30 July 1971, Volume 173, Number 3995

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR
THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE

Science serves its readers as a forum for the
presentation and discussion of important issues
related to the advancement of science, including
the presentation of minority or conflicting points
of view, rather than by publishing only material
on which a consensus has been reached. Accord-
ingly, all articles published in Science—including
editorials, news and comment, and book reviews
—are signed and reflect the individual views of the
authors and not official points of view adopted by
the AAAS or the institutions with which the authors
are affiliated.

Editorial Board
1971

NEAL MILLER

BRUCE MURRAY
JoHN R. PIERCE
MAXINE SINGER

1972

FRANK PRESS
FRANK W. PUTNAM
WALTER O. ROBERTS

THoMAS EISNER
AmiITal ETZIONI

EMIL HAURY

DANIEL KOSHLAND, JR.

ALFRED BROWN
JAMEs F. CrRow
THOMAS KUHN
ELLiIOTT W. MONTROLL

Editorial Staff

Editor
PHiLiP H. ABELSON
Publisher Business Manager
WILLIAM BEVAN HANs NussBAUM

Managing Editor: ROBERT V. ORMES

Assistant Editors: ELLEN E. MurpHY, JOHN E.
RINGLE

Assistant to the Editor: NANCY TEIMOURIAN

News and Comment: JOHN WALSH, ROBERT J.
BAazeLL, DEBORAH SHAPLEY, ROBERT GILLETTE, D.
PARK TETER, EDWARD P. JONES, JOE PICHIRALLO,
CONSTANCE HOLDEN, SCHERRAINE MACK

Research Topics: ALLEN L. HAMMOND

Book Reviews: SYLVIA EBERHART, KATHERINE Liv-
INGSTON, MARLENE GLASER

Cover Editor: GRAYCE FINGER

Editorial Assistants: MARGARET ALLEN, ISABELLA
BoULDIN, BrAlIR BURNS, ELEANORE BUTZ, RONNA
CLINE, CORRINE HARRIS, OLIVER HEATWOLE, ANNE
HoLDSWORTH, ELEANOR JOHNSON, CHRISTINE KARLIK,
MARSHALL KATHAN, MARGARET LLOYD, DANIEL RABOV-
sKY, PATRiIcIA RowEg, LEAH RYAN, LoIs SCHMITT,
BARBARA SHEFFER, RICHARD SOMMER, YA LI SWIGART,
ALICE THEILE, MARIE WEBNER

Membership Recruitment: LEONARD WRAY; Sub-
scriptions: BETT SEEMUND; Addressing: THOMAS
BAZAN

Advertising Staff

Director Production Manager
EARL J. SCHERAGO BONNIE SEMEL

Advertising Sales Manager: RICHARD L. CHARLES

Sales: NEw YORrk, N.Y. 10036: Herbert L. Burklund,
11 W. 42 St. (212-PE-6-1858); ScoTcH PrAINS, N.J.
07076: C. Richard Callis, 12 Unami Lane (201-889-
4873); MEDFIELD, Mass. 02052: Richard M. Ezequelle,
4 Rolling Lane (617-444-1439); CHicAaGco, ILL. 60611:
John P. Cahill, Room 2107, 919 N. Michigan Ave.
(312-DE-7-4973) ; BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF. 90211: Winn
Nance, 111 N. La Cienega Blvd. (213-657-2772)

EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE: 1515 Massa-
chusetts Ave., NW, Washington, D.C. 20005. Phones:
(Area code 202) Central office: 467-4350; Book Re-
views: 467-4367; Business Office: 467-4411; Circula-
tion: 467-4417; Guide to Scientific Instruments: 467-
4480; News and Comment: 467-4430; Reprints and
Permissions: 467-4483; Research Topics: 467-4455;
Reviewing: 467-4440. Cable: Advancesci, Washington.
Copies of “Instructions for Contributors” can be
obtained from the editorial office. See also page xv,
Science, 25 June 1971. ADVERTISING CORRE-
SPONDENCE: Room 1740, 11 W, 42 St., New York,
N.Y. 10036. Phone: 212-PE-6-1858.

SCIENCE

A Humane Approach to Population Problems

In a recent editorial in Science (25 June 1971), Garrett Hardin offers
this conclusion to a discussion of “The Survival of Nations and Civiliza-
tion”: “In the absence of breeding controls, a policy of ‘one mouth, one
meal’ ultimately produces one totally miserable world. In a less than
perfect world, the allocation of rights based on territory must be de-
fended if a ruinous breeding race is to be avoided. It is unlikely that
civilization and dignity can survive everywhere; but better in a few
places than in none. Fortunate minorities must act as the trustees of
a civilization that is threatened by uninformed good intentions.”

It may be worth recalling Dr. Hardin’s earlier distinguished article
on “The tragedy of the commons” (Science, 13 December 1968), in
which he persuasively argues that the population problem is a problem
with no technical solution and that it is the “role of education to reveal
to all the necessity of abandoning the freedom to breed.”

The point of view now expressed by Professor Hardin’s editorial is
one with which many scientists disagree. But the AAAS has emphasized,
in a statement on the editorial page of each issue of Science, that Science
serves as a forum for the discussion of important issues and undertakes
to include signed statements of minority as well as of popular views.
However unrepresentative his conclusions, Professor Hardin is com-
pletely free to express his views, and the publication of these views is
within the established tradition of Science.

There are many scientists in the United States and in other countries
across the world who would argue that we have hardly begun to control
the population through the technology that is now at hand and through
the  political, social, and economic devices available to our world; that
the policy of “one mouth, one meal” is a wise, humane, and valid goal
for all humanity; that we must persist, as a matter of faith, in seeking
to promote the human dignity of all the people of the world. Many
have warned that we cannot hope to survive in a world in which the
gap in the rates of development of its various peoples continues to
expand—that what we need is a determined effort which commits the
power and affluence of developed countries to assist in raising the
standard of living and the productivity of the undeveloped areas of
the world.

Surely there are alternatives to the solution that Dr. Hardin proposes
in his editorial, alternatives that will be more responsive to man’s con-
cern for his fellow men. We may expect that these possibilities will be
explored by scientists and nonscientists alike as this topic, which touches
the welfare of people throughout the world and the quality of the
civilization we seek to preserve, receives the attention it deserves in
the pages of Science and in other media.

—MIiINA ReEes, City University of New York



