
its functions as set out under the act, 
modified only to the extent that an 
evolving economy changes the em- 
phasis of its program. Succeeding com- 
missioners followed very closely the 
pattern of conduct and operations set 
by Wright. 

In the 1890's, in the course of pro- 
viding the Aldrich Committee with the 
economic information requested for pro- 
posed tariff reform, Wright developed 
the Wholesale Price Index. When Con- 
gress in 1894, responding to the un- 
employment crisis brought on by the 
recession of 1893, asked the commis- 
sioner to "investigate and make report 
upon the effect of the use of machinery 
upon labor," it laid the groundwork 
for the Bureau's comprehensive, au- 
thoritative studies of productivity and 
productivity statistics. 

During Royal Meeker's term as 
commissioner (1913-1920), Wesley 
Clair Mitchell was commissioned to 
study the Wholesale Price Index. The 
resulting report, "The Making and 
Using of Index Numbers," originally 
published as Bulletin 173 of the Bu- 
reau and reprinted several times (as 
Bulletins 284 and 656), has for nearly 
half a century been considered the 
classic work in index numbers. 

Perhaps the outstanding develop- 
ment during Meeker's term of office 
was the creation of the Cost of Living 
Index. The outbreak of World War I 
created a heavy demand for war pro- 
duction and munitions. Consumer 
demand in industrial centers sent 
prices soaring. In order to determine 
what constituted an adequate wage for 
industrial workers in these cities, the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, in coopera- 
tion with the Shipbuilding Wage Ad- 
justment Board, investigated the cost 
of living in the more important in- 
dustrial and shipbuilding cities and 
published indexes which have evolved 
into the current Consumer Price Index, 
undoubtedly the best-known and most 
widely used statistic published by the 
United States government. In a similar 
fashion, as the need arose, the BLS 
established productivity indexes, used 
today as guideposts in wage negotia- 
tions; employment and payroll statis- 
tics; and unemployment statistics, 
these last as an outgrowth of the Great 
Depression. With our entry into World 
War II and the imposition of wage 
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The integrity of the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics has never been seriously 
questioned. Every Congressional in- 
vestigation of the Bureau has resulted 
in heightened respect for it and its 
products. 

Clague's description of the Bureau 
and its functioning is concise but 
thorough. Anyone who is interested in 
any aspect of labor statistics or in the 
operation of a truly objective govern- 
ment research organization would do 
well to read Clague's study. 

JOHN M. FIRESTONE 

Department of Economics, 
City College, New York 

Penicillin et al. 

Antibiotics. DAVID GOTTLIEB and PAUL D. 
SHAW, Eds. Vol. 1, Mechanism of Action 
(xii + 785 pp., illus. $39). Vol. 2, Bio- 
synthesis (xii + 466 pp., illus. $24). 
Springer-Verlag, New York, 1967. 

"The idea for publishing these books 
on the mechanism of action and the 
biosynthesis of antibiotics was born of 
frustration in our attempts to keep 
abreast of the literature," the editors 
write. With the help of over 100 collab- 
orators they have succeeded in collect- 
ing much of the existing information 
on more than 100 antibiotics and in 
presenting the information in a form 
acceptable for use by the novice as well 
as the expert. The coverage of most 
antibiotics is relatively complete, and 
most are evaluated by writers who have 
carried out some of the research sum- 
marized. The volumes are quite com- 
plete up until 1966-67. 

The editors chose to include "any and 
all antibiotics about which information 
had been published. It was obvious ... 
that such a compilation, integration, 
and analysis of information could never 
be complete unless scientific investiga- 
tions ceased at the moment the last 
manuscript was submitted .... An ad- 
dendum was therefore included at the 
end of the volume and left open for 
the addition of new information until 
the last pages of the regular articles had 
been printed." "The clinical and indus- 
trial aspects of antibiotics have not been 
emphasized" except in the case of 
penicillin, for which a chapter on be- 
havior in vivo has been included. Al- 
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staff members of laboratories located 
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and England. Even with some modifi- 
cations by the editors the contributions 
tend to be individualistic. 

