Day in and day out, the reliability, long
life and versatility of Tygon flexible
plastic Tubing proves over and over
that it's your best laboratory tubing
investment.

TYGON' TUBING

Crystal-clear
Flexible
Chemically inert
Non-oxidizing
74 standard sizes
At laboratory supply houses every-
where, or write Norton Plastics and
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were far from compelling, but they
did indeed point to a toxic conversion
quite analogous to that described in
the recent report. Neither bacterio-
phages, nor their fascinating attributes
of transduction or lysogenic conversion
had yet been discovered; nor had tox-
ins been purified. He may be forgiven
for the naive speculation that the toxin
itself was the active agent.

As far as I am aware, Sanfelice’s
experiment was never subjected to
further verification, and it thus played
no part in the further history of bacte-
rial genetics. However, it was concep-
tually similar to the pneumococcus
transformation, reported by Griffith 35
years later (a latent period familiar to
geneticists). It is now a reasonable sur-
mise that his observations were correct.

JosHuA LEDERBERG
Department of Genetics, School of
Medicine, Stanford University,
Stanford. California 94305

Reference

1. F. Sanfelice, Z. Hyg. Infektionskr. 14, 339
(1893).

Nomenclative Etiquette

Plumb suggests (Letters, 19 Feb.)
the suppression of the term centigrade
so that “at some time in the future,
degrees Celsius will be a natural ex-
pression.” Why? Degrees centigrade is
already a “natural expression” which
furthermore describes the system as
one of 100 degrees between reference
points. Not so long ago, a perfectly
understandable unit like cycles per
second was changed to hertz, and spec-
troscopists are now forced to use
nanometers when everyone has always
understood millimicrons. Furthermore,
I challenge anyone to demonstrate how
“torr” is any more understandable than
“mm-Hg.” All this useless arbitrary
pedantry torr my heart out. It hertz
so much it gave me a fever, which
steadfastly, I shall always measure in
degrees centigrade.

BARRY M. AUSTERN
Environmental Protection Agency,
Water Quality Office,
Ohio Basin Region, Cincinnati 45226

It is not hard to understand why the
medical people are switching to centi-
grade degrees rather than to Celsius.
For centuries the doctors suffered
under eponymic names: Prowazek-
Greeff bodies (trachoma bodies), the
Achard-Castaigne test (methylene blue),

at 3¢ a week,
ab-sorb-dri bedding
is a comfort

in more ways

than one.

Costis actually less than 3¢ a week to
keep a standard mouse cage filled with
ab-sorb-dri. That's because a change of
ab-sorb-drilasts at least a week. And
because it has a low density (13 Ibs/cubic
ft.) a 40 Ib. bag fills as many small animal
cages as a 50 |b. bag of many other
bedding materials.

A patented* bedding of fine hardwood
particles, ab-sorb-dri stays comfortable
to the animals throughout the whole wee'
Stays loose, dry and holds odor down.

There are other comforting facts about
ab-sorb-dri in our new technical data
sheet. Lab Products, a new company of
people experienced in lab animal care,
will be glad to send you a copy. Write or
call Lab Products, Inc., 635 Midland Ave.,
Avenue, Garfield, N.J. 07026.

Phone: (201) 478-2535
*U.S. Patent No. 3,256,857.

lab products
inc
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Accurate
Within i1%

£

HOLTER™ Precision
Roller Pumps

Designed for versatility and accurate flow
rates, the Holter RL175 Roller Pump
offers virtually non-pulsatile performance
and a wide range of flow rates—all in one
compact unit.

Flow rates can be varied from ,2—2500
cc/hr, with rates adjusted precisely and
easily—and maintained within £1%. Two
separate channels permit pumping of two
dissimilar fluids simultaneously, at the
same or different flow rates, depending
on pumping chamber selection,

Unique design features include: silicone
pumping chambers which maintain ac-
curacy and elasticity for their full pump-
ing life of up to 2,000 hours; no fluid flow
when pump is turned off; solid state cir-
cuitry for reliability. Pump may be oper-
ated in refrigerated areas and is gas
sterilizable.

Typical uses include:

O Liquid Chromatography

[0 Bio-medical Applications

{7 Organ Perfusion

{1 Pharmacological Research

[0 Precipitation Analysis

1 Solubility Determination

[ Food and Chemical Processing
[0 Water Pollution Monitoring.

For further information, call or write:

extracorporeal

Extracorporeal Medical Specialties, Inc.
Royal & Ross Roads *King of Prussia, Pa. 19406 - 215-337-2400
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Vleminckx solution (sulfurated lime),
the Vicq d’Azyr bundle (thalamo-
mammillary), the Minkowski-Chauffard
syndrome (hemolytic jaundice), Higo-
ménakis’s sign (clavicular), von-Reck-
linghausen-Appelbaum disease (hemo-
chromatosis), and so on ad nauseam.
At length they decided that this flagel-
lation had gone on long enough, and
that thenceforth they would use de-
scriptive names, like centigrade, wher-
ever possible. So at least the doctors
are coming down to earth, and I pro-
foundly hope that our editors will come
along with them. . . . I wish the Emily
Posts of nomenclative etiquette could
realize, at long last, that the intelligent
way to honor the memory of Celsius—
a champion of sound common sense—
is to leave his sensible temperature
scale with the sensible name that he
gave it,

D. A. Ross
214 North Purdue Avenue,
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37830

Peer Review System

One of this country’s most successful
collaborative operations which links the
entire health-oriented scientific commu-
nity to the federal government, name-
ly the National Institutes of Health
(NIH) and National Science Founda-
tion’s system of research grant evalua-
tion by peer review, is now undergoing
serious attacks and is in danger of
dissolution.

Opponents of the peer review system
argue that the larger, better staffed and
equipped universities and research in-
stitutions are more successful in the
competition than are the smaller less
distinguished ones, and that there is
considerable geographic imbalance in
distribution of research funds. This is
not a valid argument against the pres-
ent national competitive system if our
goal remains high-quality scientific
achievement, since much of the most
imaginative and high-quality research
is coming from the established institu-
tions. It is an argument, however, for
providing institutional funds for uni-
versities in less populated areas so that
they may attract high-quality teaching
faculty and build their resources.
Grants of this nature have been pro-
vided in the recent past by the National
Science Foundation, and it is to be
hoped that this type of support will be
continued, but not substituted for the
present system.

For Your
Convenience

BUY A FITTING
ASSORTMENT

A BOX OR A BAG

FITTING ASSORTMENT BOX

80 Pieces

Packed in a hinged top clear styrene
box. A fine assortment of every thing
needed in daily routine set-ups. Straight
Tubing Connectors, Straight-Stepped
Tubing Connectors, T Connectors, Y
Connectors, Quick Disconnects, Poly-
ethylene Cup-Type Stoppers.

Also available:

Assortment of Y and T Polypropylene
Connectors. Bag of 12 (one of each size).

Assortment of Polyethylene Quick Dis-
connects. Bag of 12 (two of each size).

Assortment of Polypropylene Straight
and Straight-Stepped autoclavable tub-
ing connectors, Bag of 20 (two of each
size).

Assortment of Polyethylene Standard
Taper Bottle Stoppers. Bag of 12 (two
of each size).

Assortment of Polyethylene Cup Type
Stoppers. Bag of 24 (two of each size).

At your nearest laboratory supply house.

Our NEW supplement is now available.
For your FREE copy write Dept. E-7

BEL-ART PRODUCTS
PEQUANNOCK, N. J. 07440

The MOST COMPLETE line

of Plastic Laboratory Ware
available from ONE source
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