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According to my Senator, some 
progress is being made in the United 
States Senate toward the passage of 
legislation which will replace the Brit- 
ish system of weights and measures >'' // 

with the metric system. Although we are .., '' 9 

educating our legislators to the need / 

for this legislation, three recent ex- 
periences I have had show that we ''.:;t4.. Z:/a-.. 

need to get our scientific house in PERKIN-ELMER DOUBLE- 
order: (i) Of 200 students in a general B EARN GRATING  
botany course, most of whom had I4IVI JrLiKVrnViV,ViL3Li1 
taken a course in chemistry or physics, This instrument is the onl one in its class offerin meter readout that's linear 
none of the Americans knew what a y g 
degree Celsius was, although all had in both transmittance and absorbance. It provides fully automatic ratio-re- 
heard of the degree centigrade. These cording; gives you the capabilities of both a double-beam automatic and a 
students represented most of the 50 single-beam manual spectrophotometer; and, now that eight maj or accessories 
states. (ii) When I referred to "density are available, Model 124 is even more versatile than before. 
of plants per are" in a manuscript sub- You can learn to operate the "124" in minutes. There are no logarithmic 
mitted for publication, my spelling was scales to interpolate, no time-consuming procedures. Slit selection is simple. 
"corrected" to read acre at everr re- (There are thre fixed spectral band widths: 0.5, 1.0, or 2.0 mp< And filter 
view, the last time in galley proof, even changes are automatic. Sample and reference are compared automatically, 
after I had defined the are, in paren- 
theses, as (100 in2). (iii) In an article and the linear absorbance or transmittance ratio is presented directly to the 
by a noted ecologist dedicated to the meter or recorder. Besides, you can accomplish three times more work com- 
scientists attending the XIth. Interna- pared with instruments of older design ... because the "124" operates at 
tional Botanical Congress, I found refer- four scanning speeds (up to 240 mp. per minute), and scans the entire visible 
ence to a plateau of 26 million square range in less than two minutes! Overall range is 190 to 800 m. 
hectares (reminiscent of the frequent With Model 124, you can work with both high and extremely low concen- 
references one sees of wind velocities in trations. . . thanks to the large cell compartment which accommodates cells 
knots per hour). with light path lengths up to 100 mm long. In addition, you can obtain read- 

Perhaps these annoyances are merely ings in 0 to 2.0 absorbance, or expand your readings with the 0 to 1.0 
the result of confusion in trying to deal absorbance range. 
with two systems at one time and will 
disappear when we have adopted the 
metric system for daily use. A Swedish Solid state circuitry in Model 124 results in exceptional zero-A line 
friend recalled the conversion to the stability and superb performance. Ask us to send you Bulletin B-3]2B. 
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