the Convention can import, subject only
to national legislation of the importing
country, the materials mentioned by
Quaintance.

JEsse D. PERKINSON
Department of Scientific Affairs, Pan
American Union, Washington, D.C.

Census Data: A Necessity
in Antipoverty Planning

The letters of Irving Crespi and Con-
gressman Jackson E. Betts (31 May),
regarding the 1970 Census give the
views of those who employ census data
for secondary analysis and of the pub-
lic servant who is concerned with indi-
vidual privacy and a simple headcount
of the population for apportionment
purposes.

In the Office of Economic Oppor-
tunity, the geographic allocation of
funds for supporting antipoverty pro-
grams is dependent on headcounts of
the population in poverty, using in-
formation from surveys about each
person’s family living arrangements and
income. In the so-called “small areas,”
which are census tracts in large com-
munities or administrative areas and
minor civil divisions in smaller com-
munities, similar data are needed for
planning and evaluating neighborhood-
based activities in areas of concentrated
poverty. Without such data, how can
these substantial and expensive pro-
grams be responsibly administered? So-
cial statistics for these “small areas” on
a national basis are available only when
an extremely large survey, such as a
decennial census, is taken because the
data required are comprised, as it were,
of the results of thousands of surveys of
localities and small places taken simul-
taneously throughout the country.

As of now, it is 8 years since we’ve
had up-to-date small area data. If Betts
proposes as an alternative, say, a na-
tional 25-percent sample survey every
2 years (for which 50 million people
would be surveyed), that would be an
adequate substitute for purposes of
securing data. However, before any at-
tempt is made to reduce the number of
questions in the 1970 Census, I propose
that a clearly adequate alternative be
developed which satisfies the small area
data needs of public and private agen-
cies.

GorpoN F. SUTTON
U.S. Office of Economic Opportunity,
Washington, D.C. 20506
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...The Bausch & Lomb
AC 2-20 Atomic Absorption
Spectrophotometer

The best way to determine the presence
of metallic elements—especially in trace
amounts—is atomic absorption analysis.
It’s specific for a given element and
requires only simple preparations.

The Bausch & Lomb AC 2-20 Atomic
Absorption Spectrophotometer can make
your AA procedures successful. It’sa
total performance instrument—tops in
sensitivity and accuracy at low cost.
It’s simple, fast and
convenient to use—
with many failsafe fea-
tures built-in. It’s de-
signed for safety—all
the way through.

The AC 2-20 has
everything you need to
succeed in AA—high
dispersion monochro-
mator, single pass sys-
tem, remote piezo-
electric burner igni-
tion, direct sample
reading, and more.

We'll be happy to send you our Catalog
33-2225, or arrange for a demonstration—
no obligation, of course. Analytical
Systems Division, Bausch & Lomb,

20810 Bausch Street, Rochester,
New York 14602,
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