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Opponents also argue 'that the study 
sections do not concern themselves with 
"relevance" but recommend support 
purely on the basis of scientific merit. 
The corollary argument is that basic 
research has no goat and is "un- 
directed." An imaginative, well-de- 
signed research project always has a 
significant goal, and usually in the long 
run becomes more ohviousiy relevant. 
Clearly defined and biologically signifi- 
cant goals and the asking of important 
and pointed questions are prime cri- 
teria in the present evaluation system. 
It is a mistake to give priority to a 
project of third-rate scientific merit 
aimed directly at a difficult problem of 
human disease over a high-quality pro- 
posal directed toward an understanding 
of a basic biochemical mechanism. This 
country can well afford the modest in- 
vestment in the latter but can ill afford 
the entrenchment of mediocre investi- 
gators in a socially "relevant" area. The 
argument for quality in science, both 
basic and applied, must outweigh all 
others if we are ever to answer our 
more difficult "relevant"' medical prob- 
lems. 

Perhaps the greatest threat to the 
present system of standing committees 
for grant review at the national level is 
the growth of NIH center grants and 
contracts which are not now reviewed 
by study sections. Despite sincere as- 
surances from responsible senior offi- 
cials that the individual project grant 
and the study section systems are not 
under attack, they will attenuate spon- 
taneously because it is much easier and 
safer for individual investigators to 
come in under the large umbrella. Ap- 
plications for research grants and fel- 
lowships will automatically fall off, and 
diminishing demand will be used to 
justify a diminishing program. 

If we must live with center grants 
and contracts, they should be reviewed 
rigorously by the regular standing study .. Here's why Bausch & Lomb can now promise you 
sections and advisory panels composed 
of working scientists, using the same 
criteria of merit as are applied to mdi- edge, with all the acknowledged savings of time 
vidual applicants. Multidisciplinary ap- . money is routine with extra value DynaZoom 
plications can be reviewed piecemeal   and Dynoptic microscopes. Such performance 
and in toto by appropriate study sec- - cannot be matched for anywhere near the low 
tions and pruned accordingly. One , - Bausch & Lomb prices. 
wonders whether the current com- But-let your own eyes decide. We'll arrange a 
plaint of "bureaucratic interference .. free demonstration using your own slides. Send for 
leveled at the NIH is not simply part of catalog 31-185 and our free demonstration plan. 
the effort to bypass the present system DynaZoom and Dynoptic. Reg. TM's. Bausch & Lomb. 
of quality control. JEROME GRoss BAUSCH & LOMB  

Developmental Biology Laboratory, SCIENTIFIC INSTRUMENT DIVISION 

Massachusetts General Hospital, 20743 Bausch Street, Rochester, N.Y. 14602 

Boston, Massachusetts 02114 
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