy to urban rush- 
lion a year of such damages (an amount hour automobile commuters. 
roughly equal to the total amount spent WILLIAM VICKREY 
on highway construction and mainte- Department of Economics, 
nance) over $1 billion is borne in ways Columbia Univ'ersity 
unrelated to automobile use, through New York 10027 
Blue Cross premiums, employers' sick 
pay provisions, income-tax abate- 
ments, and inadequate compensation to 
injured pedestrians and other non- An "Abundance of Fish" 
motorist parties. It is perhaps stretch- 
ing it a bit to bring in air pollution, but Schubel and Pritchard (3 Sept., p. 
it has been estimated that the cost of 943) imply that the "abundance of fish" 
pollution in New York City that is at- reported in the upper Potomac (Patawa- 
tributable to automobiles amounts to mek) estuary by Captain John Smith 
$400 per year per car. (1) in 1608 was in fact a massive kill 

The big subsidy, however, is to the resulting from unknown (but clearly 
rush-hour commuter from the other con- nonindustrial) causes. Is this their own 
tributors to highway funds. An extra lane judgment, or has it become established 
or extra facility added primarily to take in the biological and ecological litera- 
care of the rush-hour traffic and needed ture? It is difficut to believe that Smith 

We'd like to send you a free sample of for only, say 18 hours a week will, for and his companions could not differen- 
our new unique, 500cc plastic watering 
bottle. You'll find it virtually unbreakable. every $1 million per lane mile of cost, at tiate 'between dead and living fish 
It's clear, rigid, has a wide 1w/a" opening 9 percent for interest, amortization, and "swimming in the water." 
for easy cleaning. And it's auto-clavable. maintenance, cost at least 6 cents per car Of course, it could have been a pro- 

Made of lightweight polycarbonate, mile, if 1800 cars travel on one lane per motional statement, put in Smith's book 
our new watering bottle will eliminate hour for 18 hours a week. A 10-mile to attract settlers and investors. John 
breakage. Designed for use in the lab, rush-hour trip over facilities that often Cabot, in 1497, had reported thnt he 
our bottle has no crevices or ridges to cost $3 million per lane mile and up can could catch fish on the Grand Banks 
harbor bacteria or to invite gnawing by thus cost $2 or more, compared with the by letting down weighted baskets over 
animals. Size is 7" x 2/o" x 2?". A full 
line of stoppers and stainless steel 10 cents or thereabouts that would ordi- the ship's side (2). 
sipper tubes is available. narily be collected in highway-user What seems more probable is that 

It's from Lab Products, a new company charges (if no specific tolls are paid). It Smith witnessed a spawning run of ale- 
of people experienced in lab animal care. is no answer to say that the rush-hour wives (since he speaks of "small fish"), 
You can get your free bottle sample and transit rider is similarly subsidized by the or possibly shad or suckers. It is im- 
quantity prices by making a letterhead off-peak transit rider; each rush-hour possible to tell where he encountered 
request to Lab Products, Inc.,  transit rider can usually find only one this school of fish, and in fact he re- 
Midland Avenue, Garfield, N.J. 07026. off-peak rider onto whom to shift his ports finding them in "divers places" 
Phone: (201) 478-2535 . costs, while the rush-hour motorist can and says they saw small cod as far up 

find four or more off-peak motorists in the bay as "Riccard cliffs." On his map, 
products the same area and can also levy tribute these cliffs were some distance north of I au on the rural highway user. To provide the Patuxent. (The cod may have been 

the transit rider a subsidy per trip com- what they "found dead upon the inc _______ parable to that enjoyed by the peak-hour shore".) 
a'F 1icompany motorist and thus enable him to make Mid-June may be too late for anadro- 
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