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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR 
ThE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE 

Science servesd its readers as a forum for the Open Admissions: The Real Issue 
presentation discussion of important issues 
related to the advancement of science, Including 
the presentation of minority or conflicting points 
of view, rather than by publishing only material When the City University of New York announced late in 1969 that 
on which a consensus has been reached. Accord- 
ingly, all articles published in Science-including it would admit all 1970 graduates from city high schools, an intensive 
editorials, news and comment, and book reviews controversy about "open admissions" was set off. What was largely over- 
-are signed and reflect the individual views of the 
authors and not official points of view adopted by looked by those on both sides of the debate was that several of the 
the AAAS or the institutions with which the authors largest state systems of higher education have been operating under 
are affiliated. 

Editorial  such a policy for many years. As other states and municipalities expand 
1971 their higher educational facilities, open admissions as such will probably 

riloMAs EISNER NEAL MILLER become a dead issue. 
AMITA: ETZIoNI BRUCE MURRAY Indeed, the real issue all along has been not who gets in, but who 
EMIL HAURY JOHN R. PlaicE . . . . . . . 

DANIEL KOSHLAND, JR. MAXINE SiNGER gets in where. This question is particularly sensitive in those cities or 

1972 states that have a hierarchical arrangement of institutions, whereby only 
ALFRED BROWN FRANK PItEss 
JAMES F. CROW FRANK W. PUTNAM the most able students may attend a few select colleges or universities, 
TitoMAs KUHN WALTER 0. RoBERTs while the least able are shunted to junior or community colleges. This 
ELLIOrr W. MONTROLL arrangement, which evolved within the private sector more or less by 

Editorial Staff accident, has been adopted by some public systems (notably California) 
Editor as a matter of policy, and now many states seem to be drifting toward 

PHILIP H. ABELSoN 
Publisller Business Manage, some kind of hierarchical model. In the minds of many planners, the 
WILLIAM BEvAN HANS NUSSBAUM two-year college is appealing not only because it preserves and protects 

Managing Editor: ROBERT V. ORMES the selectivity of institutions at the top of the hierarchy but also because 

Assistant Editors: ELLEN E. MURPHY, JOHN B. it is generally cheaper to operate. 
RINOLE Those who support the idea of keeping the least able students in 

A.vsistalli to the Editor: NANCY TEIMOURIAN 

News and Comment: JOHN WALSH, ROBERT  separate institutions argue that it enhances the educational development 
BAZELL, DEBORAH SHA1'LEY, ROBERT GILLETTE, o. of both the bright and the dull student. So far, the empirical evidence 
PARK TETER, NICHOLAS WADE, EDWARD P. JONES, JOE has failed to support this contention. It is clear, however, that such 
PICHIRALLO, CONSTANCE HOLDEN, SCHERRAINE MACK sorting of students has a number of unfortunate side effects, the most 

Research Topics: ALLEN L. HAMMOND obvious being racial and socioeconomic segregation. For this reason, if 

Book Renews: SYLVIA EBERISART. KATHERINE Liv- for no other, the trend toward uncritical acceptance of the hierarchical 
INGS ON, KATHRYN MOUTON 

Coi'er Editor: GRAYCE FINGER model is to be deplored. 
The idea that a previously selective college will be "wrecked" (as 

Editorial Assistants: MAROARET ALLEN, ISABELLA 
BOULDIN, BLAIR BURNS, ELEANORE BUTZ, RONNA was r,ecently alleged in one nationally syndicated column) if it moves to 
CLINE, MARY DORFMAN, JUDITH GIVELBER, MARLENE accept mediocre or poorly prepared applicants is simply not supported 

GLASER. cORRINE HARRIS, OLIVER HEATWOLE, CHRIS- 
TINE KARLIK, MARSHALL KATHAN, MARGARET LLOYD, by the facts. For many years, a few of the country's major public 
JANE MINOR, DANIEL RABOYSKY, PATRICIA ROwE, universities have, apparently without suffering ill effects, been able to 
LEAn RYAN, LoIs SCHMITT, BARBARA SsIEI'FER, 
RICHARD SOMMER, YA LI SWIGART, ALICE THEILE accommodate students who vary widely in ability. The transition from 

Membership Recruitment: LEONARD WItAY; Sub- selective to open admissions will, no doubt, require certain curricular 
scriptions: BETT SEEMUND; Addressing: THOMAS changes, but it can be done, although a long history of predictive studies 
BAZAN shows that it would be folly to expect the student with relatively poor 

Advertising Staff high school grades and low test scores to perform as well as the better- 
Director Production Manager 
EARL J. SCHERAGO BONNIE SEMEL prepared students in the same courses. In certain respects, this would 

Advertising Sales Manager: RICHARD L. CHARLES be like requiring the typical new freshman to take senior-level courses 

Sales: NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036: Herbert L. Burklund, and expecting him to do as well as the seniors. 
11 W. 42 St. (212-PE-6-1858); SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ. There are, of course, many structural models other than the hier- 
07076: C. Richard Callis, 12 Unaml Lane (201.889- archical or vertical one that could and should be explored (a horizontal 
4873); MEDFIELD, MAss. 02052: Richard M. Ezequelle, 
4 Rolling Lane (617-444-1439); CHICAGo, ILL. 60611: arrangement of institutions differentiated along curricular lines, for 
John P. Cahill, Room 2107, 919 N. Michigan Ave. example). However, as institutional administrators and planners continue 
(312-DE-7-4973); BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF. 90211: 'NIna 
Nance, 111 N. La Cienega Blvd. (213-657-2772) to scramble for limited funds, they are likely to pay less and less 

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massa- attention to the matter of alternative structures. This is not to suggest 
chusetts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Phones: that new institutional forms will not be tried out (the "university without 
(Area code 202) Central office: 467-4350; Book Re- 
views: 467-4367; Business Office: 467-4411; Circula- walls," for example), but that the existing hierarchical arrangement 
tion: 467-4417; Guide to Scientific Instruments:  within state or city systems will be perpetuated and strengthened and 
4480; News and Comment: 4674430; Reprints and 
Permissions: 467-4483; Research Topics: 467-4455; that innovative forms will be merely added, like so much decorative 
Reviewing: 467-4440. Cable: Advancesci, Washington. gingerbread, to the main structure.-ALExANDER W. ASTIN, American 
Copies of "Instructions for Contributors" can be 
obtained from the editorial office. See also page xv, Council on Education, Washington, D.C. 20036 
Science, 25 June 1971. ADVERTISING CORRE- 
SPONDENCE: Room 1740. 11 W. 42 St., New York, 
N.Y. 10036. Phone: 212-PE-6-1858. 
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