For about 90 percent of the anti- 
biotics the treatment of most topics is 
more complete than any hitherto pub- 
lished. Some sections include informa- 
tion that has not been published before. 
Each section has a separate reference 
list, and the citations happily include 
the full titles of the literally hundreds 
of papers on several of the antibiotics. 

The volumes suffer from the fact that 
they have been published at an awk- 
ward time in the history of certain anti- 
biotics. This is especially true with re- 
spect to some antibiotics for which the 
importance of the mechanisms of action 
and the structure-activity relationships 
as far as clinical utility is concerned is 
just beginning to be assessed. Since 
much is yet to be discovered concern- 
ing the biogenesis of most of the anti- 
biotics, we expect significant progress 
in the near future with respect to many 
of the subjects dealt with in volume 2, 
and the volume may soon be quite 
dated. On the other hand, some of the 
reviews, such as those in volume 1 
that summarize work on antibiotics as 
inhibitors in vital processes in bacterial 
cells, should continue to be of use. 

We can only hope that the editors 
are already hard at work preparing a 
second edition so that we will have 
available within the next four years 
similar volumes which include the many 
advances in research that have been 
reported since these two volumes went 
to the printer. 

D. PERLMAN 
School of Pharmacy, 
University of Wisconsin, Madison 

Books Received 

Addition Polymers: Formation and 
Characterization. Derek A. Smith, Ed. 
Plenum, New York; Butterworth, London, 
1968. viii + 492 pp., illus. $22. 

Agricultural Origins and Dispersals. 
The Domestication of Animals and Food- 
stuffs. Carl O. Sauer. MIT Press, Cam- 
bridge, ed. 2, 1969. xvi + 184 pp. + 4 
plates. Cloth, $7.50; paper, $2.95. 

The Albuquerque Navajos. William H. 
Hodge. University of Arizona Press, Tuc- 
son, 1969. viii + 76 pp., illus. Paper, $4. 
Anthropological Papers of the University 
of Arizona, No. 11. 
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National de la Recherche Scientifique, 
Paris, 1968. 482 pp., illus. ? 10 plates. 
120 F. 

Completely 0-Simple Semigroup's. An 
Abstract Treatment of the Lattice of Con- 
gruences. Kenneth M. Kapp and Hans 
Schneider. Benjamin, New York, 1969. x 
? 118 pp. Cloth, $12.50; paper, $3.95. 
Mathematics Lecture Note Series. 

Comprehensive Biochemistry. Marcel 
Florkin and Elmer H. Stotz, Eds. Vol. 23, 
Cytochemistry. Elsevier, New York, 1968. 
xii + 168 pp., illus. $12.75. 

Direct Current Geoelectric Sounding. 
Principles and Interpretation. P. K. Bhat- 
tacharya and H. P. Patra. Elsevier, New Not only can you use this portable instrument with all specific ion electrodes, 
York, 1968. x + 138 pp., illus. ? 10 with all pH electrodes, and with all redox electrodes, but thanks to a special 
enclosures. $10.75. Methods in Geochem- meter scale, it is now possible-for the very first time-to read known mere- 
istry and Geophysics, vol. 9. ment ratios directly! You don't have to know the composition of the sample, 

Education and Urban Renaissance. Na- nor prepare background solutions. All you have to do is measure out the 
tional Conference on the Educational Di- sample, add a known amount of the ion being measured, and read the ratio 
mensionA of the Model Cities Program, 
Chicago. Roald F. Campbell, Lucy Ann directly on the scale. 
Marx, and Raphael 0. Nystrand, Eds. This new technique opens the door to electrode measurement of total 
Wiley, New York, 1969. xii ? 148 pp., concentrations in samples ranging from beer to plating solutions. Results 
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